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Newly Issued Stamps. 


On the first day of January appeared the new cards for 
Italy. They are of two kinds, simple and return, each 
having astamp with no value indicated, placed in the 
"left-hand upper corner of the card. The portrait is that 
of Victor Emanuel, and stamp and framework are well re- 
presented in our cut. The framework is 4 1-8 by 23 
inches, thus making the card about the size of the New 
Foundland postal. 

The simple cards bear the inscription : CARTOLINA POSTALE DIECE 
CENTESMI (post card 10 centimes) ; beneath, the Arms of Savoy sur- 
mounted by a crown ; in the left lower angle an inscription in two 
lines indicating that this side is reserved for the address. The reply 
card differs from the others in the inscription, bearing Carronina 
POSTALE CON RISPOSTA PAGETA, QUISI-DECI CENTESIMI (post card 
with prepaid reply, 15 centimes). The impression is br>wn on colored 
card : 

10 centimes, brown on chamois, 
15 ce ce rose, 
MINOR VARIETIES. 

Austria. The 25kr. is of a very deep brown. 

Nata. The 6d. and ls. are surcharged Postrace in black 
side. 

South Austratia. The9 pence is printed in Mauve. The 
appears watermarked V and crown, perf. 10. 

Turkey. The 5 piastres, perf. 7, appears bluish gray. The 10 
paras, brown and 20 paras green, unperforated are noticed by Le Timbre 
Poste. 

Gambia. The 4 pence is found in pale brown. 

Denmark. The 3, 4, 8 skillings, and the 4 and 16 service, have 
been found unperforated. 

Japan. The Gazette des Timbres makes the startling announcement 


yn each 


2 pence 
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that the current 1 sen exists in 160 types! It has also found a dif- 
ference between the 2 sen red and the 2 sen yellow. 

France. There isa 4c. laureated, French Empire turned upside 
down on the sheet, a ¢éte-béche as the French call it, and also a 10 
centime, brown on rose. For these stamps to be valuable, they should 
not be cut from either of the adjoining stamps. 

Trinipap. In a collection in Europe exists a perforated copy of 
the valueless type of this island, in dark brown. 

Uruguay. ‘The provisional 5 centavos of this country is found pale 
brown instead of blue ; and in copies of the 20c., the numerals are 
reversed. 


Our Philatelic Contemporaries. 

Le Tiusre Poste contains a short sketch of the cards of the Nether- 
land Indies. It appears that there are six types—three of the ordi- 
nary card, three of the reply-card, caused by differences in the frame- 
work and jn the inscriptions, which are in three languages, Hollandais, 
Malasian, and Javanese. ‘The False Stamps of Moldavia’’ contains 
some valuable hints to collectors. It seems that the counterfeits are 
no longer offered to collectors in a new state, but obliterated, the can- 
celing mark being round, and bearing the words Galatz, 1 Aug. 55, 
This mark has been found on the 81, 108 and 5 paras. The authentic 
obliterating marks are round, always containing in the upper part, the 
name of the city, and below Moldavia. In the centre the day and 
month are indicated in figures, the year never. By these obliterating 
marks collectors can detect the counterfeits. In formerly exposing 
these stamps, Dr. Magnus accused the Post Office at Jassy with having 
counterfeited and sold them as good. This speculation it has now 
been discovered, has been carried on by an ex-employé of the post at 
Jassy, M. Rosenblum, who pretends to have received them from M. Par- 
atinkiewize, anex-directorof the Post. Inthe continuation of the article 
on “Envelope Stamps,”’ those of the South African Republic are noted. 
This contains a probable explanation of the letters Ge. p. x. which it is 
presumed are GENERAL POST KANTOOR and mean Postal Superintendent. 

The Gazette pes Timspres gives a photographic reproduction of 
s2ven types of the new Spanish Cards, thus unnecessarily taking up 
w great deal of room which might be devoted to something more inter- 
esting. But January is a dull month with the Magazines. An article 
on “The Postal Press during the siege of Paris,’ and the first of a 
series of papers on the ‘‘ Names of Countries,” with a summary of the 
novelties of the preceding month, make up the January number of 
this paper. 

Tue PxtLateiist contains a continuation of “The Spud Papers,” 
«lealing with the counterfeits of the Oldenburg Stamps. From a hasty 
perusal of the article, it seems to us that the author has overlooked some 
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very dangerous counterfeits of the Oldenburg series, so dangerous that 
only the closest scrutiny can detect them. A meeting of the “ Phila- 
telic Society” of London is noticed, and in connection with this a paper 
entitled “The Secret marks on the Peruvian Stamps,” by Fentonia, 
read before the Society. _ An engraver'’s secret mark,” Says the “au- 
thor, “Sought to be either one without which the design would be com- 
plete, and yet which when added, does not disturb the harmony of the 
design: or else the secret mark should be such a trifling variation of 
some not very prominent part of the design, as would not attract the 
general eye, and yet would be unmistakeably distinct to the initiated. 

“% believe one or other species of secret mark is to be found on every 
genuine specimen of the five stamps constituting the first two issues. 
To begin with the large pair as being the simplest to explain, the uy 
pinERO blue. In the left-hand wpper corner, at the intersection of the 
inner pair of double lines. occurs a dot of the same color as the stamp, 
or it may be.in other words, described as having the minute square form- 
ed by the inner intersecting lines, which in the other three corners is 
white, filled in with color. in that one left-hand upper corner. The 
same may be observed in the una peseta red, only being varied by 
being in the right-hand upper corner, instead of in the left. 

“The secret marks on the smaller, and as is now admitted. earlier 
series, are less distinct, and consequently being found probably not to 
answer the purpose, were sup rseded by the simpler one I have just 
described. 

“The una peseta red. In the left-hand lower corner, the wavy lines 
forming the spandrels, cease to be regularabout the tenth ofan inch from 
the left lower side, and are replaced by a Marqueteris pattern like 
minute blocks, geometrically placed edgeways. 

“The un prvero blue. This being the most generally used, seems to 
have been the only one forged, and therefore is more carefully protect- 
ed by secret marks. The lettering of value is most carefully arranged, 
being alternately One letter on lower line, and then two a line hicher, 
all of them being of one level on the top of each letter. Thus v long 
~ p short, 1 long, n & short. rk long, o short. 


; 


‘Secondly, under the lettering and within the outer line, are two 
lines close together. This double line does not occur on either of 
the other three sides—thus counting nine /ine lines at bottom, while 
there are only eight elsewhere. 


“ Thirdly, at the right hand lower corner, the point of spandrel is 
slightly curtailed, in order to admit of an additional -fine line jutting 
out, and passing down by the o of piNERO, resembling somewhat the 
prong of a fork. 

“* On the Mepio Peso, the secret mark occurs only, as far as I have 
observed, in the lower border, the lowest fine line of which, instead of 
jviaing the border line on the right side, turns up by the side of s of 
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CORREOS nearly, if not quite, to the top of that letter, forming a double 
line on that side, and on that side only, as far as it goes. 

* 5 & © “Tn the Un Dinero [the broken or disunited zig zag 
type] the fourth line from tue outside, in its downward course, breaks off 
half way through corrREos, leaving a flaw as it were in the border; a 
sort of ‘daylight’ between the lines ; while in the Una Peseta the 
same occurs in the fourth line from the inside and in the upper instead 
of the lower part.” 

The usefulness of the results of Fentonia’s labors must be apparent 
to any collector, as they affurd unerring guides for the detection of 
counterfeits. 

The Philatelist has its usual column of correspondence, containing 
several letters announcing the intentions of the writers to pay the in- 
creased subscription, and pay it gladly. Perhaps if the Philatelist 
were to discontinue, there would be as many letters congratulating the 
Editor on his wise course. 

Apropos of this increase in the price of subscription, which has also 
affected the Stamp Collector’s Magazine, we are anxious to know 
why the Philatelist charges 1s. 6d. for postage to the U.S., 8. C. M/. 
charging only ls. 

“ Fentonia” has an additional point to throw on the detection of the 
forged 3 Ptennige Saxon, Ist issue. ‘‘ There is one test which I have 
never yet found in a forgery, and that is, that three out of the four 
quatrefoils in the border are deficient in the inner stroke at the left- 
hand upper corner, curving round each point (with these exceptions) of 
their respective central stars.” 

The Stamp CoLiectors’ MAGazine opens with a most valuable ar- 
ticle on the East India Postage Stamps, by Colonel G. B. Mainwaring, 
B.8.C , giving undoubted evidence in tavor of several heretofore unknown 
types. Of these, the first is the HALF ANNA, “ Lion trippant under 
palmtree, on plain colored oblong disk, open lace border, oblong, value 
below in words. 

“It was not until about thirteen years after the first introduction in 
England of stamps for the payment of postage on letters that Govern- 
ment decided on their employment in India. In 1853 postage stamps 
were ordered to be prepared in the Calcutta Mint, and there the afore- 
described handsome stamp was designed and made. It was doomed, 
however, never to come into use ; delay occuring in cutting the steel 
die” (destroyed in 1867), and finally ‘‘rough and hurried engravings 
were made on copper-plate, from which stamps were struck off and is- 
sued to the post-office.” 

These stamps were the small rectangular labels, profile to left, 
Inp1IA above and HALF ANNA below, and were “ first printed in black, 
and sent to the post-office for distribution, but before it was issued to 
the public, it was discovered that a large packet of the stamps had 
been purloined ; to prevent these stamps being used, the remainder 
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were withdrawn, and the stamp was re-issued in red,” when it was 
soon after changed to blue. No.4 and_No. 5 of the authors’ list re- 
late to two values which were engraved but never issued to the public. 
They were of the value of TWo ANNAS, the first having ‘ head of 
Queen to left in octagonal disk, plain ground, marginal border, with 
columned sides ; above INp1A, below, value.” The second was of the 
same design in plain circular disk, rectangular border, Greek marginal 
sides, cross in upper corners ; above, INp1a ; below, value. These 
were superseded by the ordinary two Annas green. 

The eight annas of this first series was never officially issued ; only 
a few copies were printed, and the plate was lost. Several other inter- 
esting points are noted, such as the change of the 2 annas green to 
pink, and then to yellow; the change of the 4 annas to green, partly 
because of the indistinctnes of the canceling marks, and partly because 
an attempt was made to imitate the stamp by photography. The 
paper concludes with a complete series of the “‘ service ” stamps. 

A paper on the stamps of New South Wales, and ‘‘ Notes on certain 
United States Locals,’ by Amateur, help fill out the S.C. M. The 
object of Amateur is to prove that the three large square Blood & Co.’s 
stamps are three varieties of one die, and not types, the only alteration 
being in the lettering on the stamp. The writer shows that “ Fentonia 
describes with wonted accuracy three indubitable forgeries, all of which 
can be detected by the indicia detailed [for which we cannot spare 
room now] by which all the genuine stamps can be recognized. The 
latter are of extreme rarity ; there are not half-a-dozen copies known 
to exist on this side [which] of the Atlantic, putting all three varie- 
ties together. No reprints from the genuine dies are known. While 
originals remain thus scarce, all should be on their guard against de- 
ception ; and the soundest advise the writer can give is, buy nothing as 
genuine, unless you can get it compared side by side with an undoubt- 
edly authentic example, or have the guarantee of a perfectly respon- 
sible dealer.” 


The U. S. Document Stamps. 


The great and increasing interest taken in Revenues by the Stamp 
collecting public, has decided us to continue a series of articles on 
these beautiful labels, commenced in the journalsome years back. 

In the present paper we shall describe the document and Govern- 
ment proprietary Stamps issued since the last article was published, 
(October 20th, 1870). In consequence of the Government having 
been defrauded to a very great extent, by parties cleaning the can- 
celation marks off the Revenue Stamps and using them again, it 
was decided to prepare a new series which it was confidently predicted 
would offer insurmountable obstacles to the stamp-washers. 














| 
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1} 


10 THe AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. January 20, 1874. 


Tue 1871 Issur. 

After protracted experiments a new style was selected, having 
nothing in common with the old except the sizes of the different values 
which were retained, except in the case of the $200, which was changed 
from oblong to upright. The principal features of the new comers on 
which the authorities relied for protection, consisted of the pale violet 
tinted chemical paper, and the portrait of Washington which was 
printed in black fugitive ink. The frame-work of all except the three 
highest values are printed in blue the central me lallion in black; the 
‘designs and values are as follows: 

Portrait of Washington to left in octagon in variously designed 
frames, inseribed vu. s. INTERNAL REVENUE (in full or abbreviated), and 
value, with numerals variously disposed in different values. Small 
rect. 

le., 2¢., 3e., 4e., 5e., 6e., 10¢., 15¢., and 20 cents. 

Portrait of Washington to right in circle, variously designed frames, 
inscribed v. s. INTERNAL REVENUE, and value numerals of value above 
and below. Sizes { by 2 inches, and 50, 60 and 70c., | by 2} inches, 
25c., 30c., 40c., 50c., 60c., and 70 cents. 

Portrait of Washington to left in circle in various frames, inscribed 
U. 8. INTERNAL REVENUE, {or abbreviated) numerals of value above and 
below. Size 1 by 2 inches. 

1 dollar, 1.30, 1.50, 1.60, and 1.90. 

Portrait of Washington to right in circle, inscribed v. s. INTERNAL 
REVENUE above, Two at each side, rwo poLLaRs repeated below, in 
scrolls; $2 on shield above and below, £ pLURIBUS UNUM at top, vU. s. 
INTERNAL REVENUE at bottom on ribbons; ornamented frame. Size 1} 
by 2 inches. 

2 dollars. 

Similar to last with the French Eagle in place of the shield, £ rivrRt- 
Bus UNUM at bottom. Size 1} by 2 inches. 

24 and 3 dollars. 

Portrait of Washington to right in circle, v. s. INTERNAL REVENUE 
above, value in words b2low, num>rals of value in transverse ovals 
above and below, thirteen stars above, fifteen below, shield and na- 
tional motto in upper corners. Size 1} by 2 inches. 

34 dollars. 

Portrait of Washington to left in circle, shield with numeral of value 
above and below, vu. s. INTERNAL REVENUE above, value in words twice 
below. Size 1 by 22 inches. 

5 dollars. 

Similar to last with the French Eagle substituted for the lower 
shield. Size 1 by 2 inches. 

10 dollars. 

Portrait of Washington to left in circle, inscribed v. 8s. INTERNAL 
REVENUE, view of the National Treasury above, value in numerals and 
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words below, designs representing munufactures, science, commerce 
and agriculture, in the angles. Size 1} by 22 inches. 

20 dollars. 

Similar to last with the American Eagle substituted for the 
the Treasury above. Size 1} by 22 inches. 

25 dollars. 

Similar to last with the American Eagle above turned to left. Size 
14 by 22 inches. 

50 dollars. 

Portrait of Washington to right, in cirele: Unrrep Srares above, 
INTER. REVENUE below in half circle; C. C. in corners: frame of engine- 
turned work; printed in blue, red, and black; size 12 by 2%. 

200 dollars. 

Portrait of Washington to right 
in circle; printed in black, enclosed 
in double engine turned frame; the 


v iew ot 


inner one orange, the outer green ; 
500 in centre on engine turned de- 
vice above and below; printed in 
black, enclosed in bands of the 
same work; the inner one green, the 
outer orange; value in words in half 
circle above and below: vunrrEep 
STATES INTER. REVENUE at sides all 
in white letters on black ground; the 
whole enclosed in engine turned 
frame, printed in green inside and 
orange outside; size 2 by 3% inches. 

500 dollars. 

Portrait of Washington to right 
in circle; U. S. Iyrer. Revenve 
in half cirele above, value in words 
in scrolls at sides; numerals of value 
in circles at sides: frame of engine- 
turned work; size 2? by 1} inches. 

5,000 dollars, orange and green. 

Nore.—Unfortunately we are un- 
able to vouch for the accuracy of the 
description of the last stamp, as we 
only saw one a few moments nearly 





a year ago: and as they are now out of use we find it impracticable 
to see one. We experienced great difficulty in getting a five hundred 
dollar specimen to copy, and the only way we could get it, was to 
purchase it at face. and when done with it to sell it at a loss of 10 per 
cent. 

This series being all the same color (that is those generally used, 
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| caused great inconvenience and frequent mistakes, resulting in loss t® 
| those using them, which induced the Government to vary the colors 0 
the different stamps, still however, retaining the black portrait o 
| Washington. So the year following the colors were made to approxi- 
i] 
! 
i 














mate to those of the first issue. 


. 





Tuirp, or 1872 Issuer. 


| Same designs and sizes as same values of last issue, with black por 
| trait of Washington in centre. 

1 cent claret, 2c. orange, 4c. brown, 5c. orange, 6c. orange, 15c. 
brown, 30c. orange, 40¢. brown, 60c. orange, 70c. light and dark green, 
5 dollar green, 2 dol. orange, 2} dol. claret, 3 dol. light and dark green, 


1 dol. vermillion, 10 dol. green, 20 dol. orange. 











PROPRIETARY STAMPs IssuEp. 





Portrait of Washington to left in oval in various frames, inscribed 


U. 8S. INTER. REV. PROPRIETARY, value in words and numerals. 
Small rect. 


1 cent, 2c. 5c. 4c. 5c. and 6e. black centre, green frame. 







Issuep DecemBer 1873. 

Portrait of Washington to right in oval, inscribed v. s. INTER. REV. 
PROPRIETARY FIFTY CFNTS, FIFTY above, cents below, 50 in upper, and L 
in lower corner ; ornamental frame. Size 14 by 3 inches. 

50 cents, black head, green frame. 

Similar to last, $1 above and below, one in corners. Size 14 by 3 
inches. 

1 dollar, black head, green frame. 

Portrait of Washington in black to right in oval, inclosed in orna- 
| mental octagon frame, $5 in circles, printed in black and shaded with 
| 





















green above and below, Five poLLARs at top, PROPRIETARY below, in 
| curved lines; U. 8. INTER. REV. in curved lines at sides, ornamental frame. 
| Size 24 by 4 inches. 
5 dollars, black and green 
The last described stamp is perhaps the handsomest stamp ever en- 
| graved ; it certainly is by far the most beautiful we have ever seen. Un- 
fortunately these stamps will be very scarce, as they are used exclu- 
| 
| 
| 





sively on barrels of Bay Rum, and the yearly revenue from this source 
is onlyabout seven hundred and fifty dollars; so we shoul dadvise collec- 
tors to procure them unused immediately, as there is no knowing how 
long they will remain inuse. We understand the plates of these three 
stamps, cost the government seven thousand dollars. : 








In the next number will be commenced a descriptive list of all Post- 
tage Stamps. It will be profusely illustrated by the best artists. 
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Berford’s California Express, 


AND ITS STAMPS 
By tux Epiror 


Local stamps, as a general thing, have been a necessity of the times, 
or rather were called out by some short-comings of thé postal authori- 
ties, and were intended to facilitate delivery of the mails, or cheapen 
postage, and also to make money for the propriet r. Ina few instan- 
ces the local stamp played a prominent part in the history of the Post 
Office, and therefore has assumed an historical interest. The most in- 
createst good to the 
letter-writing public, and from a philatelie point of view, the least 
known and rarest of all American locals, is that issued by Berford’s 
California Express in existence twenty years ago. 

Usually, the history of a local stamp begins with its description 
and ends with its finding a place in the collector’s album. But Ber- 
ford’s Expre ss was one of the causes célébres of its time, oc upying the 
attention of the Press, Public, and Government, that it cannot be dis- 
missed with a few short words. 

Some years ago, while searching for facts in connection with Ameri- 
can local stamps, we became acquainted with Mr. R. G. Berford, who 
extended to us every advantage which could be of any assistance, in- 
cluding his scrap-book, from which was obtained, among other things, 
a set of the stamps used by him in his Express business. Our surprise 
and gratification can very easily be imagined at our discovery, and we 
now propose to let the public into our secret. 

From numerous newspapers and other publications ranging from 
1841 to 1853 we find that Mr. Berford was a man fully alive to the 
needs of his day; and as agent, publisher, newspaper-proprietor, and 
expressman, found ample opportunities of serving the public, and al- 
ways serving them well. However, with this we have nothing to do, 
except as it concerns the express business. 

As Mr. Berford had forgotten many of the little details connected 
with the early establishment of his business, our information in this 
particular cannot be as full as we would wish. Mr. Pemberton is of 
the opinion that the Express was started in Nov., 1849. It may have 
been earlier than this, since No. 2, Astor House, the N. Y. Office of the 
Company, had been occupied by Mr. Berford for several years before. 
[t was not until 1851, however, that the enterprise began to assume 
that character which afterwards cave it prominen -e. since this was the 
period when Mr. Berford entered into direct competition with the Post 
Office Department. What rates the latter was charging for mail deliv- 
ery we are not now aware of, though there can be but little difference 
between them and the charges made by Berford’s Express, as found 
in a circular dated March, 1851, of which the following is a copy: 


teresting of these stamps, because it produced the 
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LETTER AND SMALL PACKAGE EXPRESS 
WITH 
TWO DAYS’ LATER NEWS THAN THE U.S. MAIL. 
Our Special Messenger will leave New York by Steamer, on the 15th 
and 28th of every month. 
LETTERS DELIVERED TO THEIR ADDRESSES, RATES IN ADVANCE. 
Single letters (4 oz.) to San Francisco $ .50 
Sacramento. 
Stockton 
San Jose 
Oregon 
Sandwich Islands. 
Marysville . 
Eliza 
The Mines 
Chagres. R ' 25 
For every additional half ounce the postage is increased by one-half 
the postage on single letters.” 


~ 
t 


One month later a similar circular was issued with the following 
changes in the rates of postage 
San Francisco, 25; Sacramento, Stockton, San Jose, Oregon, each 35: 
Sandwich Islands, 50; Marysville, Eliza, and The Mines, each 1.00: 

Chagres, 10; Panama, 25.” 

In June, 1851 as appears in a most extraordinary docwnent issued 
by Berford & Co., the postage to California was reduced to 3 cents. 

Some time before this, however, considerable dissatisfaction was oc- 
casioned by the manner in which the contracts for carrying the Pacific 
mails were awarded and the enormous outlay to the Government. 
What this feeling amounted to may be found in the leading editorial in 
The Evening Post of Monday, April 12, 1851, which we quote entire : 

THE OPERATION OF OCEAN MAIL MONOPOLIES. 

Congress will soon be called on again to vote the annual appropriation of $638,259 to 
Messrs. Law & Co, for carvying the mail between N. Y. and California. That the members 
may vote with their eyes open, and that our readers may know some hing of the mysteries of 
steamboat politics we desire to submit a few facts for their common consideration. 

First, we wish them to mark the advantages of having government mail steamers instead of 
allowing our mailable matter to be carried by those who will carry it fastest and cheapest. 

We are bound to Law & Co. in the sum of $638,250 for transporting the mail from this city 
to Chagres and from Panama to California, and are obliged to pay the additional sum of $111,- 
757 to other parcies for transportation across the Isthmus, making in the aggregate the enorm- 
ous sum of $75,000 for a semi-monthly mail to California. 

Since this contract was made our correspondence with the Pacific has been certainly increas- 
ing from month to month and year to year, and we would naturally infer that the revenue of 
the department will increase in a corresponding proportion. But such does not prove to be 
the case. So far from it, by a recent return made by the Postmaster-General, it appears that 
the revenue from the N. Y. and Cal. Mail has fallen off from $45,000 a month to $12,000, or 
about $400,000 a year. This has resulted from want of safety, regularity and despatch in the 
delivering of the mails by the Government steamers. It rarely happens that Berford’s and Greg- 
ing’s do not arrive punctually ; and their agents see that packages entrusted to them are hast- 
ened across the Isthmus and not left to the mercy of indolent and careless boatmen. The 
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consequenc is that most of the mailable matter requiring despatch is sent by these inde 
pendent agencies and not by the mail. This tendency and the causes of it the mail compan 
iés encoura.e, because it diminishes their responsibility and increases their revenue. Instead 

carrying the mui} as they are bound to do by their contract, in the U. S. mail-bags, they 
carry them in the bigs of the several express c »mpanies, for which they receive a high rate 
of freight. thus getting twice paid for the same service 

The express men can afford to«arry thee mails for less than half the regular postage by 
this arrangement, and that they do it, is notorious. The following ix a copy of Berford & 
Co.’s advertisement, regul: arly inserted in our paper, and which may usually be found on our 
third page. Similar advertisements may te found in any of the New York papers immedi 
ately preceding the departure of a California steamer 


BERFORD & CO.’S GREAT CALIFORNIA EXPRESS 
FreIGHT 40 CENTS PER I[b., 
By every Steamer, 
Through to California i n Thirty Days, in charge of Special Messengers. 

We respectfully announce that our arrangements for transporting 
gold dust, goods, letters and newspapers, cannot be surpassed by those 
of any other express. Our goods are received through agents at 
Chagres, and are transported by them to Panama with the greatest 
dispatch, and they give no preference to any Express Company in for- 
warding their goods in advance of any other express. Our rates for 
transporting goods through are from ten to twenty per cent. less than 
those of any other Express Company. 

Our mails leave New York two days after the United States Mails, 
and arrive in San Francisco sumultaneously with them. 

We send a mail to all the ports of South America on the Pacific, 
also to the Sandwich Islands, China, Oregon, and all parts of Califor- 
nia, Chagres, and Panama. Drafts, notes, and debts in California 
collected. 

All goods must be put up water proof. Our office in the California 
Exchange, a fireproof building, though surrounded by flames in the 
late fire, was not injured. 

Berrorp & Co., 2 Vesey Street, Astor House, N. Y., also cor. of 
Clay and Kearny Streets, Portsmouth Square, San Francisco. 

Passage on the U.S. steamer, “only through line” of U. 5. Mail 
Steamers to California, secured at our oftice at the lowest rates.” 


Here we have a private company voaglh ising to carry mails regularly, for less than half 


the Government prices, in Government amers part of the way at least, and pledged to 
save to their customers two days on each trip j . a delivery 
This explains the extraordinary falling off in » Post Office Revenue on the Picifie mail 


routes, when it ought to be increasing, and it a explains why the carrying of m ils by the 
express companies has b come so extensive and so profitable 

The steamer ec mp «nies wink at « fraud upon the revenue which they find so profitable, and, 
by the influence of a lobby force at Washiigton, now said to embrace fifteen different indi 
viduals yne of whom was a member of th: administration which made the contract —and 
with six p-nsioned public journals in their interest, they contrive to prevent any inquiry 
into, or disturbance of, an arrangement so lucrative to them, and so unprofitable to the Gov 
ernment. 

We have repeatedly expressed our own pref rence fur an entire abrogation of the Post 
Office monopoly, especially upon the ocean, so that people may lawfully send their corres 
pondence by whom they please, at such prices as they may agree upon. We still think there 
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ig no practical change in our laws which would be prodactive of so much good in the same 
space of time. 

But while these restrictions exist, we insist that the contractors should not be paid three 
times the fair market value for their labor, and thea connive at a fraud upou the Government, 
by which it is deprived ot the revenue for which all this expense is incurred. 

We say three times the market value of the service, not at random or upon conjecture, but 
‘because responsible parties have already proposed to Congress, to carry the mail through Ni- 
caragua, by a route eight hundred miles shorter than that now takan by way of Chagres, for 
$250,000 per annum, the Isthmus travel and every other expense included, making for the 
entire mail service of the eight remaining years of the contract only $2,000,000. 

Law & Co. receive for their services $638,250 per annum, and the Government has to pay 
extra for the carriage across ths Isthmus, making the total cost of transporting the mails from 
here to California, as we have before stated, $750,000 a year, or what is equivalent to $6,000, 
000 for the remaining eight years «f the contract. 

Here, it will be perceived, is a difference of $4,090.000 between what this service costs and 
what it is worth ; between what we have contracted to pay for itand what we could contract it 
for, and yet the public have to resort to expresses when they require despatch ; the Govern- 
ment is defrauded of its legitimats revenue, the rates of postage have to be kept up to meet 
the wants of the department in consequence of frauds, and all for the sake of having a commer- 
ro al and tou mltiply and fatten a corrupt brood of steamboat politiciaas over the 
and. 


To be continued. 


Stamp Collecting in the Future. 
BY OMEGA, 
I see a great chance for the Future of Philately in America.—F. A. P. 
II.—PLAN FOR MOUNTING. 
(Continued from page 196. Vol. VII.) 


When the stamps have been prepared, the next step is to get them 
ready for mounting by what is called Hrnatna. There are several 
methods of doing this, but the following, it is hoped, will prove the 
best, as it is the simplest. Select fine, strong, extremely thin paper, 
(that known under the name of ‘ onion-skin” is the best), and with a 
moderately strong solution of pure gum Arabic, wash one side of the 
sheets) When dry these should be cut into strips of one-half inch in 
width ; moisten along one edge of the strips about one-eighth inch, place 
the stamps on their upper edge along the moistened border, and then 
separate with a scissors. Trim the sides of the hinge diagonally, fold 
the exposed portion neatly under the stamps, and they are ready for 
mounting. 

If the collector decides upon using the prepared album, affix the 
stamps by the hinge directly to the page. If, however, blank sheets 
are preferred, then another step is necessary previous to mounting. For 
this, cards of fine, thin bristol-board, a trifle larger than the stamps to 
be mounted, should be prepared (or they can be procured, cut to any 
size, at the card-makers), and then hinged in precisely the same manner 
as the stamps which should now be fastened to the mounts. 

The blank sheets should be made of some celicate neutral-tinted 
paper, pearl-grey drawing paper (French) being the best, cut in sizes 
to suit, and on this the stamps arranged. 

Now the beauty of the Atbum—and it is to be supposed that these 
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sheets will be bound together in some way—upon which so much care 
has been expended, begins to develop itself. However pretty each color 
of any set of stamps may be by itself, it is almost certain that if the 
stamps were placed in juxtaposition, and arranged according to value, 
the harmony of the colors would be destroyed, and discordant contrast 

arise, a fact too well known to need any discussion here. The narrow 
edge of white around each stamp prevents all disagreement of the 
colors ; and finally, the neutral tint of the paper heightens them 
throwing up the pale shades, deepening the yellows and greys, toning 
the reds, softening the blues and greens, and on the whole causing ar 
indescribable transparency to all the colors, which is perfectly char- 
ming. 

In arranging the stamps the collector will find considerable scope for 
the display of taste and ingenuity. Some may prefer to arrange the 
sets in certain geometrical figures. But those who collect varieties will 
find it very satisfactory to place the different values of the normal set 
ina single line, lengthwise on the page, and run the shades of color 
under the appropriate value. And it would be well, except in certain 
cases, to devote a page to each issue, so as to allow ample room for 
varieties, proofs, essays, etc. 

When the pages are ready for binding, if that be the intention, the 
most durable, as it is perhaps the most expensive, method, is to have 
books made similar to those used for photographs. In such an album 
the stamps cannot be crushed ; the whole page can be removed if nee 
be, and by hinging, the least touch of water will loosen the mount o 
stamp, without the slightest trace of injury to the page. 

In conclusion, if all the instructions and observations contained i 
this article are carried out, collectors will not regret that Mr. Philbrick’s 
remark to a correspondent about the future of Philately induced that 
correspondent to present the readers of this JourNAL with the descrip- 
tion of his own plan of collecting and mounting. And if the amateur 
who decides upon adopting this plan finds that his labor has not been 
thrown away, his patience not exhausted, or his money not misspent 
then omega can congratulate himself upon having donesomething to ele- 
vate the Collection of Postage Stamps. 

THE END. 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 
The Revenue Stamp Album, contain ing specially dé signe d spaces for al 
American Reven we Nta mps and a large n umbe r of Fore ign ones, By a. 
Water Scorr.—New York, J. W. Scott & Co. 


Of late years the collection of Revenue Stamps has assumed an im- 
vortar ce almost identical with that of Postage Stamps, and the objec- 
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tions surrounding them have almost entirely disappeared. Why there 
should be any objection at all can hardly be understood, since the 
least thought ought to convince the collector that stamps for Postage 
and stamps for Revenue are two entirely different things; and if he 
wished to collect either or both he was at perfect liberty to do so, but 
that at the same time he must not confound one with the other. 

As far as regards the inducements offered for the collection of Reve- 
nues, American Philatelists had very few; taxation in this country by 
means of stamps being a new institution, one of the results of the 
late war. When however, the Government changed the different 
designs, and permitted individuals to have private stamps for their 
medicines or matches, or other merchandise—these stamps being en- 
vraved and the plates held, by the Government—the variety of designs, 
elegant, curious, eccentric, or diversified, and the changes in the Reve- 
nue laws which may eventually tend to the abolition of the system, 
«reated a new field for collectors, and collectors for the new field. 

From American Revenues attention was directed to those abroad, 
until now the whole world is put under contribution to supply these 
Labels. 

As soon as it was seen that the collection of Revenues was about to 
take so important and independent a position as that held by postals, 
Mr. J. W. Scott, with an energy and perseverance that have charac- 
terized him in all his philate lic labors, conceived the idea of de vising 
an Album which would be devoted to Revenue Stamps especially. It 
was not long before his conception was put into execution, resulting in 
an Album of sixty-four pages of designed spaces for the different 
Revenue Stamps, interspersed with any number of blank pages for new 
issues, etc. Of this number, half are taken up with those of the 
United States—ten for the different issues of the Government, fif- 
teen for private proprietaries, and seven for the various states. 
The remuning 32 pages are devoted to foreign countries. It will be 
noticed in the title of the work that no attempt is made to give com- 
plete series of Foreign Revenues, this part having been left for future 
perfection; but in ths Amorican Department, nothing is omitted. 

The double-lined spaces are ample and well-harmonized, and when 
filled up with the appropriate labels, present a very beautiful appear- 
anze. It is unnecessary to call attention to the make-up of the book 
itself, the known ability of the Publisher-Author being sufficient 
guaranty that it is everything to be desired. 

We should like to say more on this Album; in fact we should like 
to go into a little discussion on the pro’s and con’s of, Revenues, but 
find it impracticable. Suffice it to say, however, the Album is worthy 
the collector’s consideration, and indispensable to any one having a 
thought of making a pictorial history of the first taxation by stamps 
in.the Republic of the United States. 
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A Des riptive Pries Catalogue of the Revenwe Stamps of all Nations. 
Published by J. W. Seott & Co. 

This anxiously expected catalogue now lies before us in all the bloom 
of youth and innocence—in fact we are afraid that it is innocent of a 
few stamps which many collectors are well acquainted with. This, how- 
ever, we must pardon in consideration of the fact that it introduces us 
to several hundred unknown American and foreign fiscal stamps. 

In the list of U. 8S. match stamps a5 cent Geo. & O. C. Barber is 
noted. We very much doubt if such a stamp ever existed, as repeated 
inquiries of collectors throughout the Union have failed to unearth a 
copy; and the only authority we know of consists of a statement made 
by Mr. Barber solely on the strength of his memory. Without in 
the least doubting that gentleman’s veracity, we must remark that 
such statements are unreliable. When George & O. C. Barber suec- 
ceeded to the business of Barber & Peckham it became necessary to 
alter the firm name on ,the cards, bills, statements, ete. ; as the 
stamps were used up they would doubtless be replaced by others bearing 
the new name (but not till then, as the *y were too valuable to waste) and 
others were procured bearing the new name We very much doubt if 
a new supply of the three cent stamps was required before the firm 
was again changed,this time to the Barber Match Co.: and now we find 
both stamps bearing the new name. Considering the many changes 
which had to be made each time, we very much doubt if *among so 
many things Mr. Barber could positively recollect having the name al- 
tered on the three cent, as it was a matter of no more importance to 
him than having new labels printed. 

Although many countries have undoubtedly been exhausted and 
many Others very fully catalogued, still we should imagine that there 
is ample scope for eve ry collector to earn the rewards offered in the 
preface for the discovery of uncatalogued varieties. Mentioning the 
preface reminds us, that we cannot do better than transcribe the follow- 
ing extract from it: 

‘Among the advantages revenues possess Over postage stamps may 
be mentioned the following: First, Revenue Stamp collecting is quite 
new, thus offering to those who commence immediately the same ad- 
vantages reaped by postal amateurs who obtained copies of the first 
issues of British Guiana, Sandwich Islands. Reunion. ete.. ete.. 
dozen years ago, which later comers have found it impossible to procure 
except at enormous cost; and we firmly believe there are many stamps 
quoted at 25 cents and under in this list which will sell at an advance 
of one hundred per cent. within two years. Secondly, The very high 
facial value of Revenue Stamps prec ‘ludes the probability of their ever 
being collected uncanceled, thus placing all collectors on an equality. 
Thirdly, The low prices at which nearly all revenue stamps may be pur- 
chased, and the large proportion which may be obtained by simply 
asking, offer great inducements to collectors of limited means. 
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The type, paper, drinting, and general style is unexceptionally good, 
while the price, 25 eents,is quite moderate considering the labor 
of compiling the first edition of such a work. We should recommend 
all earnest collectors to obtain a copy of the interleaved edition, 
which contains an abundant supply of neatly ruled, fine quality paper 
bound with the list, for the purpose of making notes on, or for tran- 
cribing to the catalogue the monthly list of new issues and resuscita- 
tions, which we hope to publish monthly in these pages. 


Clippings. 
Tne Mysricat Lerrers oN tHE Fist Stamps, 

The problem is solved. The meaning of the mysterious letters “‘C. 
B.” on the Fiji Island Stamps has been discovered. 

King Cacobau, the reigning King of Fiji, has had built for his 
own use a neat little covered carriage, which is to be borne on the 
shoulders of six men. On the panels are four medallions, two repre- 
senting the Fijian crest—a dove bearing an olive branch—and two 
with his Majesty’s coat of arms and the words, “Kingdom of Fiji,” 
with the initials C. R. (Cacobau Rex.) surmounted by a crown. The 
interior of the carriage 1s gorgeously decorated. 


Postan Wants or THE Nortn Pactric. 

The Post Office Department is in receipt of a petition, forwarded by 
Captain Dall, of the United States Coast Survey, from the dents 
of Unalaska, one of the Aleutian Islands, asking for the establish ment 
of a Post Office there. The nearest Post Office to Unalaska now, is at 
Kodiak, 700 miles distant, and the petitioners urge that the establish- 
ment of a Post Office on this island will not only accommodate them- 
selves, but will supply the wants of the seal islands and other points in 
Behring Sea, and also greatly accommodate the coast survey. 


Answers to Correspondents. 


A. C. P., Cuna, N. Y.—The envelope sent for inspection is No 
118 of Freeman’s list, and rare in an uncanceled condition. 

F. B. 8, Aprran, Micu.—The 6d. New Zealand is found in any 
quantity of shades The only way to detect a counterfeit stamp is 
to know that it is not genuine. If you cannot settle this point your- 
self, send it to some one who can. But we cannot tell you whether 
your stamps are genuine are not, unless we have seen them. Your 
third query is under consideration. 

H. A. Lee, Cuicaco.—Thanks for your kind wishes. THE JOURNAL 
will always remain the same price. You will find a number of newly 
issued proprietary stamps described in our next. 
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A History of Postage Stamps. 
ALPHABETICALLY CONSIDERED. 
BEING A RESUME OF THE DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL KNOWN STAMPS AND 
THEIR VARIETIES. 
For the Beginner and the Amateur. 
BY OMEGA. 

Our only apology for presenting a series of papers under this head- 
ing is, it will do no harm, and may be a help to collectors. It does 
not always happen that a collector has all the Journals and papers to 
which to refer for some particulars concerning a certain stamp; and 
even if he had, he would not be always willing to devote the time 
necessary for research. It is with this view therefore that we under- 
take the work, not only a pleasure to ourselves, but we trust a profit 
to our Readers. 

These papers will contain everything of note and interest pertaining 
to postage stamps, with discussions on all known types and varieties, as 
far as can be ascertained from the best authorities and collections. 

Advantage will be taken of everything said and written concerning 
postage stamps, and if no special acknowledgments are made, the idea 
must not be passed around that we are claiming all the honors. There- 
fore let this general acknowledgment suffice : every little or much that 
has been said, we have carefully gleaned. We have merely followed 
the Sower and Reaper. 

The countries issuing stamps will be considered alphabetically, with- 
out any reference to geographical location. We therefore commence 
with 

ALSACE AND LORRAINE. 

War was declared between France and Germany July 15, 1870. 
Soon after the Germans entered the territory of France, and at once 
entertained views of annexing portions of the country under their own 
Empire. With the establishment of their arms at Strasbourg, and 
their rapid advancement to the very heart of France, began also the 
operations of the postal service, and in August, 1870, a series of 
stamps was issued, consisting of five values—1 centime, 2c., 4c., 10c., 
and 20c. The series was completed in January of the following year, 
by the appearance of the 5c. and 25c. 

The design is very simple, consisting of the inscription Postres above 
a large figure and value in French currency, within a plain rectangu- 
lar frame, the whole on a groundwork of over-lapping curves. The 
stamps are on white paper, perforated 14}. 

Whether these stamps should be considered French or German, is 
scarcely pertinent at present, although Dr. Magnus takes the ground 
that they should find place among the stamps of France in use in 
1870-71. As they were issued by the German authorities, the French 
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Post being of course broken up by the advance of the German 
troops, there will always be a question of where they should be prop- 
erly considered. 

n reference to the appearance of the stamps, some fine-spun 
theories are advanced as to motives of delicacy which prompted the 
victorious Germans to refrain from hurting the feelings of the con- 
quered. Without going off so far to get a reason for their simplicity, 
and for the absence of unpleasant memories, let it be considered that 
an immediate establishment of the Post was the one thing needed, and 
there was no time to seek design or consult feelings. 

The groundwork in the ordinary series consists as was 
stated, of a series of over-lapping two-lined curves 
(cycloidal), with the inner curve uppermost. Another 
series exists in all values, with the groundwork upside 
down; an error caused by printing on sheets—the 
ground work being first impressed—which had become 
turned round in handling. Other varieties exist, which 

will be noticed presently. 

The following table contains the normal issue, with the different 
types and varieties, arranged so that beginners and amateurs may alike 
find what is desired. 

NORMAL ISSUE. 
Auqust,'1870. 
le., olive green. | 5e., green. 
2c., red brown. | 10c., bistre 
4c., grey. | 20c., blue. 
25c., brown. 
snverted Groundwork. 
Same values and shades. 
Minor Varieties. 
—QOf the normal series the le., 2c.,4c., and 10c., are found in two dis- 
tinct shades, the 4c. and 10c. being almost distinct tints. The 2e. 
exists, varying from a light red brown to an almost chocolate tinge, at 
least three marked shades. 
—Of the series of inverted groundwork the 4c. and 10c. are found in 
two shades. 
—There is said to be a 10c. on plain ground. 
ANGOLA, 


Angola is situated on the west coast of Africa, a few degrees south of 
the Equator. It was first brought into history in 1481 by the Portu- 
guese, and is chiefly remarkable for its traffic in slaves, long since dis- 
eortinued; troubles about the native succession, when the usual 
amount of conspiracies, assassinations, etc., were indulged in, and its 
admission into the family of Philatelic States in 1870. 
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Angola is a colony of Portugal, its chief town being 
San Paulo de Loando. As early as 1869 stamps were 
announced as in preparation for this colony, but they 
were not emitteduntil January, 1870. The design con- 
sists of a crown on solid ground within a Greek-lined 
Lee je circular border, with straight labels above and below, 
S REIS ea: the upper containing Ancoia between two square orna- 
mrrr~rrrnrnnrs ments, the lower the value in Reis between similar orna- 
ments. The space between the labels and the circular border is filled 
in with scroll-work. The general appearance of the stamp is impres- 
sive but neat, a character obtained from the Greek ornamentation 
which is very chaste. The stamps are printed on white paper, water- 
marked and perforated 13. 


NORMAL ISSUE. 


5 reis, black. 25 reis, rose. 
10 “ golden yellow. 50 “ green, 
a0 («6 pale bistre. 100 ** violet. 


Minor Varieties. 
—The only varieties existing are the 10r., pale yellow, the 20r., very 
pale bistre to a deep shade, and the 25r., vermilion. 


ANTIGUA. 


Antigua is one of the leeward group of West India Islands, under 
the flag of Great Britain. It is oval in shape, and was first settled by 
the British in 1632, who began the cultivation of tobacco. It has no 
rivers, and is remarkable for dryness of climate; yet away from the 
coast the soil is very rich, and produces abundance of sugar. It is 
regarded as a remarkably beautiful and healthful island, the tempera- 
ture being uniform, seldom varying more than 4° in twenty-four hours. 
This island was discovered by Columbus in 1493, and was the first 
which modified the British criminal laws with regard to slaves, by af- 
fording such of them as were accused the benefit of trial by jury. 
Slavery was totally abolished in 1834, The Government consists of a 
Governor, a Council of 12, who are nominated by the Crown, and a 
House of Assembly of 24 members, chosen by the freeholders. The 
Governor acts also as Chancellor of the Court of Equity. It is gar- 
risoned by a military force. 

Postage stamps were first introduced here in the fall of 1862, but 
one type being employed and two values. The design consists of the 
Queen’s (Victoria) head to left, diademed, on an engine-turned ground; 
name at top, value below, in white letters on solid colored labels ; the 
whole within a rectangular linear frame. Until August, 1873, all the 
stamps were printed on paper with the star watermark ; since then the 
1d. has not only changed the watermark to that of CC. and Crown, 
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but also appeared in deep red. Thestamps have been perforated from 
the beginning. On this subject of perforation a few words may be 
said lest the collector be deceived into spending valuable time in the 
classification of the varieties of perforation that exist. Two perforating 
machines are used; one, perforating 144, varying from 14; the other 
15, varying to 15}; the varieties being the result of some defects in the 
machines themselves. Sometimes the machines are used in combina- 
tion, and if an attempt was made to collect these varieties, they would 
be almost unlimited. 





NORMAL ISSUE. 
Watermarked with star; perforated. 
1d., 1862, rose violet 1d., 1868, orange vermilion. 
1d., 1863, rose. 6d., 1862, dark green. 
6d., yellow-green. 
Watermarked CC. and Crown; perforated. 
1d., 1873, deep red. { 6d., 1873, green. 
Minor Varieties. 
—Both values are found on paper varying in thickness. The 1d. is 
sometimes found in brick red, and kindred shades. 


Berford’s California Express, 
By tue Eprror. 


(Continued from page 13, Vol. VIII.) 

Before proceeding to the further discussion of the newspaper contro- 
versies relative to the interference of this company with the mail 
monopoly of the Post-Office, we shall stop for a moment to consider 
the franks and stamps in use by Berford. In Pemberton’s article on 
“The Locals of California” page 127, Vol. X., 8S. C. M., we find the 
following brief notice : 


lst. Berford & Co’s, California Express, Paid. This is found stamped in black, blue, and 
greenish ink ; large transverse oval. 


2d. Ber ord & Co's. Express, Paid. This is stamped in black and blue ink ; large trans- 
verse double oval ; parp in centre. 


These were evidently hand-stamped; when the first was used we 
have no means of knowing, the second is found in use in 1853. The 
first hand-stamp that we positively know of is shield-shaped. We 
have an impression stamped on a notice of Mr. Berford’s departure 
from New York in the steamship “‘ Brother Jonathan,” found in the 
Herald of Thursday March 20, 1851. The impression is in red-ink, 
and contains the inscriptions : 


BERFORD & CO.’8S LETTER AND PACKAGE EXPRESS CALIFORNIA. 


Another, and different variety, cut from a copy of “The Steamer 
Journal Supplement,” of Thursday, March 21, 1853, consists of a 
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double-lined transverse oval, with the inscription Berrorp & Co.’s 
CauiroRNIAN Express. But the most curious and most interesting of 
all was used between these dates, and is fully explained in the follow- 
ing advertisement taken from the New York Herald of June 17, 1851. 
By Authority. 


A New Postage Law. 


Regulations concerning Postage and Postage Stamps. 


CaurrorniA Express, Post-Orzick DerparTMENT, 
No. 2, Vesey St., Astor House, June 16, 1851. 

To facilitate the prepayment of postage upon letters and newspapers, 
postage stamps of the following denominations are provided and fur- 
nished by this department, pursuant to a resolution, approved this 16th 
day of June, 1851. 

No. 1. Printed in red ink, on white paper, of the denomination of 
25 cents. 

No. 2. Printed in purple ink, on white paper, of the denomination 
of 10 cents. 

No. 3. Printed in black ink, on white paper, of the denomination 
of 3 cents. j 

These stamps will be furnished by us to our postmasters, who are 
hereby required to supply all other persons in their respective vicini- 
ties. 

Any letter or packet with one or more postage stamps affixed, equal 
in amount to the postage properly chargeable thereon, as is fully set 
forth in the annexed “‘ Table of Postage,’’ may be mailed and forwarded 
by any of our agents, as a prepaid letter or packet; but if the postage 
stamps affixed be not adequate to the proper postage, the deficiency 
shall be charged at the unpaid rate, to be paid at the office of delivery. 


TABLE OF PosTaGe, SHOWING THE Rates To BE CHARGED UPON 
Sinete Letrers AND Newspapers. Har aN OUNCE WILL 
BE CONSIDERED A SinGLe Rare. 


Letters directed to the following places: Prepaid. Unpaid. 
Chagres........... 
Panama... be , 10 
PSN, <aininnserensedes penbaspereeth fake < 
San Francisco 
Stockton 
Sacramento. . 
San Jose.... 
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Letters directed to the following wrens Prepaid. Unpaid. 
Hong Kong 
Sandwich Islands 


South West Coast of South America... 
Buenaventura, New Grenada.............. 
Bogota... ; : 
Guyaquil, ‘Ecuador. 
Quito, 

Payta, 

Lambayeque 

Casma, 

Huacto, 

Callao, 

Lima, 

Pisco, 

Islay, 

Arica, 

Iquique, 

Cobija, 

La Paez, 

Copiapo, 

Huasco, 

Valparaiso, 

St. Jago, 

Marysville, 

Eliza, « 
Northern, “ 
Southern Mines “ 





Mails for South Pacific ports leave Panama 23d of each month. 
Newspapers will be charged 3 cents postage to all the above places ex- 
cept to China, Hong Kong, and the other places to which the postage 
on letters is 40 cents ; to these places, newspapers will be charged 6 
cents—always prepaid. 

Publishers of newspapers can send their exchanges free. Periodicals 
and all other printed matter will be charged 24 cents an ounce. 

The above regulations will go into effect on the Ist day of July 
next. 

Berrorp & Co., 


No. 2, Vesey St., Astor House. 


A number of these stamps was found in Mr. Berford’s scrap-book, 
and is now in the Editor’s possession. In addition to the three stamps 
mentioned in this “New Postage Law,” a fourth was found in Mr, 
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Berford’s book, of the value of 6 cents, printed in green ink, and iden- 
tical in design with the other three. A clear conception may be had 
of what these stamps were from the engraving which is given of one 
of the values, rendering a detailed description unnecessary. Judging 
from the specimen it is evident that the stamps were lithographed on 
white wove paper, and gummed with a species of flour-paste. Al- 
though the four values correspond, a separate stone was prepared for 
each value. 

The 10 cent of this series was noticed in the 8. (. M. for 1865, (p. 
137,) but the name was spelled Beprorp, and the stamp, it was stated, 
was surrounded by a glory. Whatever glory there may be in having 
a specimen, it would puzzle a Cuban volunteer to find the resemblance 
between a ““glory ” and the border of this stamp. 

How many of these stamps were used, how many were printed, or 
what disposition was made of them, we have never been able to ascer- 
tain. There is a mystery surrounding them, which we cannot pene- 
trate. Thousands were printed at the time, and doubtless many were 
used, but until the set was found in Mr. Berford’s scrap-book, “scarce 
anything was known concerning them. 

Annexed is a figure representing the lowest 
value (3 cents), which, we may remark en pas- 
sant, we have altered from the original. We 
trust Mr. Berford, if his eye should fall on 
this page, will not impute the change to any 
ambitious desire on our part to appear as a 
fabricator of improved stamps, but rather 
we do it in the humanitarian spirit of using 

every check to keep our readers and brother collectors from being im- 
posed upon by representations of this stamp, which one or two active 
swindling concerns—within sight of Bunker Hill monument—would 
not hesitate to palm off upon the too-confiding philatelist. 

We have no means of knowing how the public took to Mr. Berford’s 
innovation, or how they treated the novel document which he issued 
calling attention to his plans for cheap postage. But judging from the 
tone of the press of that day, the government monopoly was viewed in 
any but a favorable light. Turning once more to the editorial columns 
of “The Evening Post” for July 8th, 1851, just a few days after 
Berford’s great reduction in postal rates, there appears the following 
article : 


THe GoveERNMENT BEATEN IN CHEAP PosTAGE. 
Let the Government come down as low as it may in its charges, 


for doing what is properly the business of individuals, private enter- 
prise, if left free, underbids it. 





Fe ee 20, 1874. 


It is cianianiad ee many that the ( Government sat given the aren 
cheap Postage, and certainly the rates are less, compared with what 
we have already paid. But Berford & Company, whose express com- 
pany is established in this City, gives us cheaper postage yet. The 
Government demands fifteen cents for carrying a letter to California. 
Berford & Company deliver a letter for three cents at San Francisco. 
The distance, as ordinarily computed, is 5,500 miles. 

Berford’s charge for carrying a newspaper to California is three 
cents; the Government charges five cents on all occasional newspapers 
not regularly marked from the office of publication. Very few ex- 
cept occasional papers are sent to California. That country has not 
at present many regular subscribers to the papers published i in the 
States East of the Rocky Mountains. 

We understand that in this conveyance of letters and newspapers 
to the Pacific coast, no law of the United States is violated, inasmuch 
as they do not pass over any mail route within the jurisdiction of the 
United States. They are conveyed on the high seas and through a 
foreign country. 

We only wish that the whole business of carrying letters and 
newspapers was in the hands of such men as Berford & Company, and 
those who resemble them in enterprise. The only thing, however, that 
we can do for them at present, is to refer our readers to their adver- 
tisement in this sheet. 


Berford & Co. had now got fully under way. Their business pros- 
pered rapidly, and the Post Office Department had fears that it was 
about to be beaten by private wealth and private enterprise. Ac- 
cordingly it began hostile measures by seizing one of Berford & Co.’s 
letter trunks, or rather by causing the Custom House to make a 
seizure. The controversy now fairly broke out between Mr. Berford 
and the Post Office authorities, which will be best understood by the 
perusal of the following letter copied from ‘“‘ The New York Herald” 
of July 20, 1851. 

We prefer adopting this method of treating of the Berford stamps 
by extracts from newspapers, rather than from hear-say evidence, as 
in the event of any doubt arising in the minds of collectors that these 
labels are humbugs, a recurrence to the papers of the period will 
satisfy any skeptic. The extract which we-now give is particularly 
noticeable from the fact that it refers to the employment of the stamps. 


Tue Late Seizure or LErrers. 
New York, July 20, 1851. 
To tHe Eprror or tHe Herarp: 
Sir :—Some unknown individual, assuming the very imposing pseu- 
donyme ‘“ Lex,” has presumed to deny the statement that the trunk 
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supposed to contain letters, which was illegally seized by a Custom 
House officer, under the instruction of the Postmaster of this City, 
was restored by order of the Postmaster General to the owner thereof. 
We have been informed by the owners of the trunk, that said trunk 
was surrendered unconditionally to them ; and that statement has been 
corroborated by the declaration of the clerks in the Post Office De- 
partment. ; 

The long rigmarole about the Postmaster General giving “ instruc- 
tions to one of his special agents to obtain, in his own way, the neces- 
sary proofs upon which to base a prosecution,” may be intended to 

; . . . a 2 ] a] yr \ , 
frighten fools; but we must respectfully inform the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, and all others concerned, that we will continue our legal business 
of sending letters by private express in steamers not carriny the U. 8. 
Mails, until a court of law shall have declared it illegal. The Postmaster 
General has been frequently informed by us of our private express, 
and we invariably enclose to that function every Mandbill and circular 

. aa "“ . . . Dine 
we issue. The following is a copy of a letter addressed to the Post- 
master General : 

New York, March 6, 1851. 
To tH’ Postmaster Genera, Wasnincton City ; 

Sir :—We have this day received a letter from John Ca'hers & Brothers, of Baltimore, con- 
taining the following sentence : ‘‘ The postmaster came in and informed us that he would prose- 
cute us fora violation of the post-office law; at the same time handing us a proclamation 
issued by the Postmaster General at Washington, to stop ali mails but the U.S. Mail 
Messrs Cathers & Bros. act as our egenta under a letter of instructi»n preci-ely similar to the 
oze we now enclose you, and respectfully ask you to inform us what law of the L nited States 
he has viola'ed, as we consider ourselves the principals? We explicity diselaim all intention 
of violating any Act of Congress, and assure you that, 8» soon as you will make known to us the 
Act of Congress which forbids an party other thin the agents of the L nited States Post- 
Office to carry letters over the “ high seas,” or through a “ foreign country,’ or any other Act 
of Congress which our agent or ourselves are said to have violated, we wil. instantly cease such 
violation. Respectfully your obedient servants, Berrorp & Co. 

The reply referred us to the “‘ Act of Congress, approved 3d March, 

Pp) £ » ap} . 
1845,” and we laid his letter before our legal adviser for his opinion 
upon that Act of Congress. His opinion was that the Act of Congress 

; : , 
related only to persons carrying letters in vessels carrying the U. 8. 
Mails; to the masters of all other vessels, and to persons carrying 
ha . . . . T . 

letters for money over a mail route within the territory of the United 
States, but no section of that act, or of any other act, makes any men- 
tion of private expresses, or individuals importing or exporting letters 
in a vessel not carrying the U. S. Mail. 

If the Postmaster General really desired to test the legality of our 
letter express, he should have accepted our offer made to Postmaster 
Brady on the seventeenth day of May last, and also to the official agent 
of the Postmaster General, on the 19th of May, to whom we stated, 
in the presence of witnesses, that we did take letters to and from Cali- 
fornia for hire, and we desired him to enter suit against us. We refer 
those who take any interest in the question of cheap postage to the 
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Act of Congress, 3d March, 1845. We hereby notify the public that 
our mails for Chagres, Panama, California, and the South Pacific ports, 
China and the Sandwich Islands will close at our office on Monday 28th 
inst., at 2 p.m. The irregularity, insecurity, and delays of the U. S. 
Mails between New York and California are subjects of complaint 
daily. Letters entrusted to us, or to our agents, have never failed to 
go through safely, except in the instance when a package of letter en- 
closed to us, and prepaid at the Baltimore post-office, was broken open 
either in the Baltimore post-office or between Baltimore and New 
York, or in the New York post-office, and the Postmaster at New 
York refused to deliver the letters to us, although they bore our 
postage stamps, and we showed him a letter from our agent naming 
the number of letters, and their destination. 

The public, who have so generously used our express, need have no 
apprehension that their letters will be seized and detained by the 
United States Post-Office Agent. Weknowourrights. We are satis- 
fied that no existing law of the United States is infringed by us, and 
we challenge a legal investigation. Our mails of 14th June, from 
California, arrived here and were distributed the 17th inst., about 
thirty-two days from California, but the U. S. Mails have not yet ar- 
rived. Comment is unnecessary. Berrorp & Co. 


To be continued. 


Newly Issued Stamps. 


eee «86 CUBA.—The “Ever Faithful Isle” deserves its title, 

ee for no other country was ever more faithful to an annual 

j issue of postage stamps than Cuba, and she is here again. 

2 But, alas! the g/nius of originality has left her, perhaps 

i to help the mother country put down the Carlists ; or it 

ge, may be o keep Uncle Sam from casting wistful glances at 

~ this troublesome Daughter of the Antilles. Cuba again 

comes with the olive branch ; the Volunteer may swagger and swear, 

the Casino may breath forth lightning and burl its thunderbolts, but 

the scent of war is on the wind, and forsooth our roaring Bottom 

‘plucks the olive branch and extends it northward. In other words, 

Cuba has once more adopted the design of the 1871 issue—identical 

in every feature save two, but varying in color. We have given all the 

description really necessary when we say that the dies of the 1871 

labels serve for those of 1874, the only change being the substitution 

of the latter year for the former in the band over the seated figure. 
The values are similar, namely : 


12; C. D Peseta, brown. 50 ©. D. Peseta, violet. 
5 ‘¢ blue, 1 Peseta. 
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It will be noticed that the 123 has changed its color from lilac to 
brown, and the 50 from green to violet. And furthermore, that a 
former discrepancy in the 12} has been corrected, Though the value 
of the lowest stamp was 123 0. D. Pesetas, the stamp bore the figure 
12 only. This year 12} has been substituted, we presume to the 
satisfaction of the Cubans, who must have grumbled at not receiving 
full credit on the face of their stamps for the money spent for them. 

Sparn.—A very singular stamp made its appearance a few weeks 
ago, and for a time puzzled the brains of collectors as to its origin, and 
the parties issuing it. Its use could not be doubted, for every package 
of newspapers coming here through the Spanish mails bore from one 
to a larger’ number ‘of this star mp in addition to the regular 1873 
series. At first it was thought that the single representative was the 
precursor of a series of stamps issued by the Intransigentes. The Car- 
lists had their stamps, why not the Revolutionists ? On inquiry, how- 
ever, it was ascertained that the stamp represented a war tax, and, as 
far as our observation extends, is an additional rate on every single rate 
of postage on newspapers (?) only. 

The stamp consists of the Arms of Spain surmounted by Crown, in 
a horizontal-lined disk, within an upright oval band, containing in the 
upper half the inscription IMPUESTO DE GUERRA (war tax), ‘and be- 
low the value, 5 cent. peseta ; the two inscriptions being separated by 
& six-pointed star between a dot and dash, on either side. The hori- 
zontal lines are continued beyond the oval band, in the corners, in 
which are two simple Greek frets springing from a small square dot ; 
the whole surrounded by a rectangular single-lined frame, tangent to 
the band. They are impressed in black on white paper, and pertorated. 
Just as we go to press we have received another value, viz , 10c. p., blue. 

Houiianp.—The 50 cents has at length made its appearance. The 
color is bistre ; the design being identical with that of the other values. 

Prerv.—aA new series of stamps is in preparation for this country. 

SwitzeRLtanp.—The color of the 5 centime postal card has been 
changed from rose to brown. Presumably the newspaper band will un- 
dergo a like change. 

Unitep Strates.—-Owing to achange of base, Mr. l’ ussey has made 
amore marked alteration in his stamp than usual. The design re- 
mains as before, but the address is changed to 54 Ping Sr., the date is 
left off, and it is now printed in black. 

German Emprre.—The 24 groschen and 9 ki euzers are now issued sur- 
charged with a large numeral, printed in the same color as the stamp, 
directly over the arms. 


MINOR VARIETIES. 


France.—The 15 centime is printed much yellower than formerly. 
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Tasmanta.—The three penny stamp of this colony is now printed in 
a dark chocolate brown, 

Sierra Leone.—There his been considerable change in the tints of 
these stamps—the pink, y-ilow, and blue are much paler; the six 
penny appears to be gétting back to its old color. 


Nicaracua.—The 2 centavos is now issued in a light sky‘blue, which 
adds much to its appearance. 


The Revenue Chronicle. 


Unirep Stares Match—sames L. CLARK.—The first stamp on 
our list for deacription is an alteration of one of the beautiful little 
stamps lately used by the Park City Mach Co., of Kenosha, Wis. 
The business of the concern appears to have changed hands, for on the 
hew comer the inscription above the transverse oval is changed to 
JAMES L. CLARK, OSHKOSH, WIS. Inside the oval the words STAR 
Matcues have been placed, and although put in small letters, take 
considerable from the beauty of the design. The color remains as 
before. Small rect. 1 cent, green. 

Scumirr & Scumirrpiet. The stamps of this firm have been in 
use for some years, but do not appear to have found their way into the 
hands of collectors till quite lately. The design consists of the head 
of Mr. Schmitt in central oval, with the value in words in curved labels 
at sides, SCHMITT & SCHMITTDIEL above, address and U. 8S. INTER. REV. 
below, numerals of value in upper corner; small rect., 1 cent, orange ; 
3 cents, blue. 

Exce.tsior Match Co.—Arms of the State of New York in circle, 
surrounded by name and address of firm; ONE CENT INTERNAL REY- 
ENU2 in two curved lines above, with 1 ct. on svlid oval between them ; 
U. 8. in upper, FRICTION MATCHEs in lower corners. Small rect., 1 
cent, black. 

Medicine—R. C. & C. 8. CLanx.—This is one of the most noticeable 
designs that have been issued so far for this purpose ; it consists of three 
large white letters, A. B.C, in circles with dark wavy background ; 
U. 8, INTER. REVENUE FOUR CENTs above, name and address below 
figure four in octagons at each side ; lined back ground. Size 27 by { 
inches ; 4 cents, black. 

Curtis & Brown.—Small numeral in centre surrounded by uv. 8. 
INTERNAL REVENUE. HOUSEHOLD PANACEA, TWO CENTS, AND FAMILY 
LINIMENT, in three lines to left ; name and address in same space to 
right ; numerals of value in octagons at ends; ornamental frame. 
Size 4% by é inches ; 2 cents, black. 

E. T. Hazextine.—This is a companion to the well-known four cent 
black, and is precisely the same, with the value altered. We describe 
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it for the benefit of those who may not have the other. Name and ad- 
dress in centre ; numerals of value in circle at each end, surrounded by 
U. 8. INTER. REVENUE to left, pRoprieTaRY stamp to right. Size 2 
by é inches ; 2 cents, blue. 

Dr. Harter & Co.—Portrait of proprietor to left in oval ; v. s. 
INTER. REV. and name and address above, FAMILY MEDICINES and 
1 cent below. Upright size § by 14 inches. 

Playing Cards—Parer Fasrique Co.—The manufacture of playing 
cards being in the hands of so few firms, a new stamp for this pur- 
pose was so little to be expected, that we were quite pleased to receive 
this handsome addition to our album. The design of the new comer 
consists of a diamond surrounded by rays encircled by the inscription, 
PAPER FABRIQUE COMPANY U. 8. INTERNAL REVENUE. FIVE above 
CENTS, PROPRIETORY below, numerals of value in corners. Small rect. 
5 cents, black. 

Canapa.—The Dominion Government appear to be changing the 
color of the small bill stamps—we have the 2 cents in brown before us, 


and hear of other alterations. We hope to be able to give a complete 
list in our next. 


Ex Nihilo Nihil Fit. 


Those not of the elect of Philately are often struck with astonish- 
ment at the magnitude of the stamp-collecting business, the apparent 
enormous amount of capital sunk, and the extended ramifications of 
the trade. Being engaged, perh ps, in a large business themselves, and 
knowing all the mysteries of agencies, and consignments, and invoices, 
and deductions, and commissions, they are disposed to regard stamp 
selling as some new industry which is gradually assuming gigantic pro- 
portions. Happy are they if they have no little sons or nephews with 
an embryo album and an incipient correspondence, to undeceive them 
concerning these great corporations and companies for the diffusion of 
stamps, and the inculcation of philately. A stray letter or two, with 
an original account of 75 cents, and an unexpended balance of 34 cents, 
with gorgeous bill-heads, post-office boxes, president, secretary, and so 
on, will at length induce them to consider these features as the amusing 
or rather ludicrous side of stamp-collecting, and to unite with the 
amateur in a good laugh over these stamp Merchants. 

Reader, in other walks of life you have met people who saw their 
neighbors and their neighbors’ doings through the small end of a tele- 
scope, while, by some paradox of optics, themselves were reflected in 
glowing colors, and magnified ten fold. Their language grandiloquent ; 
their action and gesture, solemn and impressive ; their smile, heaven- 
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woven ; their laugh, Joveian ; their acts, heroic, classic exploits ; these 
poor creatures exist in a world of their own into which rarely penetrate 
the scorn, contempt, and ridicule of their neighbors. 

Philately, too, has its idiosyncrasies, and stamp companies are one. 
Like fungi, they spring op of a night, poison with their touch, 
and die. And here is the process: Four or five lads (it does not 
make any difference about the number), school boys, having risen to 
the dignity of stamp collectors, combine their purses, and at once as- 
sume the importance of subscriber to some ephemeral sheet, ‘“‘ Devoted 
to the interests of Stamp Collectors.” A glowing advertisement offers 
- great bargains, liberal commissions, important agencies ; their heads are 
put together, the dictionary swallowed and a name digested ; their 
purses again combined ; and with a cash capital of, say, $5, a few 
stamped envelopes, letter sheets glowing with the startling announce- 
ment of the new birth, and an inordinate amount of “ brass,” the new 
fledged company starts out into the world eager for recruits. And now 
one hears of ‘* The Great American Stamp Co,” of Splurgeville, with 
agencies in the four quarters of the globe ; or it may be “ The Empire 
Stamp Co.,” or “ The Eagle Stamp Co.,” with an imposing array of 
president and vice-president, and secretary and treasurer, and all the 
peraphernalia which usually distinguish immense banking or insurance 
concerns. And perhaps one may be gulled into sending money to such 
a formidable establishment—the G. A. 8. Co.—and find that his letter 
is not answered ; or if it is answered, he gets stamps ordinarily worth 
ten times his purchase money. Fortunate being, he writes again, and 
soon gathers a magnificent collection which some obliging friend as- 
sures him is composed almost entirely of counterfeits. Then he waxes 
wroth, but only to find that there is no redress. The G. A. 8. Co. has 
collapsed, and president and treasury, e¢ a/, were myths. 

Why go further with this discussion? As the world cannot exist 
without fools, so there are dupes among stamp collectors, and they will 
scarce thank you for your pains in warning them, when before their eyes 
they have the flashing announcements of hundreds of varieties for 10 
cents. Let them have their wings singed. 

That there is an extensive legitimate trade carried on in postage 
stamps, must be evident to all collectors of any standing. At the 
same time there are no more bargains in stamps than in dry-goods ; as 
the latter have a certain market value from which they scarce fluctuate, 
so stamps have fixed prices, increasing according to variety. The 
sooner collectors, and particularly beginners, recognize the fact that 
rare stamps cannot be found in cheap packets, and cannot be ob- 
tained unless at a liberal outlay, the sooner will their mushroon com- 
panies and swindling concerns find themselves not wanted, and the 
album of the collector will no longer be marred with counterfeits and 
humbugs. 
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Clippings. 
Taat Post-Carp Srory. 


The post-office clerks desire us to say that they all know the story of 
the man who wrote a note on a postal card, inclosed it in an envelope, 
put on a three cent stamp, and mailed it, saying what a great con- 
venience it was. Theclerks in the stamp department have suffered un- 
told agony from this story. Every postal card they have sold has drawn 
it out. One man leans on the window, an tells it every time he buys 
astamp. One fellow, an old thoroughbred rounder came in to tell it, 
and then told it wrong. One man told it to them in Dutch, anda 
high-school boy scanned it for them. Sometimes half a dozen men will 
stand at the window ani tell it by turns, just as they get money or- 
ders. One villain wouldn’t pay his box rent till they had all quit 
work and come up to hear that story. Not long since a preacher cams 
to the window, mailed some tracts and told that story, thereby destroy- 
ing the clerk’s belief in future punishment. A deaf and dumb man 
told it on his fingers, in excited pantomine, and then, and then, fearing 
they had lost some of it, he wrote it out onaslate. The victims 
to this narrative now wish to inform the public that they have the 
anecdote by heart: they can say it backward and whistle it, and if 
ever they get lonesome for want of it, they can tell it to each other. 


RevivaL or THE Franxine Privitece.—The sales of postage 
stamps at the Post-Office of the House of Representatives frequently 
exceed $50 a day. The members begin to feel the inconvenience and 
loss to themselves of the abolition of the franking privilege, now that 
they are daily called upon to send public documents to their constitu- 
tents at their own expense. They say they do. not mind putting 
stamps on their letters, but when it comes to paying postage on heavy 
books, the burden is too heavy to be long endured. There is a good 
deal of talk of a revival of franking as applied to public documents 
only. Another plan is to authorize by law the Public Printer to mail 
the documents tree of postage to such persons as the members shall 
direct ; aud still another is to have a stamping-machine with an en- 
graved steel dye kept in the Clerk’s office to stamp documents for free 
transmission through the mails. 


Treaty with New Sourn Wa.es.—A few days ago the Hon. 
Saul Samuel, Postmaster-General of New South Wales, who has been 
in Washington making arrangements for a postal convention with 
the United States Government, visited the New York Post-Office and 
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examined the workings of all its departments. He was accompanied 
by his chief clerk, Mr. Dalgardo. He praised what he saw here and 
what he had seen in the Department at Washington. He said he 
wanted the people of New South Wales to become “ Yankeeized.” 
They could a money fast enough, but in other respects they 
lacked the dash of Americans. San Francisco will be the exchange 
office, and in Mr. Samuel’s opinion the bulk of the mails and packages 
to an from England will pass through the United States. Mr. Samuel 
and Mr. Dalgardo left this port for San Francisco Saturday evening. 


Postat Facts. 


THe Report oF THE PosTMASTER-GENERAL, lately submitted 
to Congress, contains some very interesting facts which may prove of 
use to Philatelists. In reference to the franking privileges, Mr. Cres- 
well, the Postmaster-General, thinks the results satisfactory. Section 
4 ofthe Act of March 31, 1873, which provides official stamps and 
stamped envelopes for the several executive departments, has been 
steadily complied with. These stamps and envelopes furnished have 
been executed in the highest style of art and will compare favorably 
with those of any other country. From July 1 to Sept. 30 ot the past 
year the following numbers and values were issued : 


Stamps. Number of Stamps. Value. 


The Executive 5,150 $2,000 00 
The State Department y 20,749 70 
The Treasury Department 407,009 00 
The War Department 17,689 00 
The Navy Department ‘ 12,239 00 
The Post-Office Department... 10,054,660 354,535 00 
The Interior Department...... 1,058,475 59,171 00 
The Department of Justice.... 65,400 3,909 00 
Department of Agriculture.... 275,000 20,730 00 

20,055,510 $896,213 70 

Number of Stamps. Value. 
Stamped envelopes, etc., to the 

War Department..... 587,100 $10,315 56 
The Post-Office Department.. 4,836,300 147,007 90 


— 


5,423,400 $157,323 46 
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The Provisional Issues of Guadalajara. 
BY F. A. PHILBRICK, Ese. 

At a meeting of the London Philatelic Society, held January 34d, 
1874, a paper with the above title was read by the distinguished Vice- 
President of the Society, Mr. Philbrick. ‘Through the kindness of 
an esteemed correspondent we now present the contents of that paper, 
as we deem it of sufficient importance to meet the most earnest at- 
tentions of amateurs. 

The stamps of Guadalajara constitute a series by themselves in the 
annals of Philately. That a town, one among many, in the interior 
of a large country like Mexico, should issue its own stamps, of a de- 
sign peculiar to itself, to frank postage to all ports, as well domestic 
as foreign, and this at a time when legal governmental issues were in 
full course through the rest of the country, nay, even in the very town 
itself, is a fact well known to those whose attention has been directed 
to the history of postal matters; but which may truly be affirmed to 
be unique in their knowledge, and to the uninitiated must appear in- 
explicable, if not incredible. The records of our science, however, 
are full of instances which at first sight are strange: they yield to 
patient investigation, and furnish results valuable alike to the his- 
torian and to the chronicler of postal issues. 

In bringing before this Society the following remarks on the subject 
of discussion, I must crave the indulgence always accorded to the 
efforts of a pioneer So far as my information extends, no article treat- 
ing of these stamps has appeared in any of the Journals devoted to 
philatelic literature, except that in Le Timbre Poste (vol. viii., p. 92) 
certain forgeries were described. Much, therefore, which may here- 
after be advanced, must be regarded as tentative only, and the mere 
expression of my individual opinion. 

The first notice to be found of the special issue for Guadalajara was 
in The Stamp Collectors’ Magazine for May, 1867 (vol. v., p. 74), where 
under the head of ‘“‘ Newly Issued or Inedited Stamps,” the following 
observations occur :— 


Mexico :—A correspondent most obligingly sends us some specimens of a new stamp, pro- 
visional,as he calis it, issued by the Liberal party at Guadalajara. He vouches for their 
authenticity, saying the copies forwarded were taken from a letter delivered by post at Zacatecas. 
The specimens are of the rndest ; a plain circular black line, enclosing a space rather larger 
than a six pence ; within the value in reals in small Roman type, and the year 1867, while 
round the inner edge are the words in thick black letters, Franco EN GUADALAJARA; the F. of 
FRANCO is somewhat like an k, having traces of the lowest line of the latter letter. 
adhesive, unperforated. printed in black on plain paper, and as under: 

l real, blue, light blue | 2 reals, white, green. | 4 reals, white. 
¥ Two of the copies we saw were obliterated by a two-lined mark—shaped like an irregular 
ellipse, having a wreath inside. 

ur strong impression is that these stamps are pure deceptions, notwithstanding our cor- 
respondent's voucher. The very selection of colors would indicate as much ; for if, as sup- 
, & hurrried provisional issue, why two colors for one value, especially as they were both 
printed from the same type? Their appearance, too, is generally highly suspicious, and, to 
those familiar with forged stamps, eminently suggestive. On testing them by the postmark, the 


They are 





THe AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PuitateLy. March 20, 1874. 


ellipse shows the mark of a stamp of far too great a size to be thus employed and in compar- 
ing the two postmarked copies, the course of the ellypse in the one totally differs from that o/ the 
other, and the wreath altogether varies also! To our minds this is decisive against the new- 
comers, but before expressing more than a strong present opinion against them, we wait further 
information. They have a strong case to make out to establish their claim to be ranked as 
genuine. 

The editor, it will be seen, receives the new comers with distrust, 
not altogether unnatural when the stamps are attentively regarded, 
and judged by their appearance only. 

It will be remarked by all, that at the period of the issue before us 
(1867), the Empire, under Maximilian, had for some years been estab- 
lished in Mexico; had possession of the seat and offices of government, 
and had issued the series bearing the eagle in 1864, and followed by 
the litographed and engraved head of the Emperor in 1866. ; 

The Republic never entirely ceased to be a govertfment existing de 
facto. In some part or other of the country, Juarez had maintained 
his hold on certain districts, notably at Monterey, where the stamps 
(head of Hidalgo), engraved by the American Bank Note Company, 
of New York, were issued by Juarez, and current for a short time. 
(I may remark, perhaps, en passant, that this issue is sometimes and 
with presumable accuracy, stated to have taken place. when the head- 
quarters of Juarez and his party were actually at Paso del Norte, a town 
on the Rio Grande del Norte, near the confines of Texas, where Juarez 
had retired before the Imperialist forces, and to be near his American 
friends and sympathizers.) At this period, Guadalajara was held by 
the Imperialists, and the eagle series was in use at the post-office there. 

The system at that time adopted in the distibuting department of the 
Mexican post-office was that each stamp should bear, by a surcharge 
the year of issue to the branch office, whence the public was to procure 
it; and that the several batches to the various post-office in the country 
shouldeach bear their consecutive consignment number in the year. Be- 
sides this, the name of the office of issue was also placed on each indi- 
vidual stamp before it was issued to the public. 

Of the Eagle series, produced and issued under the Empire in 1864, 
batches stamped 146, 167, 207, and 243,—1864, were sent to Guadala- 
jara; in 1865, parcels numbered 24 and 92,—1865, were consigned 
there; in 1866, as may be seen plainly on specimens before the meeting, 
the numbers were 20, 51, and 92,—1866. Very likely,in 1864, and 
also in 1865,stamps issued at Guadalajara with other numbers may be 
found; the above, in 1864and 1865, [ have merely noted as instances; but 
in 1866 I have discovered none but those bearing the above numbers, 
nor have I been successful in finding any for the years 1867 or 1868. 
This latter omission have no significance, as the eagles were certainly 
not generally distributed after 1866; and there was always laxity in 
carrying out the above system. Sets can be found with and without 
names of the issuing towns, with and without numbering and date, and 
altogether without surcharge, in almost every possible combination. 
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The general idea is, this system answered the double purpose of a 
check on the employés at the head office as to the distribution, and the 
local office as to the issue. Whatever may have been its objects, the 
latest issue of Hagles to Guadalajara I can trace was that numberd 92, 
in 1866. It took “plac ed early in the year: one of the specimens before 
us is obliterated April 8, 1866;—how long before the stock thus sent 
was exhausted is matter of speculation, in the absence of official rec- 
ords. This we know, that towards the end of the year, the Juarez 
party, who had been advancing southwards all the autumn, arrived at 
Guadalajara, and obtained possession of the town. ‘The series of 1866, 
head of the Emperor, Maximilian to the left, had made its appearance 
in the spring of 1866, first lithographed, afterwards (later in the same 
year) engraved. An issue of the former type, marked 12—1866, was 
made to the post office at Zacatécas, which might lead to the inference 
that there was an issue in 1866, of these stamps to Guadalajara, but 
for the fact that the Juarists were strong in the districts round it from 
June, 1866, and had ac quire 1 that town before they obtained Zaca- 
técas. I believe no use of the stamps, heads of M: iximilian, was made 
to Guadal i ira, for the reason presently mentioned. 

The Eagle stamps in use, in 1866, at Guadalajara, were obliterated 
by a circular hand-stamp, formed of a single-lined ring, inscribed 
within, around the circle, in block or Egyptian characters, Franco EN 
GUADALAJARA, with the date in the center in three lines of movable 
types. The F is not perfectly formed; it looks like an r, with the bot- 
tom line partly removed, so as to leave clear traces of its former 
presence. Moens and Mahé describe it in the stamp as if it were an 
E, making the word Eranco. This is as much beyond the truth one 
was, as to call it an r would be inaccurate in the other: it is a mon- 
grel sort of a letter. 

The state of this part of the couutry was greatly disturbed in the sum- 
mer of 1866; and when the Juarist faction got possession of the town, 
towards the end of that year, it seems tolerably certain they would not 
themselves procure the sti amps with the Emperor’s head, although the 
remainder of the Eagles might be used without objection. When they 
were exhausted, the need arose for new stamps, and the ingenuity of 
those who had to supply the requirements could devise no better ex- 
pedient than that of utilizing the obliterating mark in use, making a 
new arrangement of moveable types in the center, to express the year 
of issue and value, and producing a new obliterating stamp, for use in 
lieu of that thus appropriated. The postmaster at Guadalajara, at this 
time, was Don Guadaloupe Montenegro. He appears to have had the 
provisional stamps struck off and issued, without having obtained any 
authority from the President of the Republic, Don Juarez, who is 
stated to have commenced legal proceedings against him for this act. 
The postmaster was able, of course, to ensure currency in his own of- 
fice to his own issue, and this was all that was intended or desired. I 
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conviction of the postmaster. Hence the famous provisional issues of 
this town, current more or less, during 1867 and 1868, Again I may 
pause to remark that the history of parties and dynasties, sometimes 
even of nations and races, is legibly written on such ephemeral crea- 
tions as postage stamps ; the refinements and necessities of civilization 
and intercourses, as thus exemplified, form a delicate guage of the 
material prosperity of a kingdom, and of the stability of its govern- 
ment. ‘The stamps may conveniently be considered under the heads 
of design, paper (including watermark), perforation, and obliteration. 

Frrst, THEN OF Desten,—This has already been described, and is the 
old obliterating hand-stamp, the only variations being in the central 
filling up. The die is the same throughout, both 1867 and 1868: the 
circular beyond consequntly never alters. Of values there are five, 
viz.: 4 real, 1 real, 2 reals, and 4 reals, and 1 peso; obviously, there- 
fore, each of these required a fresh setting up of the central part. 
These, issued in 1867, comprehended all five values, in all of which 
the medio (the designation of currency) was espoused. That stamp 
bears simply Mepio in small Roman Capitals (not giving any denom- 
ination whether real or peso), and the date 1867. The 1 real has two 
types, distinguishable by the one being rendered respectively un and Un ; 
the variety wn is found in all the varieties on wove paper, and on them 
alone. Moens catalogues wn real vert (Mahe’s vert d’eau),on wove with 
a capital U. This type on green wove is singular: all varieties on 
watermarked paper are of the un type—80, for as my experience ex- 
tends, it is restricted to them. The two reals was also twice set up; 
the first set have the bottom limb of the 2 on a line with reales, the (s) 
of which is a little higher than the other letters; in the later set, the 
2 is elevated above the line, has a dot after it, and the second (e) of reales 
is perceptibly above all the other letters. Of the 4. reales, there are 
two types, distinguishable by the presence or absence of a dot or stop 
after the figure 4. Of the one peso, there are two types; one variety 
has the word wn small letters, the other has Un with a capital. 

There are thus, except of the medio, two distinct types, at least, in 
all the other values of 1867. In the series an papier quadrillé occurs 
the so-called 1867, error of date—l for 1. Moens catalogues this, and 
a specimen is in my collection on the table; but if we look at the Un 
peso of this set, the same thing appears: the right lower base of the 
figure 1 prints, the left does not—it is a mere flaw of the printing, not 
an error in the type setting. With the single exception of a capital or 
small w in the word wm, all the letters and all the figures in the central 
part used in 1867 are the same; the sole variations being due to differ- 
ent setting up of the type, and punctuation. In the 1868 set there are 
but two values, viz.: 1 real and 2 reales. Of these the one has wn real 
in small letter; and an error has the letters of the word reversed, read- 
ing nu very plainly. This is on thick green laid paper, and a clear copy 
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will be seen on sheet 4 of my specimens on the table. There are also 
two types of the 2 reales: one with the figure 2 upside down, as given 
by Moens. This I never yet met with. The letters and figures used in 
the centre part of the 1868 values are, with the necessary variations of 
the final 7 to 8 in 1868, the same: variations are due entirely to type 
setting and punctuation, as in those of the former year. Thus there 
appear to have been two clear settings up and varieties of each type 
(except the } real) in each year. The “error” 1863 is due to imperfect 
printing of the figure 8, and is not a typographical error. The “error” 
1869 I never saw, but believe it to be of the same description ; these are 
merely examples badly struck: mal venus, as the French say. The 
stamps were printed by hand, separately, on plain white wove paper, 
at first imperforate, but adhesive; and were at first affixed, I am told, 
an the post office , and not delivered in sale to the public till some little 
interval. After a shorttime, it was found desirable to rule off the sheets 
of paper on which the stamps were to be struck into squares, so as to 
guide the eye of the stamper where the die was to fall, or to guide in 
severing them. Accordingly we find pencil squares, with sides measur- 
ing, as nearly as may be, 1} inch, clearly visible on many of the full- 
margined copies before us. This ruling was done after the paper was 
gummed. 

This conveniently brings me to the second head, that of 

Parrer.—At first common white wove was used for all values: no 
other paper has four separate values of an issue on it, as the subjoined 
table shows at a glance. It was soon obvious to the post-office authori- 
ties, that the values might be advantageously denoted, by employing 
colored paper. Ordinary colored fancy writing papers were procured, 
and on these the changes have been rung in a bewildering manner; 
perhaps because no sufficient supply of any one kind was to be had. 
I think, however, we may call green the normal color of the 1 real, as, of 
the ten varieties of paper it is found on, half are green. In like manner, 
we may fairly say rose is the normal color of the 2 reales; as, of the 
twenty various papers on which it is, eight are rose, and but five only 
green. 

To be continued, 
A History of Postage Stamps. 
ALPHABETICALLY CONSIDERED. 
BEING A RESUME OF THE DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL KNOWN STAMPS AND 
THEIR VARIETIES. 
For the Beginner and the Amateur. 
BY OMEGA. 
ARGENTINE. 

In 1535, Don Pedro de Mendoza, on his way to Paraguay, built a fort 
on the present site of Buenos Ayres, but that was soon destroyed b 
the Indians; and it was not till 1580 that Don Juan” de *Garay took 
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formal possession of the country, and founded the city of Buenos Ayres. 
At that time and for nearly two centuries afterwards the whole 
country, from the month of the Plata to the Pacific Ocean, Paraguay 
included, was comprised in the vice royalty of Peru. In 1776, La 
Plata, comprehending all the Spanish dependencies east of the Cordil- 
leras, was erected into an independent government. In 1809 the con- 
quest of Spain by the French released the Spanish American govern- 
ments from their ties to the mother country, and the revolutions which 
then ensued narrowed the limits of La Plata, Tarija and. some other 
districts on the Cordilleras, being annexed to Bolivia, while Paraguay 
became independent. Buenos Ayres failed signally in the attempt to 
establish freedom on a basis of good order and stability. Between 
1810 and 1835 she had no fewer than thirty-six changes of government. 
In 1824, a general congress of the Confederated States, decided by a 
large majority in favor of union in preference to federation. The vote, 
however, was practically annulled by the violent opposition of Buenos 
Ayres. She was unwilling to renounce her control over the navigation 
of the Parana, or to cease to be the sole port of entry, and thus 
* Death to the Savage Unionists” became the popular watchword of 
the State. In 1835 Don Juan Manuel de Rosas, one of the gauchos, 
or cattle drivers of the interior, whose successes achieved against the 
Indians in the Pampas, had made him the idol of the Gaucho popula- 
tion, was elected Dictator of Buenos Ayres, with unlimited powers. 
He possessed the stern energy requisite for the management of his half 
civilized countrymen, but he was as incapable as they of comprehend- 
ing the prospective benefits of a liberal and enlightened policy. 
Hence, though secure from within, he provoked numerous enemies from 
without. His obstinate contest with Montevideo gave rise to the 
blockade of the Buenos Ayrean waters by the British and French, and 
to the alliance of Brazil witn his enemies in Uruguay, and finally to the 
invasion of Buenos Ayres by Urquiza, the Governor of Entre Rios, 
when Rosas being defeated (February, 1852), fled to England. The 
navigation of the Parana was thereupon immediately declared open to 
the world. 

Numerous changes took place in the government; the most important, 
because of the associations suggested by the postage stamps, being 
that of Rivadavia overthrown by De Rosas, at one time Dictator of 
the Confederation ; and he in his turn being driven from power mainly 
through the exertions of General Sarmiento, the present President of 
the Republic. The first Republic, as such, was established in 1862, 
when General Mitre was declared President. He ruled for a period of 
six years, being succeded by Sarmiento, in 1868. 


Paving now shown in a very brief outline, the origin of the Confed- 
eration (May 25, 1810), and the proclamation of the Republic in 1862, 
we are prepared to enter upon a discussion of the postage stamps of the 
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ARGENTINE CONFEDERATION. 


The stamps of the Argentine Confederation, decreed in February, were 
prepared in April, 1858, but of the three values one only was issued 
to the public. The design consists of the Arms of the 
Confederation (head surrounded by rays above transverse 
semi-shaded oval containing clasped hands supporting a 
cap of liberty) in frame of Greek pattern, ConFE°* ARGEN- 
TINE above, value below in large characters. Litho- 
graphed on thiunish white paper, no watermark, unper- 
Watatewe forated. Of this series the only value used was the 
5 centavos red, and up to the appearance of the December (1866) 
number of The Stamp Collector’s Magazine was the only value known 
to collectors. Then a great discovery was announced, namely the 
10 CENTAVOs, green, and 15 cE NTAVOS, blue, similar to the other 
single value in design, paper, mode of printing , and size of characters 
employed. This discovery set amateurs to their wit’s ends, and pro- 
voked long, and very often fierce and angry discussion. Some doubted 
the genuineness of the stamps; none asserted they were reprints. 
Some adduced documentary evidence to sustain their authenticity, 
and others did not stop until they told how many stamps were printed. 
And so on the discussion waged, with data and statistics, until the col- 
lector became confused. 

It has now become a settled fact that the 5 centavos, large figure, is 
the only stamp ofa postal character. The 10c. and 15c. cannot be 
considered reprints, since these values never performed any original 
duty. They may be placed in the Album as showing the intentions of 
the Post Office. 

This issue was followed in December, 1858, by a second series con- 
sisting of the same values, precisely similar designs, the chief differences 
being that the figures of value were smaller, and the Greek fret border- 
ing larger than in the former stamps. 

In 1862, a new series emanated from the Post Office, smaller and 
more compact in design, which consisted of the Arms and inscription 
on solid circular disk, with shaded spandrzls, the inscription being 
REPUBLICA ARGENTINA. Of this issue there were three values, printed 
in color on white, and unperforated. Each value was from a different 
die, causing therefore little differences which will be available in dis- 
tinguishing the original from reputed reprints, all the latter being from 
the same die, the onlv alteration being the figure of value. Some have 
maintained that there have been two distinct types of the smallest 
value. 

In 1863, another change of the stamps of the Republic was resolved 
on, this time for the purpose of perpetuating the memory of Rivadavia, 

who was at one time (1826) the President of the Confederation, and 
who was remarkable for the ability of his administration and for the 
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benefits which his wise government conferred upon the people. The 
same values were still maintained, each bearing the portrait of Riva- 
davia, printed in color, p2 xrforated and watermarked. On the lowest 
value (5 centavos), the design consisted of the portrait in a broad oval 
frame with numerals in circle at each angle ; the 10c. contained the 
portrait in a lined oval, with the value in a polygon in each angle ; the 
15c. differed from the 5c. in having the figure of value in an oval at 
the sides, and ornamented angles 

These stamps were printed in Paris in 1864, and the dies were 
so much worn by the repeated calls made upon them, that they became 

. deterioated, and in consequence were forwarded to the American Bank 
Note Co., of this city, for repairs, whence they were returned to Paris, 
and once more employed. Varicties in this issue are easily accounted 
for, and will be treated extensively in the proper place. 

We have no information as to the engravers of the original die, or 
the reasons for sending the plate to Paris to be printed from after they 
had left the American Bank Note Co., and would perhaps be interested 
in knowing the causes of all this roundabout way of doing business. 

Postage stamps »re such convenient and so inexpensive a means of 
making the memories of heroes, or great leaders popular, that the Ar- 
gentine government made another change i in the design on their stamps 
this time to perpetuate a trio of Argentine benefactors—Rivadavia, 
General Belgrano, and General San Martino. Here again the same 
values were used ; the 5c. contained the portrait of Rivadavia to right 
within an inscribed circular band containing REPUBLICA ARGENTINA, 
separated by figure 5, the whole within a shield, containing figure of 

os value in each upper angle, and resting on scrolled label 

of value in words. The 10c. contained the portrait to 
right of Belgrano within an inscribed oval band, with 

Arms in small shield dividing the band into two even 

portions, the upper containing REPUBLICA ARGENTINA, 
the lower the value, the numeral being in each corner. 

The 15c. contain the portrait of San Martino to left 

in an inscribed lozenge containing inscription above, 
value below, with numerals of value in circle at each angle. 

In 1873 the art gallery resolved upon another exhibition, in which 
it was expressly stipulated that pictures exhibited once would not be 
displayed again. In other words another change was resolved upon, 
in which there were to be new and different values, an enlarged series, 
and portraits of other of the many heroes which so conspicuously 
figured in the history of Argentine. 

It must now be remembered that a change of government took place 
in the Republic in 1868, when General Dominco F. Sarmiento was 
chosen President, having received more votes than his predecessor and 
Urquiza (of whom we have spoken), who were also candidates. In 











March 20, 1874. Tur American Journat or Puriareny. 45 


the new Ministry or Cabinet, Gervaciro A. Posapas received the ap- 
ointment of Postmater General. He was the son of Juan Antonio 
osados, the late Supreme Dictator. He spent several years in Eng- 
land, became acquainted with Sir Rowland Hill, became familiar with 
all the workings of the Post Office, so that on his acceptance of the 
office in 1868, he was enabled to institute many reforms in his De- 
partment, and render the postal service as effective as possible. 

A commission was given to the National Bank Note Co., of this 
city, for the preparation of the piates,and in June, 1873, a series of 
five values was emitted, which, as they are here presented in fac-simile, 
need no extended description. 


On the UN CENTAVO is the portrait of Genera BALcance, who waS 
in 1832, Governor of Buenos Ayres. The cuatro c. bears the por- 
trait of Dr. Martano Moreno, the Secretary of the Provisional Junta 
of Emancipation in 1810. The Tretnta c. has the portrait of Gen- 
ERAL CARLOS DE AxuveaR, Supreme Dictator of La Plata in 1815. 
On the sEsENTA is the portrait of Don Juan ANTONIO DE PosaDAs, 
mentioned above. 

In June, 1872, a provisional issue took place, when the 5c. of the 
1864 type was reissued, unwatermarked, as the stock of the current 
5c. had, perhaps, run out. It will now be seen that Argentine has 
had six emissions of postage stamps. The large figure in 1853; the 
same design, with smaller letters, a short time later ; the small arms 
in 1862 ; the Rivadavia series in 1864; the portrait gallery types in 
1867 ; and in 1873 a further installment of the pictures of her 
heroes. These will now be considered in detail. 

NORMAL ISSUES. 
ARGENTINE CONFEDERATION. 
1858. 
Large Numeral. 
5c., vermilion ; (10c., lue, 15c., green, not used.) 
Small Numeral. 
5c., bright red ; 10c., green ; 15c., deep blue. 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
1862. 
Arms. 
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(Lines in shield curved.) 
5c., rose red ; 10c., yellow ; 15c., blue. 
Lines in shield straight. 
5c., rose. 
1864. 
Portrait; unperforate, wmk., BR. 8. 
5c., rose red ; 10c., green ; 15c., blue. 
1867. 
Portraits; perforate. 
5c., vermilion ; 10c., green ; 15c., dark blue. 
1872. 
Type of 1864; unperforate; no wmk. 
5c., rose. 
1873. 
Portraits; perforate. 
lc., violot, 30c., orange, 
4c., brown, 60c., black, 
90c., blue. 


Newly Issued Stamps. 


Maroon. 


New Zearanp.—The series of stamps for this colony figured in our 
February number of last year have just been issued. Above we give 
fac similes, with their colors. 

The impressions are on plain wove paper, perforated, and water- 
marked N. Z., and a five pointed star beneath. 

Peru.—This country is to have a set of new postage stamps. 
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Mexico.—The stamps we described as ready for issue by the Mexican 
government, have been joined by a set of stamped envelopes of the 
same colors and values as the adhesives; the design consists of the 
head of Hidalgo in oval. We hope to be enabled to give a representa- 
tion of it in our next, 


MINOR VARIETIES, 
Italy.—The stamps of Italy are now impressed in very clear, deep 
colors, conveying an impression at once that new plates are in use. 


Some Rare Old Match Stamps. 
BY AN OLD HAND. 

That ‘‘ Perseverance and industry perform wonders ” is true, no one 
doubts, and it is equally true that for the last six years I have been 
persevering in my endeavor to get a complete collection of these inter- 
esting stamps, but whe her [ shall ever succeed in obtaining that 
tgnis-fatuus of all collectors, “‘a complete collection,” I have been 
wondering for the last year or so, and as [ have now no idea where the 
one solitary specimen lacking to complete my collection can be found, 
thought it might interest some of your readers to know how | succeeded 
in getting the others. 

Of the common match stamps it is scarcely necessary to speak, as 
these are well known and can easily be obtained in various ways—a 
number of mine I got off the boxes themselves ; for some I wrote to 
the proprietors, but as [ only got about one in a dozen this did not 
pay ; others I traded for with friends, and all that I could not easily 
get this way I ordered from dealers, but when it came to the rare ones 
I found that it-was only by lucky chance that they could be obtained, 
as dealers nominally have a dozen standing orders for every stamp that 
is at all scarce. 


, 


One of the greatest rarities in this line is the 

| John J. Macklin, a fac-simile of which is re- 

produced here. I first heard of the name from 

 @ government list of proprietors lent me by a 

friend, but as it only gave the name, I con- 

cluded, after an ineffectual search, that it must 

be another of those annoying cases in which 

the article had changed hands without any al- 

teration being made on the face of the stamps. 

The list I speak of was taken from the gov- 

ernment books, and consisted simply of a list 

Manthetured by » | of the persons to whose order the stamps from 
JOHN J; MACKLIN & Gof ®2Y particular plate would be delivered. For in- 
I Cpr, 13th & Holman Sta stance, | found Hendrickson & Co., and as I did 
COVINGTON, EX, ; not knowof any proprietary of this name, I hunt- 
_— ed the matterup, and after some weeks found it 
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represented the U. 8. M. Co’s. stamps. About a year after I had con- 
cluded that there was no stamp answering to the name of John J. Mac- 
klin, I chanced upon a little collection belonging to a boy, who went in for 
having his stamps in securely; so not content with putting a heavy 
layer of gum on the backs, usually succeeded in getting nearly as much 
on the face ; the book was almost too dirty to touch, but it is very 
difficult for me to resist the temptation of looking over a collection. 
To cut a long story short, the collection contained the long sought and 
then doubted Macklin, and as the owner would -not sell the stamp, [ 
purchased his entire collection for ten dollars. After I had taken it 
‘home and boiled it in soap and water for about ten minutes, the paper 
began to assume its original white, and now forms one of my greatest 
treasures ; unfortunately it is very ugly, evidently being one of the 
first stamps of the kind prepared by the government ; the style of 
work reminding me strongly of the 1866 issue of cigar stamps. The 
original appears to be composed of an engraving set up with rule and 
types, and is scarcely more distinct than the accompanying cut. 

The “ Doolittle ” is another very scarce stamp, and is one that I had 
the good fortune to obtain with several other rarities in a little col- 
lection from the West. The design consists of the inevitable head of 
the proprietor to left in oval ; this is enclosed in a circular band in- 
scribed INTER. REV., W. E. DOOLITTLE, HAYESVILLE, OHIO, ONE CENT ; 
on left side MATCHES; on the right, in curved bands, vu. 8s. in upper, 
numerals in lower corners. Small oblong 1 cent, blue. 

The “ Akron” stamp is quite as rare, and is especially deserving of 
notice on account of its unique design, which consists of an accurate 
map of the moon beautifully executed ; this occupies the centre of the 
stamp, and is ona ground of fine horizontal lines ; above and below is 
the inscription, in curved lines, U. 8. INTER. REV., AKRON MATCH COM- 
PANY; IXL above, 1 below; oNE CENT in upper, AKRON, OHIO, in 
lower corners. The spaces on the design are appropriately filled in 
with twelve white stars. Small rectangle, one cent, blue. 

One more and I shall close my list. 

The stamps of the “ American Match Co., of Rock Island,” al- 
though one of the earliest known match stamps, has always remained 
extremely rare, and is conspicuous by its absence from nearly every 
collection. The design, however, is well known to all of us, although 
unknowingly to most, as it is a fac-simile of one of the commonest 
medicine stamps, with the outer frame altered—I refer to Hall & 
Ruckle’s label, which it also resembles in color (the one cent). The 
design, as before intimated, consists of the eagle on globe, precisely as 
in Hall & Ruckle’s stamp, with Rock ISLAND, ILLUNoIs in place of the 
name. This is set in an oval frame, inscribed AMERICAN above, U. 8. 
INTER. REV. below ; THREE CENTS at sides. From the upper frame de- 
pends a curtain, and below this a curved band inscribed MaTcH Co. ; 
aumerals of value in corner. Small rectangle three cents, green. 
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Berford’s California Express, 
By rue Eprror. 
(Continued from page 24, Vol. VIII.) 


We trust we have now sufficiently established the authenticity of 
the Berford stamps. As a rara avis, the set such as it lies before us, 
in clear colors and age-stained paper, merits an extended notice. But 
when we have considered the important part taken by the proprietors 
of these stamps for the accomplishment of cheap postage, and how 
from 50 cents and one dollar the rates were made uniform at 
3 cents, the importan¢e of these labels can scarce be over-estimated. 

Berford & Co. continued to occupy a considerable portion of the 
public attention, and more and more excited the jealousies of the 
Post Office authorities, without, however, coming into any direct con- 


flict with them through the courts, as did Pomeroy. One more ex- 


tract before the final struggle took place and the Government yielded 
by reducing postage, will show the temper of the foreign press on this 
matter. On Sept. 1, 1851, The Panama Herald thus discourses on 
CHEAP POSTAGE. 
All the efforts that have been made in the United States for the re- 
duction and regulation of cheap postage have, as yet, failed of meeting 
the wishes or even the exigencies of the people. Every attempt yet 


made to establish uniform rates has been equally as fruitless. Not 
even yet has a new law upon the subject been passed, or a new system 
been adopted, without being followed by misconstruction, misappre- 
hension, official explanations, controversies, and ultimate condemna- 
tion. So it was, upon the first change effecting the whole postal ar- 
rangement of the country; so it was upon the introduction of the 
new system regulating the distribution of newspapers, magazines, and 
other printed matter; so it was upon the entire abolition of the old 
rates of postage, and the adoption of the five and ten cent rates; so it 
was upon the exclusion of all coin from being received for postage, 
except the coin of the country, and so it has ever been, notwithstand- 
ing the appeals that have been made by the people, the agitation of 
the question again and again in Congress and throughout the country, 
and the attention which it has received from its legislators, exceeding 
that of even the Tariff itself. 

The first step towards reformation was a failure, yet it effected some 
good; the second was an improvement upon the first, but the third 
and last has, in a measure, upset the remedial effects of its predecessors 
in all except one single respect, and at the same time introduced evils 
which will require time and deep deliberation to correct. 

Among the provisions that were required to sustain the exclusive 
prerogative claimed by the government in the transportation of mails, 
® very important consideration was totally neglected. That considera- 
tion was and is the transportation of mails from one distant point of the 
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country to another, by crossing seas and foreign Ay No doin a 
the government, under the existing condition of the laws, for the ex- 
clusive right to transport letters : and other matter, usually denominated 
mailable, can be set up with consistency, or sustained. The gap has 
been left open for private enterprise, and shrewd individuals have 
profited by it. The express companies, or a majority of them, have 
embraced the tempting offer to enrich themselves by accomodating 
the public at the expense of the government, and in doing this they 
commit no fault. 

Efforts were recently made at New York to seize and detain the 
- mails-bags of Messrs. Berford & Co., which had just arrived from Cali- 
fornia, but were, upon laying the matter before the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, at once abandoned. The proprietors of this opposition mail re- 
duced their rates of postage to three cents for letters and newspapers, 
and are now competing successfully with the government mails. And 
the fact that they are ‘sustained by these low rates, proves conclusively 
that the government has failed to do its duty in not establishing 
equally liberal provisions for the people. If this private company can 
afford to carry letters and papers from New York to California at these 
low rates, the government can still better afford to do the same thing. 
By the existing act of Congress in relation to this subject, the postage 
of a letter to this city is just twice as much as itis to California, 
whereas the distance is not half so great. Until such inconsistencies 
are abolished, and substituted by a more just, equitable and liberal 
provision, we hope no attempt will be made by any future Congress to 
deprive us of the cheapness and facilities for the transportation of our 
letters and papers, which are now afforded by private enterprises. 


We have endeavored to give a lucid history of these rare stamps, 
confining ourselves to facts which are open to the most skeptical for 
proof. It will will be seen that the stamps are no fiction; that they 

"played an important part in the early history of our postal system, 
and were directly the means of our present cheap postage, at least as 
far as the United States are concerned. 

We shall now conclude by saying that the originator of these stamps 
and of the express company bearing his name, is still living, and at 
present in business in London. And we are sure that he will verify the 
above collection of facts to any of our Trans-Atlantic friends, who may 

still be incredulous. ; 
THE END. 
Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 


Illustrated Postage Stamp Catalogue, Twenty-seventh Edition. New 
York: J. W. Scott & Co. 
This standard catalogue has now reached its twenty-seventh edition, 
and consists of forty-eight closely printed large octavo pages. When 
we look back to its humble origin, and its steady growth from year to 
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year, and when we consider that in its early stages an edition consisted 
of one thousand copies, and latterly as high as ten times that number 
has been printed, we are more than ever impressed with the enormous 
growth of Philately throughout the world, and predict for it a brilliant 
future in America. 

The principal feature in the present edition is the complete list of 
our own official stamps, which has been sadly needed by our collectors, 
The reduction in the prices of a large number of stamps is a pleasant 
surprise for the amateurs, who have not yet obtained these speci- 
mens; the large additions made to the number of e ngravings will prove 
a welcome aid to the new beginner ; the care whic h has been taken to 
include all the new issues will be appreciated by the advanced collector 
and the general neatness of the composition, the beauty of the press- 
work, and the excellence of the paper will be appreciated by all. 

We are sorry to have to call attention to several errors which evi- 
dently crept in through carelessness, On page 14, in describing the 
new issue for Great Britain, we find ‘“‘ white letters in corners’’ which 
should be ‘‘colored letters in corners.”’ On page 22 we find illustra- 
tions of all the Cundinamarca stamps, but do not find them noted in 
the letter press. On page 27, in the list of Prussian envelope sti amps, 
we find a line (“1861. Head Victoria..”) transferred from the op- 
posite column. These, and several minor errors, are unfortunate, as 


they detract from the generally high standard of excellence displayed in 
the work. We hope, however, to see these corrected in a future edition, 


The Merchant Flags of the World. New York: J. W. Scott & Co. 

It scarcely comes within our province to notice the gorgeous sheet be- 
fore us, but as it states that it is “‘ printed specially for insertion in 
stamp albums,” and as we know that these sheets have been anxiously 
sought after by a large class of stamp collectors, we are only doing our 
duty to these in describing the pres+nt chart. 

These sheets possess three great advantages (to the collectors) over 
any others we are acquainted with, which consist in the tact that 
there is only one flag to each country ; more nations represented than 
have heretofore been given, and only flags of those countries which 
issue postage stamps. These we consider of great importance to those 
who buy them to put in albums, as they can use them all instead of 
having to throw away half the purchase. The colors are very bril- 
liant, and withal correct, and being printed on very thin paper, the 
book is not swelled to an inordinate thickness. 


Clippings. 
A young lady from Alleghany called at the Pittsburgh book store 


the other morning for a deck of them new postel keards ; double- 
headers. 
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A correspondent of the Times states that, in “ the endeavor (which 
was not successful) to float iron works at Leeds as a limited liability 
company there were sent through the Post office 12 tons of circulars, 
the postage upon which was £915.” 

Boys are always coming to this office asking for stamps. It is unplea- 
sant. We haven’t any stamps. When one of those boys walks up to 
our table with a countenance of the deepest anxiety and asks us to give 
him a few old stamps, we feel so sorry, and mortified and humiliated, 
that we could cheerfully slay that boy to prevent him witnessing our 
unhappiness. Perhaps it would be better for the boys not to come any 
more. We have noticed that the paroxysm gets stronger every time, 
and it is just possible that grief may some day overcome us so utterly 
that a boy or two will disappear in the excitement.—N. O. Picayune. 

Some time since the steamer Dhoolia was wrecked in the Red Sea. 
Among the wreckage, sold for a mere song, was a box supposed to con- 
tain nothing valuable, but afterward discovered by Egyptians to con- 
tain damaged Indian postage stamps to the value of about four lachs 
of rupees (£40,000). The stamps had been manufactured in England 
for the Indian Post Office, and sent out as a cargo with no proper des- 
cription or declaration of value. These stamps are finding their way into 
India through various channels ; they would be no loss to the country if 
at the bottomof the ocean, but being found and sold, are likely to cost 
the Government of India little short of £40,000. 





Errata. 
—By an oversight in the dates of the issue of the stamps of Alsace 
and Lorraine in the February number, p. 32, it was stated that the 
whole series was emitted in 1870. The 5c. and 25c. were not issued 
until the following year, 1871. 
—In the January number, p. 12, by the changing of types, the 1d. and 
5d. of the 1872 issne, should read 1 dollar, green, 5 dol., vermilion. 





Answers to Correspondents, 

Paterson, N. J.—Your request for an original specimen of the 
Berford stamps, cannot, we are sorry to say, be complied with. If you 
have read the article on these stamps carefully, you must have ob- 
served that but five specimens are known to collectors. A 10c. in 
Europe somewhere, and the set of four values in the Editor’s collec- 
tion, a set in all probability unique. 

S. G. & Co., Piymovrn.—Please remit 50 cents postage on JourNAL. 

F. G. S.—In answer to your communication, and to others of a like 
character, we are happy to state that your doubts will be set at rest 
by a History of all United States Locals, from the pen of one of our 
ablest collectors. The first instalment of this article will appear in 
our April number. 
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The Provisional Issues of Guadalajara. 
BY F. A. PHILBRICK, Ese 

Of the 4 reals, the ruling color is slate-grey, or lilac, which carries 

six out of nine of them. The l peso is found on lila only, of tw 
shades: one bluish or true llac, the other redder (lie d 

The 1 real 1867, on yellow wove is the sole variety known on 

colored paper; and indeed my specimen is the only one [ ever lu 

of: it came from an old American collection. My own belief is, tl 


the paper has been artificially colored since the stamp was_ printe 
but this is merely a supposition. There is a look about the grain 
the paper which suggests a false coloring. M. Moens shar \ 
but there is doubt enough to justify the retention of the sp ( ul 
its classification as a uriety 
Ch rs themselves vary 1 h in thickness, mal pnd ut 
mark \\ et pla ored paper, wove, papier dl 
) { s y\ | and horizontal lines crossing at right 
c ume with each alternate vertical line nitted, forming 
oblong r ingies this vari by ol papel Is pec iliar to th Ll real, L867 
paprer jé batonné, +. e., laid paper with ruled lines for writing in th 
watermark ; paper with these lines, but not laid, papier batonné; and 
paper laid, without these 1 d lines, paprer v n addition, the laid 


papers used in 1868 were much thicker than those of 1867, the lines 
visible in the substance being fewer, broader, and wider apart, and 
sometimes almost approaching wavy lines, or papier nuage It would 
be uninteresting to do more than refer to the subjoined table, in which 
such materials as I had, and made a full list of th: 


I have collated 
varieties found on the various kinds of paper. The conclusion I draw 


from the “Ta facts is. t | though lead i” colors were chose _ the supp! 
of paper at hand t t the want was limited; that recourse was | 
to the ordinary ta \ slored writin pAYperTS, si 1 l ] nore in vou 


abroad that 
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former, the pair of 2 reales next it in the line by the latter, as is also 
the 1 peso. The specimens here showing adjoining stamps on the 
sheet, one punched out, and one intact, leaves it needless for me to add 
further explanation, or to do more than call attention to the irregu- 
larities in cutting into the edges which so primitive a method entailed. 
It will be seen several sheets were punched at once. 

There remains to notice the obliterating marks. When the former 
die was appropriated to make the stamp itself, a new obliterating mark 
was necessary ; several appear to have got into the service ; one, which 
[ take to be the first, is simple—two laurel wreaths inclining to each 
other, and forming a circle. This is seen on the 2 reales, 1867, on 
white paper, before us: this copy is one which arrived in England in 
May, 1867. Another mark is a long flattened oval: the outer rim 
formed by one thick, the inner by two thinner lines, leaving a band 
between, in which will be found rranauepo above, avapaLasaRa be- 
low ; an ornament of laurel leaves fills each oval. The third and last 
mark I shall describe shows a sort of lover’s knot or interlaced double- 
lined figure of eight, very neat and effective for its purpose: it does 
not disfiqure, but does obliterate. We are veritable Goths in this respect 
here in England, and might take a lesson, if not from the remote West, 
yet from some of our European neighbors, with advantage ; notably 
the Belgians, who use a beautifully clear stamp. It will be seen that 
generally these stamp have no date in the obliteration, but many of 
these marked with the flattened oval have such as may be observed 
here to-day. 

As may be imagined from the nature of the provisional stamps of 
Guadalajara, they are rare and becoming scarcer; indeed, to fill the 
lacune in one’s collection is a matter of great difficulty, and requiring 
patience and time. 

As to comparative degrees of rarity, the medio real, and the wn peso 
1867, are almost unattainable, the latter especially so. I entirely dis- 
agree with the editor of the S. C. M. (vol. ia., p. 124), where he rates 
the Un peso unattainable. He probably means wn, but that he talks 
of it bemg on papier quadrillé ; of this variety of which he speaks, | 
know some eight or nine copies were received here. That which he 
calls the rarity par excellence, 4 reals, 1867, on blue, (qy., grey) batonné 
qy-, vergé batonné), may be seen imperforate and perforate in my sets, 
and though not common, is not so rare as the medio. My idea is, the 
un peso on lie de vin wove paper, and the medio real perforate, are the 
two least attainable : the former is virtually impossible. 

ForGrries.—The prices commanded by these stamps were a strong 
incentive to fraudulent imitations, hence forgeries might well be ex- 
pected, if not desired. In September, 1870, a set of four stamps, a 
so-called issue of 1867, second type, came to this country. Specimens 
were sent to me, and [ so thoroughly distrusted them, that I requested 
the publishers of the S. C. M. to insert the notice of them, which ap- 
pears in vol, viii., p. 154, in these words :— 
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Mexico: Guadalajara.—We received early last month aset of four stamps of this town, 

ander the description of ** 1867 is we. second type” They consisted of :-— 

Un real grey-blue. 2 reale 8, pale green 

2 reales, white 2 ‘* pink. 
and were all fresh. elean specimens, good margins cut square, and with the adhesive matter 
on their backs. The paper in all of them was plain wove, without lines or watermarks of 
any kind 

Ag this was the first intimation we had of such a thing as a second type of 1867, we somewhat 
carefully scrutinized them. The chief difference between it and those now so well known, ap- 
pears in the lettering of value in the centre. but the surrounding words, FRANCO EN GUADALA- 

RA, are diff rent. It has long been noticed that the F of the first word has in the olden set, 
a defective piece at the bottom, giving the idea of an £ altered since the letter was cast in the 
foundry. and that the alteration was clumsily done ; so much so, that we have seen catalogues 
give these stamps with ERANCO. for FRANCO - but in these new comers the defect seems exag- 
gerated and very different—more fashioned, and (to borrow a French word, for which an equiva- 
lent is not atshand) intentionne, than in our older friend The printing, too seems to have been 
effected so as to leave marks of fine cloth or muslin intervening between the inking roller and 
ih. die and in several other minute, yet indescribable particulars, there is strong dissimilarity. 

No traces of the square pencil markings, which are found on all old stamps with large 
margins like these, are to be met with. The gum is new looking, but yellowish, and altogether 
these stamps by no means fill us with confidence. 

Ax at present advised, we are not disposed in their favor. Remembering, however, that we 
were equally guarded and cautious about the original Guadalajara, as to which there is no 
siadow of a doubt. we reserve to ourselves full right to place this second issue of 1867 in its 
proper position, when lapse of time and further infomation enable to form our judgement with 
yreater certainty 
: Any of our friends who can tell us why a second type for 1867 should now appear, and be 
heard of for the first time, and whether any indubitably postmarked copies are known, will 
confer a service. 


The only postmarked copies we could accept as entirely satisfactory, would 
e those from private hand=, which never could have been foisted on the market with a griffe 
de complaisince, given ( for a consideration by a post-office official to an euterprising dealer 

[ offer no apology for reproducing my remarks to which I can add 
nothing, and from which I can withdraw nothing. I believe their 
effect, here at least, stopped any profit being realized by the forgers. 
M. Moens, in Le Timbre Poste, in the article alluded to at the begin- 
ning of this paper, strongly expressed the same opinion, and gave a 
critical analysis, by which detection is made easy. It is superfluous to 
add that time shows these to be, as was supposed, indubitable im- 
posters. Mr. Pemberton makes some characteristic and pungent re- 
marks, well worth reading, on the subject. They will be found in the 
S. 0. M. (vol. ix., p. 28). In the summer of 1873, series of 2 reales, 
1868, in fifteen varieties were offered for sale by a Parisdealer. These 
also are falsifications, of presumably French origin. It would be 
profitless to analyze the points of difference, but the thickness of the 
impression, and generally different appearance from genuine specimens 
of the 1867 issue, will be apparent at once to the experienced collectors 
now present. 

[ fear not much is left for the future discoverer of varie- 
ties. This, however, does remain, to investigate the records at Gua- 
dalajara and at the Mexican head office ; to obtain what official infor- 
mation may be to be found there; to find the proceedings in the law 
suit raised by Juarez against the postmaster, the allegations in which 


cannot fail to be highly interesting, as well as beyond all doubt 
authentic. 
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A History of Postage Stamps. 
ALPHABETICALLY CONSIDERED 
1 RESUME OF THE DESCRIPTIONS OF ALI 
THEIR VARIETIES 
inner and th 
OMEGA 


Oil 


to the 
’ im 
some 


made 


lines) 
erelv official 


l of Rivadavia.—These stumps are found in too 


shades, and too many qualities of paper to need ex- 


ot 
[he true varieties consist in the perforation, 
having been issued perforated 13: 


he series 
5¢e., rose-red., l0c., deep green, 
5e., brown-red. 10e., yellow green, 
oc., lake, L5e., light blue, 
5¢., Carmine, Lld5c., dark blue. 
—A Provisional Issue took place in 1867, when the 
watermarked, and both perforated and imperforate. 
Imperforate : 5c., carmine. Perforate 12: 5c. 
—Fifth Issue, Portraits.—Varieties of shades merely. 
—In 1872, the 5c. of the 1864 series was again re-issued, imperforate 
and without watermark, and distinguished by its dingy color. 
Siath, or continuation of Fifth Issue,.—( \ffers no varieties as yet. 
The apparent changes in the color of the le. are due to the action of 
the light on the stamp, mauve being a peculiarly sensitive color. 


5e. was issued 


. carmine. 


*On p. 46 of last No., first and third lines from top, the words ‘‘curved” and “ straight” 
would be in their proper places, if changed, one for the other. 
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‘The United States Losals and Their F Mietery. 
Br C. H. 


So many articles on the United States Locals have already been 
attempted, generally to result in failure or at the most very partial suc- 
cess, that I now take up the subject with no little hesitation. 

A complete history of the Local Posts formerly existing throughout 
this country (of which but few still remain) is. in the very nature of 
things, impossible ; for being as they were, the result of private enter- 
prise, we cannot have access to any sort of official records, as in the case 
of government issues. Most of their proprietors are long since dead or 
hidden in obesurity,and even their existence would not have been known, 
were it not for the evidence furnished by the stamps themselves. 

In the course of this article I propose only to consider such companie 
as actually issued postage stamps; and although of course the ** Westert 
Envelope Franks” are entitled to a place among *locals’’, quite as mucl 
as the adhesive labels more generally used throughout the Eastern por 
tions of the United States, they (the Western franks) have, so to speak 
a peculiar history of their own and can best be chronicled by the a 
For these resasons they will be omitted from the present pap 

The United States Locals may be divided into two general e wd 303 
viz :— 

I. Companies carrying letters between different cities ; 

II. Companies distributing letters throughout the various protions 
of any one city, or collecting letters in the same manner for trans] 
tation to the government post office.— 


es. 


, 


Crass I. 


This may be sub-divided into several distinct groups, which will | 
considered in their proper order. We will therefore commence I 
the companies which composed the 

“INDEPENDENT Maru Routes” of 1842-5,—namely, Hale and Co 
American Letter Mail Co., Overton & Co., W. Wyman, Brainard & Co 
Pomeroy & Co., The Letter Express, and Hoyt’s Letter Express. 

Hare & Co.—This * post ’’ was one of the best known in the United 
States and did a large and profitable business. The proprietors, Mr. 
James W. Hale, informs me that it ‘was organized about November, 
1841, or January, 1842, and had 110 offices, extending from Boston, 
New York, Philadephia and Baltimore in the East, to Detroit, Michigan, 
in the West. I am inclined to think, however, that the date as given 
by Mr. Hale is rather earlier than was actually the case. It also seems 
probable that he reached the West by connecting with other e xpresses, 
as so far as I have seen, letters bearing his stamp are postmarked from 
Boston, New York, Phildelphia and intermediate towns. 

American Lerrer Mait Co —Organized in 1844 (possibly rather 
earlier), and carried mail matter between the principal points in Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode Island and Connectiuct, New York City and Phila- 
dephia. 
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Overton & Co. commenced in 1844, and had an existence of less than 
one year. Ran from Boston to New York and Philadephia. Overton 
& Co. also had a parcel express along the Hudson River and west t 
Buffalo. 

W. Wyman started in 1844, and extended from Boston to New York. 

Brararp & Co. certainly existed in 1844, if not before. Their 
route was from New York to Albany and Troy. 

Pomeroy & Co.— Founded in 1843 by George E. Pomeroy, and car- 
ried letters from Boston, New York and Albany to Buffalo. At the 
latter point this company connected with a concern ealled the 

Lerrer Express, by means of which correspondence was transported 
to Chicago, Milwaukee and all the principal towns on or near the lakes. 

Hoyt’s Lerrer Express.--This was probably. a short-lived affair, 
as beyond the fact that it existed in 1844, I can learn nothing as to 
its history. It started from some unknown point, and apparently 
connected with Pomeroy & Co. at Rochester. 

Most of these companies had a duration of from one to two years 
Their origin may invariably be traced to th: unsatisfactory munave- 
ment of the Government Post Office in those d LYS. ‘Uncle Sam ”’ 
used every means in his power to crush these private enterprises 


their mail-bags were seized, innumerable law suits commenced 


violation of acts of Congress, &c. In these encounters, however, 0 
venerable relative generally fared the worst, a he outside publi 
appreciating not-only the more moderate charges, but : » the vre: 
celerity of the individual companies, was not slow 1 stow its | 
tronage acct rdi aly, At last it becameé eV ent 1 the W ashinot D 
authorities that it was *“‘ do or die with them, and they, not unnatur- 
ally, chose the former alternative. The result was a reduction it 
postal rates, together with such improvements in the service, generally, 
that the } 
ultimately withdrew from the field. 

Having given this brief outline of the rise and fall of the 


“independent mail routes”’ of 1842-5, we must now turn our a 


tion for a few moment to the consideration of the various stamps issued 


rivate companies finding the business no longer profitable, 


OTrexa 
a 


r 
4 
{ 


ten 


by the several organizations comprised under that title, 
merated. 

As the illustrations speak for themselves, it only remai 
make such explanatory remarks as may be necessary. 

HALE & Co . 

Tyre I,.—Lithographed ; red on white paper 
blue on white paper; sometimes showing a de- 
cidedly bluish tinge. 

The red stamp must have had a very short ex 
istence, as copies are very rarely to be met with. 

The address, ‘13 Court St., Boston,” was that 
of the head office of the company, but the label ap- 
pears to have been used by the various branchrs also 


ie tepebbeirebent® 
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The location of the Boston office must have soon been changed, 

as copies are frequently to be found with a pen-stroke drawn 
through the number and street. Subsequently, however, a more im- 
portant alteration was made, and we therefore have Lust tatty 
Type IL, which is identical with preceding, with the 
eXception of that portion of the address noted above. 
This variety (which is by far the commoner one) is 
printed in blue on white paper. It is also said to 
have existed inred, but I can find no good ground 
for this assertion. 


AMERICAN LetrrerR MaIL 


Tyre I.—Metal plate engraving. Black on white 
aper, varying materially in shade and quality. Re- 
irints (or proofs,) are found in numerous fancy 
olors. 


} 
| 


Type t11.—En-sraved on metal by W. L. Ormsby 
Black on white paper ; blue on white paper, of sey 
erai distinct shades. 

Lam quite aware that I am acting contrary to 
public opinion in this classification, but my reasons fh 
for so doing can be best explained by the following j| \*e 
comparative table of earliest dates of Letters bear- : = 
ing the American Mail Co’s Stamps. 

Tyre 1.—Philadelphia, February 3, 1844, 
* I1.— (black) Philadelphia, September 16, 1844. 
IIl.— (blue) a January 4, 1845. 

To this list I need add nothing, as it would seem to settle the ques- 

tion, 


~~ = vs 
ey, 7 
a _ <= 


Overton & Co., 
Lithograph of G. Hayward & Co., of Boston. 
black on yellow paper 

“greenish “* varying to grey. 
[ have the grey stamp on a letter bearing a handstruck 
impression, reading: “‘ Forwarded by Davenport & Co, 
291 State Street, Boston.” This last Com, any is quite 
new to me, and I should be glad if any collector can furnish further 

particulars. 


BRAINARD & Co., 


Apparently a wood-block, though it has been pro- 
nounced typographed. Genver®Z 
Black on white paper. <Sawe™ 
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W. Wyman 


& WWYMAN. 422] ny awe . ‘ a : kL rhite 
ree Engraved on copper and printed im black on whit 
} ee uM, paper. 





A curious thing about these stamps, is, that Mr. 
Vyman, bimself, is q lite certain, that they were 
rinted in blue, though | have ve 
f any specimens in that color 


‘ 


OMEROY W UO. 
plate engraving DY Mi 5 i 


connected with one 


W hite paper, 


I] Sam 48 pre 

largin) cut from the 
This variety was probably « u change in 
‘omeroy & Co’s. rates, and to save the expense of a new 
late, this expedient was adopted The only reason for 
uubting this theory is that the altered imps are of 


ne greatest raritv, which ought not e the case if 


were in use for any considerable period 
In additio the above there is also found a large rectangular label 
beariug the name ot Pomeroy W Co.., and having a locom tive for the 
central design. This was not, however, a postage stamp in any sense 
tf the word, but was merely a label used for pasting on parcels and 
money packages, to indicate that P. & Co., were the forwarders. 


LETTER EXPRKEss. 


‘lyre I.—Presumedly a wood cut. 
Black on flesh colored paper. 
Type I1.—Wood cut. 
Black on green paper. , sometimes 
: ‘* pink “ dull but 
“ ‘brown ‘ frequently 
“  « white ‘? glazed. 


T'o be contin ued, 
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pene Issued \ eanied, 

New Grenapa.—We have seen some 10c. with the arms in a circle, 
probably the precursors of a new issue for this already stamp-prolific 
country. Not having any very reliable evidence as to their character 
we refrain from comments, rather preferring to wait. 

Cusa.—To use a phrase not very elegant, yet very common, the 
types dropped on this stamp-factory in the February number. A re- 
ference to page 30 will show the color of the 1 peseta to be so indis- 
tinct, as to be absolutely invisible, though not what is called an invisi- 
ble “green.” The color is rose. 

1 peseta, rose. 

NataL.—The surcharged stamps of this colony which so long did 
duty for postal services, and admitted of so many varieties from the 
character and arrangements of the types, have been replaced by a new 
series, evidently from De la Rue’s establishment, since their general 
features are identical with the New Zealand and other stamps. They 
all bear the Queen’s head, and the inscription NATAL POSTAGE above 
with the value below. The one penny has the bust turned to left 
within a narrow beaded oval, the inscription and value being in white 
on solid rectangular labels touching the oval ai. top and bottom. In 
the three pence, the bust to left in oval within upright rectangle, Greek- 
lined pattern at sides, inscription and value above and below respec- 
tively. The six pence is nearly similar to the same value in the N.S. 
Wales series; namely, bust to left in oval, band enclosing inscription 
and value, within lined hexagon, ornamented in each angle, the whol 
within rectangular frame. 

Apropos of these stamps, the S. C. M., propounds the question 
“When wi// Messrs. De La Rue be able to shake off the traditions of 
the past, and produce something artistic in design, with some power in 
it, if originality be hopeless ? 

The stamps are printed on white glacé paper, watermarked CC and 
Crown, and perforated 14. 

| penny, carmine, 3 pence, ultramarine, 
6 pence, violet. 

Mavritivs.—We learn from our Brighton friend, contemplates tw 
penny envelopes for local service. 

Swepen.—We have received from an vsteemed correspondent, Dr. 
L., specimens of the official stamps just introduced in Sweden. ‘There 
was always something very artistic about the stamps of Sweden, and 
the official set now in use are commendable from the simplicity 
and beauty of the design and from the delicacy of the colors. A des- 
cription of these stamps was crowded out of the last month’s issue ; 
80 we give it now. ‘The general design is a transverse oval band, bear- 
ing SVERIGE above, value below, and broken at either extremity by an 
upright oval frame inscribed TJENSTEFRIMARKE and enclosing figure of 
value on solid ground, the whole forming a frame-work for the arms of 
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the country, and surrounded by a lined border, the corners being dia- 
pered. The stamps are impressed on white wove paper, unwater- 
marked, and perforated 14. The values and colors are as follows: 
3 dre, brown, 20 dre, vermilion, 

«pale green, 24 ‘* orange, 

“ lilac, 30 “ dark brown 

‘“* blue, 50 “ pink, 

1 krona, blue and brown. 

In addition to these, there is a set of stamps for unpaid letters, of 
the size of the postals. The design consists of figure in value on solid 
ground in circular band, curved labels above and below, the upper in- 
scribed LOsEN, the lower bearing the value, a small circle enclosing qua- 
tre-foil in each angle. The stamps are printed on white, perforated 14, 
and have the following colors and values: 

l ore, black, 20 dre, blue, 

3. pink, 24 * lilac, 

5 “ brown, 30 ** green, 

6 “ orange, 50 “ light brown, 

IS ** ved, 1 krona, blue and brown, 

WurremberG.—A species of official parcel stamp is in use, consist- 
ing of the 1852 adhesive with cut corners, embossed on yellow cards 
with black inscriptions, of the value of 18 kreuzers. We have also 
come across a buff card bearing in the centre the impression of the 
same adhesive, with no alteration of the design, save that the figure of 
value is omitted. The impression is in vermilion. In the lower is a 
large circular hand stamp inscribed K MONTIRUNGS—-VERWALTUNG, 
1868-2. We should pronounce this a proof but for the appearance of 
the hand-stamp. 

Post Carps.—If we have not noticed any new Postal Cards lately, 
or have not mentioned any Russian locals, or fiscals, it is not from ne- 
glect. Hosts of these things are before us feady for announcement, 
particularly in post cards, but we have been ebliged to give up our 
space to matters of another character. All stamps or cards newly emit- 
ted will not be omitted from our list, but must stand in line waiting for 
their turn. 


Our Philatelic Contemporaries. 
—I,’ Ami des Timbres is the title of a new monthly published in Paris 
by Ch. Roussin, devoted to Telegraph, Postal and Fiscal stamps. The 
first number appeared on the Ist of January. ‘The title page presents 
a very imposing appearance from the framework composed of wood- 
cuts of the many New Grenada stamps. It is of a quarto size, half of 
which is devoted to a priced catalogue of all stamps on sale by the 
Publisher. Each number is profusely illustrated, specially by cuts of 
Revenue Stamps. In the March number, our attention was drawn to 
a cut of the frank stamp used by the Western Union Telegraph Com- 
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pany for distribution to friends, and the general appearance of the 
impression is very fine indeed. But we beg to remind the Editor that 
all these frank stamps which we have seen both before and after use, 
and also the proofs in the normal color, were impressed in green. 
There may have been specimens in “blue” and “ vermilion.” We 
extend our well wishes to L’ Ami des Timbres. 

—The Stamp Advertiser is the le of a small publication issued in 
Chicago by G. C. Ledyard. No doubt it will be appreciated by be- 
ginners, as it is evidently intended for them, all its articles never 
venturing beyond the ordinary depths of information on postal matters. 
The Stamp Advertiser has been gradually increasing in size, until now 
it is large enough to admit of more than one article. We wish here 
to gently remind our Chicago friend that in order to successfully float 
a new periodical upon the Philatelic sea, there must be no cracks in 
its spelling through which the sneers of the turbulent elements may 
enter to sink it; or no creaking of its typography which would r nder 
it easy of wreck from the howling tempests of its jealous ¢ 


t 
—The Stamp Collector’s Chronicle, of St. John, New 


np re res 

Brunswick, 
has enjoyed a long quarter since December, not yet having made it 
appearance for the current year. Perhaps it has not roused 


I 


_4 4 
LLSe@ LI 


from its hibernation. We hope to see it very soon, for judging fron 
the latest number the Chronicle will be of exceeding interest to those 
who do not receive any of the various monthly publications. Com- 


prising 16 quarto pages, five being taken up with ‘* New Issues,”’ well 
illustrated, it does not always contain as much interesting matter as the 
advanced collector would expect to find. The only matter of real in- 
terest is an editorial charge of forgery against specimens of the 
Connell Essay and the one shilling adhesive, of New Brunswick, “ It 
having come to our knowledge,” says the Chronicle, “ early in October 
that certain well-known stamp dealers in —— were putting on the 
market, and offering fow sale what they declared to be original speci- 
mens of the above named stamps in such quantities and at such nom- 
inal prices as to awaken doubts as to their exodus or character, we 
have taken the liberty with our subscribers of delaying our issue 
several weeks in order to post ourselves thoroughly on the subject, the 
better to inform them. The specimens of the one shilling stamps are 
simply well-executed forgeries, beyond a doubt, as we will endeavor 
to show. As a preliminary step we procured a specimen of the stamp ; 
subsequently comparing this with the original we found it to differ 
materially in numerous minor points; acting upon this evidence we 
charged one of the parties directly with selling as genuine what he 
knew to be forgeries, adducing our reasons for so doing; the reply was 
that the stamps were reprints, and offered for sale as such only. Now 
we have the most reliable official authority for saying they are not re- 
prints. The series of stamps issued for New Brunswick in 

were struck to order of the Imperial Government in their Mint in 
London, the dies employed are now in their vaults, and it is impossible 
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to get reprints therefrom without orders from our Postmaster General, 
which orders, we are informed, have never been issued to any person. 
It being therefore evident that they are neither originals (from their 
[stc.| own letters) nor reprints (from the words of our Postmaster 
General), the only inference suggested is that set forth by us—that 
they are forgeries. Regarding the ‘Connell’ Essay, the facts are pre- 
cisely the same, excepting that they were [gy the forgeries) executed 
by the American Bank Note Co., of New York. It is not from any 
particular regard for the individuals themselves that we withhold, f . 
the present, their names, but for satisfactory reasons of our own.” 

We must take exception with our New Brunswick Editor on sey 
eral points. In the first place no “regard for individuals” should 
prevent a paper having any claim to respectability, and to the cor fi- 
dence of its readers from exposing and holding up to the general ecn- 
demnation fabricators and dealers in forgeries. Silence 
them is a justification of their calling. 

We are of the opinion, however, that the S. C. C 
very huge mare’s nest. 


concerning 


has discovered a 
Some time ago we received sundry communi- 
cations touching upon these 1s. N. B. stamps; some asking if we 
knew of any reprints or forgeries; others cffering the stamps in 
quantity at prices much below ordinary, though not reasonable. We 
again received hints that any of thes 


stamps oftered at less prices 
must surely be counterfeit. 


We asked our correspondents for speci- 
mens for inspection, asserting in the meantime our belief that they 


were reprints if not originals ; we have enough keenness of vision to 


detect a forgery. We never received any of the mooted stamps. 


Assertion is not proof: pronouncing certain stamps forgeries with- 
out affording the means of verifying the charge may be considered a 
shrewd trick in trade. We are no advocates of reprints: 
know our opinions know that with us a reprint is a very “ ornary 
cuss,” fit for the waste basket only. But there are collectors who do 
not care to, or cannot, pay the prices of rare originals and are satisfied 
with the re-impressions. And it is for these we speak now. All know 
the fallibility of Postmasters: as a 


those who 


general thing they know less 


their own stamps that the clerks in their office. Reprints of the New 
Brunswick stamps are not an impossibility—we shall hope they ar 

at nominal prices *’ which so frighter 
the Philatelic slumbers of our friend over the Bord 


i ‘if 
resuscitated tron 


And the long array of stamps * 


some deep dark corners. Whateve 
anxious for a glimpse of them. 

It might be an interesting inquiry to 
General of New Brunswick We were of 1 
reception of N. B. into the Dominion of Cana 
N. B. was merged into that of the Dominion. 
Postmaster Goaneral of the former was abolished, 
dinate of the Department at Ottawa. 


In reference to the “ Connell” stamps, though new forgeries may 
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have been made, still the American Bank Note Co. could at any time 
send out any number of them, when of course they could be offered at 
a nominal price. 


—The Curiosity Hunter, (Rockford, Ill.,) began its second volume last 
January, and devotes about one-fourth of its space to Phiately, com- 
mencing with a readable and in the main, commendable “ Retrospective” 
article on postage stamps. ‘“‘ The long debated question of ‘ How shall 
we collect ?’” says the writer, ‘* still remains unsettled. We notice, 
however, that during the past year fanciful ‘ varieties’ have been decid- 
- edly at a discount, specially in this country, where a majority of collec- 
tors look upon Philately as a pastime rather than an elaborate and com- 
plicated science.” This is trimming your wings for too high a flight. 
Philately may justly be entitled to be called a science, but we doubt if 
even most earnest enthusiast would consider it, “elaborate and com- 
plicated,” or, as the writer says further on, “ one of the most instruc- 
tive pursuits of almost every civilized nation.” 

Philately increases our knowledge by leading us easily yet steadily, 
to a study of the world’s history ; it sharpens the powers of observation, 
strengthens the judgement, and develops certain principles of taste : 
when studied properly it is studied systematically ; therefore it is a 
Science—but not, as yet “elaborate and complicated.” We are too 
modest to presume to think even that our new science is “ recognized ”’ 
as one of the leading, etc. Let us come down to things more mundane, 
and try toelevate Philately from a “ pastime”—if it be one. Let the 
majority of collectors, those who are known as such, decide if they hive 
no higher motive, in Philately than a momentary “ pastime.” 

—The Stamp and Coin Trader is another production. Why it was 
ever produced we are at a loss to learn, or to conceive. A pardonable 
weakness, that of seeing one’s self in type; a desire to be thought a huge 

ublishing concern; a knowledge of the immense influence wielded by 
the Press of this country—particularly the Philatelic Press—exerted to 
compel Congressmen to restore the franking privilege (and make 
Officials scarce), these may have been before the keen eyes of the pub- 
lisher, and have found life in the new four sheet paper. But these ideas 
will starve if they have nothing to feed upon. 


Correspondence. 
To the Editor of raz AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY :— 
Sir— 

In No. 89 (Sept., 1, 1873) of your paper, in the series of Ar- 
gentine Stamps, the names of the worthies whose portraits were en- 
graved, were given in full. I thought at the time that more informa- 
tion concerning these individuals should be given :—who they were ; 
what part they performed in the history of Argentine ; and what were 
the causes which induced to the perpetuation of their memory. Wait- 
ing for months and not finding in your columns the coveted particulars, 





April 20, 1874. THe American JourNAL oF PHILATELY. 67 











I had recourse to our Encyclopedias, but with scarce any result, until, 
having received the December number of the Stamp Collector’s Maga- 
zine, | found what satisfied me for the time being. 

Now comes the part which requires a little tight. In the March 
number of your Magazine in treating of the Stamps of Argentine, I 
find a singular discrepancy between certain statements made by Omega, 
and those contained in the S.C. M., and No. 89 of the JournaL. The 
latter two give the portraits on the 60c stamp as that of GERVASIO.DE 
Posapas, the former asserting that it is the father of this person, and 
also that G. de P. is the present Postmaster General. However trivial 
this point may appear, it is important to know if there is another case 
where a Postmaster was silly enough to place his own portrait ona 
postage stamp. 

Assuming for the moment that OmeGca was correct, | called at the 
National Bank Note Co’s Office, and there found that they had received 
as the name of the person whose portrait they had engraved, Gervasio 
A. pe Posapas ; while a visit to the Consul of the Argentine Repub- 
lic, developed the fact that it was the portrait of Juan. Now, Mr. 
Editor, will you enlighten me ? 

Respectfully yours, etc 


F.C. de M. 


{Our correspondent is of course aware that the S. C. M. receives all 


‘ 


its information from ‘‘ Correspondents on the spot,” and would scorn 
to be indebted to its American Cousins. The few particulars it gave 
concerning the portraits on the stamps in question were of course ob- 
tained from a perfectly reliable source, perhaps from some official in 
the Government. If we agreed with them at the time it was merely 
another indication of the fact that great minds (and great books) often 
run in the same grooves. Omeca, however, an ardent adherent to the 
doctrine that no one knows so much of anything as he who is inter- 
ested, and no one is so blind as he who will not see, sought other fields 
from which to obtain his facts, many of these being found in a very 
valuable and scarce book in Argentine published, we believe, in 1869, 
by Sarmiento, the present President of the Republic. 

When the stamps were first noticed, some clerical error must have 
occasioned the mistake in the name on the 60c stamp. If the same 
mistake occurred in the columns of the Stamp Collector’s Magazine, 
it is just merely a singular coincidence! The mistake, again, is not 
such a trivial one ; if uncorrected, it would leave the impression, as 
our correspondent suggests that another “Connell” existed in South 
America. 

Seriously speaking, we have this to say. If our English contempor- 
aries can by any possibility, convey to their readers the impression that 
the information laid before them periodically is obtained directly from 
the head source, when it may have been d rived from our columns, 
these same contemporaries are not slow to seize the advantage. A 
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journal honestly administered, would not hesitate to tell its readers 
that certain news was culled from a neighbor, and would not adopt the 
paltry make-shift of pretending to be ubiquitous and omniscient. Here 
is acase in point. In the current number of The Phi/atelist, in a 
notice of our JOURNAL occurs the line “‘ announcement of the New 
Cubans is acknowledged,” which would convey the impression that we 
had noticed the new series for Cuba. Looking back to ‘‘newly issued 
stamps” in that paper, we find that the English Editor meané to ac- 
knowledge that he was indebted to us for the “‘ announcement” of these 
stamps. It is the chariest indebtedness possible. 

The letter of our correspondent has drawn us into this discussion, 
much against our inclination, simply because we do not care to be the 
instruments of our own praise, or the laudation of the JouRNAL oF 
PHILATELY. Opinions concerning our work are of no interest to col- 
lectors. ‘Therefore we are alike insensitive to the eulogies of the over- 
zealous, or the censures of the jealous, but shall go right on, looking 
not to the right, nor to the left, in our efforts for the advancement ot! 
the New Science. The JourNnat is for the benefit of all: if its con- 
tents serve our friends and they give no credit for it, then the JouRNAL 
is effectual, even if working silently. If others of our friends ac- 
knowledge what they receive, then those friends do their daty. That 
is all.] 


Chronicle of Changes. 


Austria. Information has reached us that the 25 Kr., is about to 
be suppressed. 

New Grenava.—L’ Ami des Timbres has found a 10c. (arms in oval) 
brown-black,and asserts that it was the only so-colored specimen found 
in an assortment of 2000 of the same value. 

WorremperG.—The 6 Kr. and 9 Kr. énvelopes, says Le Timbre Poste 
will soon be discontinued, as will also the oblique inscription across 
the corners of the envelopes of the 1 Kr. and the 3 Kr. 

SwitzerRLanp.—From our publishers we have received specimens of 
the 2c. adhesive current series printed in bistre or light brown. Also, 
copies of the 5c. envelope, with stamp impressed in light reddis! 
brown. The 2c. and 5c. newspaper bands have changed to a light 
brown, as also the 5c. adhesives. Speaking of the envelopes reminds 
us that the collector of varieties will find enough occupation to collect 
two distinct series of the envelopes of Switzerland with the impression 
in the left upper corner. Two knives have been employed in the 
manufacture of these envelopes, one in which the edges of the upper 
flap are straight with the rounded extremity, the other in which th« 
ordinary curved edges are used. The two series differ also in the 
colors of the impressed stamps, those with the straight-lined flaps 
being more decided and distinct, possibly because the first emitted 
We have alsoa 5c. on heavy unsurfaced paper. 
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Qur Pnilatelic Contemporaries. 

Leaving aside our Am>rican confréves for the time being, we will 
again examine the European publications which we have not noticed 
for the past three months. 

The Stamp Collvctor’s Magazine for February opens with Mr. Phil- 
brick’s paper ‘On the Provisional issues of Guadalajara.”” Following 
is another installment of Quelqu’un’s “Rambles at Home and 
Abroad,” the gist of the article being that, because postal stamps, 
fiscal stamps, telegraph stamps, et al, bear the word stamp, it is not 

sufficient reason that they should all be mixed up together. While 
thoroughly agreeing with Quelqu’ un we think the fault les with the 
makers of albums. The m: yority of collectors use the prepared al- 
bums, and as a matter of conscience, we presume, feel in duty bound 
to fill up all the spaces, whether intended for postals, fisecals or tele- 
graphs, thus in a measure making one collection where there should 
be several. We collect postals, fiscals, telegraphs, propr ietaries, and 
even counterfeits, and so on, but no more think of uniting them than 
we would of hanging them on the walls of our picture gallery, and 
calling them engravings. ‘‘Concerning the first Spanish Post Card ” 
seeks to prove that the Spanish post card is not a copy of the Belgian, 
but vice versa. Overy Taylor’s “‘ Papers for ‘Beginners ’’ concerns it- 
self with Lubeck. ‘Notes and Queries” by ‘Amateur’ contains some 
valuable information which we quote : Spanish AntTiLLes.—This seems 
rither a fanciful title, used as we are in England to confound all the 
stamps of the Western Spanish Colonies under the head of Cuba, the 
tendency of which is to make us almost lose sight of Puerto Rico. 
This result is one no longer to be apprehended among careful philate- 
lists, because it has become necessary to make a very substantial dis- 
tinction: the last named island alone rejoices in the provisional issues, 

e., those of 1868 and 1869, head of Queen Isabella I. to the left, sur- 
charged HABILITADO POR LA NACION. Cuba has never thus surcharged 
its stamps, the common classification which assigns the stamps thus 
utilized for the Republic equally to Cuba and Puerto Rico is erroneous: 
all stamps so marked are of Puerto Rico origin solely. The Republic was 
not proclaimed in Cuba till after the series of st: amps of the colonies 
issued by it was ready for use. Puerto Rico autherities were in ad- 
vance of the more western isle, and not only proclaimed the Republic 
but issued the surcharged stamps, following in this respect the exam- 
ple set by the mother country. 

* The sets of 1868 and 1869 (5c., 10¢c., 20c., and 40c.,) each are to 
be found thus surcharged, and as they are somewhat rare already, fu- 
ture collectors will find them difficulties in their way. 

‘“* My object in calling attention to this subject is because a very de- 
ceptive surcharged set of the 1869 issue—5c. rose, 10c. brown, 20¢. 
orange, and 40c. lilaec—all genuine stamps, lies before me, but the sur- 
charge is false. It may be useful to point out a ready method of de- 
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tecting the criminals. In the genuine provisionals, the words of the 
middle line, por La lie very apparently nearer to the word nacion 
than to the word wasriitavo. In these falsifications, por La is placed 
exactly in the middle, and is as far from the upper as from the lower 
word. 

“For a second test (which comparison renders much more certain 
to apply), in the false the first and last words are in larger type; no- 
tably HaBILiTaDo. 

“ For a final test, the originals have a stop after nacton ; the false 


- -have none.”’ 


“Amateur” thinks that 30c. (French series of 1869) lined ground, and 
other similar varieties, may be due to imperfect inking of the plate. 
The March number of the S. (. M. contains “A Reference list of 
the stamps of Mexico” by H. O. W., which claims to be complete. It 
certainly is very exhaustive. Part [1 of “ Extracts from my Private 
Note Book” by C. H. Coster, proves conclusively, we imagine, that the 
lc. Confederate Stamp was never used for postage. It treats, though 
rather briefly, of the other values of these stamps which have been 
perforated; and chronicles a second variety of the Uniontown stamp. 
The April number contains Overy T: vylor’s contribution on Luxem- 
bourg (“* Papers for Beginners ”). Following is an extract from the 
Evening Post on “The Postage Stamps of the United States,” not a 
description of the stamps used, but an interesting account of the 
manner in which they are made. A representation of the different 
frameworks adorning the French postal cards, and one or two other 
extracts make up this journal. Of course there is the usual amount 
of correspondence, notices of new issues, and engravings; but as we 
have culled all we thought sufficient, we pass the S. C. M. by, and 
turn to our Brighton friend, 

The Philateist for February, prints the whole of Mr. Phil- 
brick’s monograph. “The Spud Papers” treats of the forgeries of 
the Newfoundland stamps, and contains the following very valuable 

suggestions: “ I must confess that the milk of human kindness with- 
in me has been considerably soured by an examination of the forgeries 
hereinafter described. Messrs. Spiro must either have a most won- 
derful idea of their executive and artistic skill, or else they must sup- 
pose that any kind of colored label will pass muster with philatelists 
as a genuine stamp, or surely they would never have attempted to 
forge copies of stamp that are a very marvel of taille-douce engraving. 
1 know of few stamps which can compete with the Newfoundland 
ones, except perhaps those of Nova Scotia, which were in fact designed 
by the same artist. When we come to compare the originals with the 
forgeries, we cannot help feeling disgusted with the paltry imitations. 
But still, to give every one his due, the forgers have been very care- 
ful, and in all the prominent lines of the designs, they have copied 
very accurately as far as a lithograph (and a very coarse lithograph) 
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can be said to copy a fine engraving. I have said before, and I say 
again, that all amateurs ought to devote more time to the study of 
the various modes in which stamps are printed; and I think, too, 
that our catalogues ought to be more particular in this respect, and 
to name the mode employed for each stamp, or set of stamps cata- 
logued. If this were done, those who de »pended chiefly on their cata- 
logue s for their philatelical knowledge, would inse nsibly be led to un- 
derstand these things better, and would thereby be less liable to be 
imposed upon by every impudent forgery which makes it appearance. 
[ know some collectors who seem to think that they can never arrive 
at being able to detect a forgery for themselves, and who are con- 
stantly sold, unless they have something in the style of these papers 
to give them a minute description of the forgeries, and the tests by 
which they may be distinguished from the originals. But if philate- 
lists would only study their stamps a little more, instead of trying to 
see how many ‘they can collect, 1 am certain that they would soon 
learn for themselves far more than any book or Spud Paper can teach 
them. All who have a long purse can go into the market, and buy 
most of the stamps that have ever been issued; but if, after doing 
this, they simply content themselves with putting their stamps into 
an album, and leave them there unnoticed, they cannot derive much 
pleasure from them, and we cannot call this philately.” 

The March number contains a continuation of the Newfoundland 
forgeries (‘The Spud Papers ”’) and a quota of comments on the Phi- 
latelic Press. The April number gives “A Reference List of the 
Present Issue of Turkish Stamps,” in which the writer calls marked 
attention to the “ wnobtainable”’ varieties. More “Spud Papers’ 
on Bavaria and Antigua, and then an account of the several competi- 
tors for the Prize Essay on mounting Post Cards, offered by the Phi- 
latelist some time ago. Of the eight competitors, none seems to have 
come up to the standard of excellence required for the prize, and 
therefore no award is made. Without detailing the numerous plans 
advocated by these competitors, a thing we could not do ve ry intelli- 
gibly without diagrams and the essays s themsely. es, we humby present 
our own plan. We have an album consisting mostly of guards, with 
blank pages scattered at stated intervals throughout ‘the book, for the 
purpose of separating the cards of one country from those of another. 
The book is an oblong octavo. The cards are pre pare od by first cut- 
ting strips of fine strong paper (onion-skin) about one inch wide, and 
then gumming along the under left-hand side of the card, leaving ex- 
posed about seven- eighths of the slip which must then be fastened by 
gum to the guards. “By this plan the cards become as the leaves of a 
book ; they can be turned and examined and studied, with no more 
danger or injury than happens to the leaves of any work re quiring 
care in handling. The blank leaves may be used for memoranda in 
addition to their separating the issues of the different countries, and 
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if the edges of these leaves are lettered like the pages of a Ledger 
Index, the cards of any country can be turned to at once. We have 
found the plan to work admirably, because the result of our own 
study; but if one finds that by this plan one’s cards are easily inserted 
or removed; that there is not the smallest amount of injury done 
either to the face or the back of the cards; that there are no rubber 
bands ; no bending of leaves; no defacing of corners; but at once 
convenient and not troublesome, then one is welcome to use our plan. 

The Philatelist, like its neighbor has the usual stamp notices and 
Reviews. 

The Gazette des Timbres for February contains its usual and full as- 
sortment of novelties. Among the viewr-neuf is mention of some 
very interesting rarities. The most interesting is in the possession of 
M. A. D. of Paris, and is a specimen of the 120 centesimos, blue, 

value repeated, issue of 1860, of Uruguay, superposed on another of 
the same kind, but the lower parts of each stamp touching. A descrip- 
tion of ‘fiscals, profusely illustrated makes up this number. 

The March number describes ten types of the Spanish card, and 
nothing else interesting save a new assortment of fiscals, well illus- 
trated. The April number has not reached us. 

Le Timbre Poste for February has a very interesting letter from M. 
Ph. de Ferrari, on “The first issue of Hawaiian Stamps,’ which we 
reproduce elsewhere. In reference to the once disputed Don Carlos 
stamp, a correspondent conveys the intelligence that the Government 
of Don Carlos has organized a regular postal service in the Northern 
Provinces, extending ‘to the French border. No postal convention ex- 
ists with other countries ; therefore letters destined for abroad are en- 
closed in double envelopes, and contain the postage in French or Span- 
ish stamps. The Don Carlos stamp, first brought into notice last July, 
was engraved at Bayonne. It was printed at the first on ordinary 
paper, then on heavy paper (épais), with the tilde restored over the n 
of Espana. ‘There seems to be three varieties of this stamp: 

1. Without the tilde over the n, ordinary paper. 

2. Without the tilde over the n, heavy paper. 

3. With the tilde over the n, heavy paper. 

Following this lettter is a continuation of the article on the stamps 
of Parma, which we may have occasion to refer to again. Dr. Mag- 
nus concludes this number with an interesting letter on the counter- 
feits of the Shanghai stamps. 

Passing over the March number, which must have been lost in 
transit, we find in that of April nothing of exceeding interest 
save that the organization of the postal service with the boundaries 
of the government of Don Carlos is due to the fighting cwré Santa 
Cruz, about whom we have heard so much. 

L’ Ami des Timbres in its April number contents itself with profuse 
illustrations of new stamps, Russian locals, and Revenues. It is be- 
coming very ambitious, and may soon outstrip its colingual journals. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 


Vicroxta. One of our correspondents has been enabled to forward 
to us a specimen of one of the most diminutive stamj)s in existence, 
An awkward apprentice ruined our specimens in preparing one for an 
engraving. We are therefore fain called upon to describe it verbally, 
and trust that the description may be sufficiently intelligible until the 
stamps themselves find their way into the albums of collectors. An 
upright oval, double-lined frame, with diademed bust of Victoria 
to left, on ground of horizontal lines ; above and below white labels 
bearing respectively vicroRIA and HALF PENNY in colored capitals. 
The whole surrounded by double-lined framework, broxen in each cor- 
ner by a solid circular disc, bearing id. The stamps are printed in 
crimson, on white surfaced paper, perforated, and watermarked. 

Caxsut. Because Mr, Lincoln, our Transatlantic friend has not for- 
warded us specimens of the purported emission, we must nut therefore 
ignore the description the Philatelist gives concerning them; not de- 
scriptive by the way, but rather representative. You might just as 
well expect us to descrile the Alhambra with words. A series has been 
reported for Cabul, but not by cable ; the stamps are very interesting, 
very curious looking, reminding us of a mariner’s compass in a dark 
night ; the cardinal points have gone to their quarters, leaving the 
binnacle lights to enjoy a quiet game of draw poker. Fact! Pokers, 
and hooks and crooks, and you have said it. 

Russian Locaus. If we have not chronicled any of the curious 
impressions lately, it is not because we do not pin our faith upon them, 
but rather because we nave no pins to do the pinning. In other words, 
we do not care to describe, or illustrate a stamp, the inscription on 
which is unknown. We have no Russian dictionary—and if we had, 
would hesitate to use it, lest we might commit a similar unpardonable 
blunder as that we have noticed elsewhere. Granting the Russian lo- 
cals are authentic—although it is a little singular, post-marked speci- 
mens are unknown—they are very interesting labels, and may tend to 
open up a mine of worldly knowledge, philological, geographical, and 
historical The time is not far off when we shall undertake a lucid 
explanation and illustration of these locals ; until then, we must con- 
tent ourselves with the knowledge that they are to be found among the 
hundreds, that they are continually coming to the surface, and to con- 
clude, that they belong to that sort of things which n-n nobody knows 
anything a-a-bout ! 

Barsapos. The anticipated stamps with the value on have at 
length been issued, the one penny being the first to arrive here. The 
design is identical with the shilling and six pence. The color is dark 
blue. 

Bermupa. The latest thing from this colony, the notice of which 
was inadvertently left out of our last number, is the shilling green, 
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with surcharge (in black) THREE PENCE in line-shaded Italic cap- 
itals, running diagonally across the stamp. It is presumed that owing 
to the supply of the 3d. stamps having given out, the shilling stamps 
wre pressed into the service, and by means of a little printer’s ink 
made to do duty as 3d., until the deficiency was made good. It is sup- 
posed that but very few were so surcharged, in which c se they have 
already become scarce. 

QUEENSLAND. The three pence has evidently changed its color, 
judging from specimens we have received, printed in one of the new 
, Shades of green, which, for want of a better term just at present, we 

must call a grey-green. 


The First Issue of the Sandwich Islands. 


TRANSLATED FROM Le Timbre Poste, By THE EDITOR. 


Paris, January 17, 1874. 
M. Morns— 

In sending me the interesting articles relative to the stamps of the 
Sandwich Islands, published in 1865, in Le Timbre Poste, you have 
asked me to fill up a gap caused by the bad classification of the first 
issue of these stamps, and the omission of most of them. Besides, 
this gap was inevitable at the period when the articles were written, 
for it was only three months before that the 13 cent blue was noted 
for the first time in Paris, and the other stamps of this still rare series 
were entirely unknown in the Philatelic markets of Europe. Le Tim- 
bre Poste of February, 1865, attributed the 13 cent blue to a provisional 
issue, pending the arrival of the 13 cents red, head of King Kame- 
hameha, and subsequent to the emission of the 5 cents blue. This 
was an error which no catalogue of the present day should reproduce. 
We all know, in fact, that the figured stamps were emitted in Hono- 
lulu in 1853; they were made in the Island, and from the beginning 
the series was composed of the three stamps : 

2c., blue, 5e., blue, 13c., blue. 

All these stamps were inscribed above Hawaiian Postage in 
two lines; in the centre the figure indicating value, surrounded by an 
ornamental frame-work, and at the bottom the indication of value. 
The number indicating the value is expressed in letters on the 2 and 
5 cents, in figures in the 13 cents; in the last the figure 13 is sepa- 
rated from the word cents by the two hangers (jambages) of an 
Italic M. 

The American journals are confident that all the stamps on the 
plate were of different types, like the first emissions of Bolivia, of 
Luzon, and of Mauritius. It has been impossible for me to verify 
their assertion which the native origin of the stamps rendered proba- 
ble, inasmuch as I never met two unsevered specimens. 

I am inclined to believe, however, that the American journals are 
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right, and that the plate contains as many types as stamps. In fact, 
a careful examination shows that the stamps are type-set, and perhaps 
there were successive settings-up of the type. 
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For the most part the stamps of this first series were printed in pale 
sky-blue; here are two varieties of shades found in my album. 

; 5 cents, greenish blue, 15 cents, dark blue. 

The stamp most frequently met with is the 13 cents. The 5 cents is 
very rare. As to the 2 cents, it remained a myth up to the present 
year; and if there were doubts of its existence, there were only faint 
glimpses of it caught through the vile black vignettes on yellow paper, 
well known to amateurs. The 2 cents is undeniably one of the 
rarest of all stamps, a worthy rival of the first Guiana and the Reunion. 

The exhaustion of the stock of the 13 cents blue, owing to the small 
number of sheets printed, gave place towards the end of 1852, to a 
new type. It is similar to the preceding in regard of the centre and 
the ornaments surrounding the figure, but it bears at the top the in- 
scription H. I. and U.S. Postage, (instead of Hawaiian Postage), 
that is to say, Hawaiian Islands and U. 8. Postage. In fact, of the 
13 cents postage, the U. 8. office received 8 cents, the Hawaiian office 
5 cents, and this division of the rate is indicated on the 13 cents 

head), which soon after followed the stamps of which we have been 
speaking. At the bottom of the stamp, instead of the looped orna- 
ment between the 15 and cents, are two square dots superposed. 

There are many obliterations found on the first stamps of Hawaii, 
the most frequent being the circle with seven parallel bars. Sometimes 
the parallel bars are in a lozenge shape, and again a circular impres- 
sion of the name of the post office, in red, followed by the words 
Postage Parp. In conclusion, my copy, unfortunately badly muti- 
lated, of the 15 cents, 2d type (H. IL. & U. 8S. Postage), is marked with 
a large lozenge formed of great black dots, each of which is a small 
lozenge. 

These are some of the particulars which [ can furnish you on the 
stamps of Honolulu. I trust you will accept them, insignificant though 
they be, and believe me, ete., Pu. pp Ferrari, 
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The United States Locals and Their History. 
By C. H. C. 


(Continued from page 61.) 
Hoyv’s Lerrer Express. 

Only two specimens of this stamp have ever come under my notice, 
and as neither of them is now in my possession, it will be necessary 
for the present to dispense with the usual illustration. Describing 
from memory, I can only say that the design (if such it may be called) 
consists of the words ‘‘Hoyrv’s Lerrer Express to Rochester,” en- 
closed in a neat type set border, the whole forming about as insignifi- 
cant looking an affair as can well be imagined. A variety is also 
found having the word “ Letter’ misspelt “ Letter.” The impression 
is in black on red glazed paper. 

Having thus completed the list of mail companies of 1842-5, we 
must now turn our attention for a few moments to the great trans- 
continental (and trans-oceanic also) express of Wells, Fargo & Co., 
and its various connections on the Pacific slope. In regard to 


Berrorp & Co., 


which company also ran between New York and California, I cannot 
do better than refer my readers to the very complete history from the 
pen of the Eprror, which will be found in the previous numbers 
of the present volume of this magazine. For completeness sake, how- 
ever, the design is herewith reproduced, to which is appended a list of 
the values and their respective colors. 


3 cents black, on white paper. 
green, 
purple, 
red, 


Farco & Co., 

The history of this company and its connecting lines will not be at- 
tempted at present, but this point will be fully treated in the course 
of the article which I am now writing on the Western Envelope 
Franks of the United States. 

There are probably no locals better known than the “ Pony Ex- 
press ” stamps of W. F. & Co., so that the accompanying illustrations 
are almost superfluous. The series consists of two types, viz: 
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Tyre I. Apparently a fine metal plate engraving. 


10 cents (2 oz ) brown on white paper 
blue on white paper. 


red + 


Tyre II. This was employed for all the higher values, viz: 
$1.00, red on white paper. 
‘ “ce ¢ ‘ 
2.00, 
2 09, green 
4.00, 66 
4.00, black 
When the use of these stamps was discontinued, a large stock must 
have remained on hand (although they may possibly be reprints), 
which found its way into the hands of a prominent New York dealer, 
so that unused copies can easily be obtained. Canceled specimens 
have also recently arrived in large quantities with the original gum 
intact, and showing unmistakable signs of the obliteration having 
been “ done to order in quantities to suit.’’ These impositions can 
easily be recognized by the fresh look which they bear, and also by 
the handstamp being generally impressed in bright red-brown, a color 
seldom met with in the originals. 
Our next two illustrations, 


are those of very rare stamps, 


in black on white paper, and 
blue on slightly vellow-toned 


paper. 


Engraved on metal, and 


There is also to be found another variety of the Wells, Fargo & Co. 
“‘newspaper ” stamps, similar in general appearance to the last mer- 
tioned, but of very much finer execution. The details, too, show the 
following striking differences : 

“ Wells, Fargo & Co.” is on a straight white band. 
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No period after the word “Routes.” 

The bunches of flowers on the sides are heavier and mcre clearly 
defined. 

This is printed in blue on white, but I have very unsatisfactory re- 
ports as to its character, and fear that it owes its existence to the in- 
ventive genius of some seller of “ reproductions.” 

The accompanying design will also be recognized by the 
majority of c: llectors, as specimens are easily obtained in 
an uncanceled state through the New York dealer already 
referred to. Obliterated copies, however, are difficult to 
secure. The éngraving is on metal, and the impression in 
blue on white paper. 

There is also said to exist a label reading ‘“‘ Wells, Fargo & Co’s 
Dispatch for the P. O.” impressed in black on blue paper, but I have 
never seen the original, and cannot give any particulars. 


Apvams & Co. 


These are probably the two ear- 
liest adhesive franks issued west of 
the Mississippi river, and both of 
them are of more than ordinary 
rarity. Tradition tells us that the 
head is that of one Haskell, the 
managing man of Adams & Co. 


The type with that gentleman’s head turned towards the right is 
printed in black on blue paper,* while the variety in which he is gaz- 
ing in the opposite direction is impressed in black on white paper. 


Lanaton & Co. 

The illustration of this stamp must be deferred until a future occa- 
siou, meanwhile the following description will have to suffice: Four 
horse coach in centre, with mountains in background. ‘‘ HumBoLpr’s 
Exeress, Nevapa Territory,” above; ‘25 CENTS, 3 0Z. ENCLOSED IN 
our, Franks, Lanectox & Co.” below. Brown impression on white 
paper. 

Barnarp’s Carrpoo Express. 





| BARNARD’S Typographed. The “Paid” 





BARNARD’S 


Cariboo Express, is printed in black on red Cariboo Express, 





paper, and the ‘ Collect ” 














COLLECT. 


in black onfgreen. 








* The inscription “ Ente .d according to Act of Congress in the Year 1853, by 1. C. Woods, in 
the Clerk’s Office of the Distr.c. Court of the Northern D.strict of California,” appears on the two 
sides of this stamp. 





Mess. Barnard & Co., I may remark, are the only known local com- 
pany which indulged in an adhesive unpaid letter stamp. 

For a long time I was inclined to think both the “ Paid” and 
** Collect” were express labels for pasting on money packages, &e., 
but I am now satisfied that they were of a strictly postal character. 

Another express concerning which I still have some doubts, is 
that of 

Watpron & Co., 

who are responsible for the type-set “beauty” of which the accom- 
panying is merely an approximate reproduction, the border in the 
original being more elaborate. 
Gia <8 8s 


4 Certain it is that W. & Co., carried letters, but 
Waldron’s b whether they used this label as an indication of 


EXPRESS. postage previously paid is a problem which I will 
PAID. } not pretend to solve. It only remains for me to say 
that the impression is in black on claret paper. 
Ble woxe we 


(To be continued.) 


Our Revenue Chronicle. 
BY OMEGA, 


If this portion of our work has not been heretofore attended to, it 
is not because it has been neglected, but because other matters seemed 
to have precedence. We shall soon endeavor to make amends for 
omissions, and present as complete a summary as possible of newly is- 
sued fiscals, and of those not known generally to our readers. 

Frencu Guiana has a very pretty design for her fiscals. An orna- 
mental frame encloses a single lined frame containing Guy. rranc. and 
5 CENTIMES, separated by a dash. Between the upper and lower parts 
of the concentric frames is the inscription TIMBRE—DOUANES (TRESOR, 
DIMENSION). ‘There are three series of these stamps: 

The first (dimension), the ground is formed of undulated lines, of 
the values, 50c., 1fr. and Ifr. 50c., blue. 

The second (customs), with ground of horizontal lines ; 5c., 25c., 
7c., green. 

The third (7’résor), with ground of small squares: 30c., vermilion. 

They are all typographed and unperforated. 

Hone Kone. A heretofore unknown fiscal, is a 2 cents grey, with 
effigy of the Queen in an oval; in the angles the legend in Chinese 
characters ; in the frame work, HONG KONG STAMP DUTY, TWO CENTS. 
It is watermarked CC and Crown, and is perforated 14. 

East [npia. A series Of stamps bearing the inscription Court 
Fre, is in use. It consists of the bust of the Queen to right in an or- 
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namental upright oval frame, on geometrical lined ground, with figures 
in Eastern characters on either side cf oval. Surrounding are inscrip- 
tions in rectangular labels; above, Court Fre; Government of [y- 
DIA to sides ; value below. 

The following are the values, which are printed on white paper, 
watermarked Inp1a, and perforated 14: 

2 annas, orange ; 8 a. bistre; 12 a. grey blue. 

The 1 anna (violet) used for customs is surcharged Court FE, in 
xed. One of our French contemporaries, in describing these stamps, 
doubtless scratched its editorial head for many a minute at sight of the 
word Fer. The itching must have been renewed at sight of the terri- 
ble word Fez in an English dictionary. And what torture of con- 
science must not the editorial head have suffered to find that a Coukt 
Fre meant “ graisser la patte au tribunal.” Oh! mighty judge of 
judges. To thee, oh! stamp, must we turn to find cause of the muni- 
cipal downfall of our Tweeds, e¢ ai. But palm-greasing in their day 
was boys’ play ; the greasing process developed itself into an unctious 
embalment, and the whole court was saturated. But face the present, 
mon cher Ami, and let feudality burnish up the armor of its knights. 

Boutoene. There is a series Of stamps tor this municipality con- 
sisting of the arms of the city in three different designs, square, oval 
and circular, 

de. red, 50c. green, 
20c. brown, 1 lire, blue, 
25c. black, 5 “ carmine. 

The stamps are lithographed, and unperforated. 

FLorRENcE. A new emission has replaced the first series. The de- 
sign consists of a fleur-de-lis, in an upright elongated octagon, sur- 
rounded by a broad 8-sided frame, part straight, part curved, inscribed 
MARCA DI RISCONTRO, value in letters above and below. Each corner 
of the frame is broken by an oval, bearing figure of value, the design 
of each being somewhat different. ‘Lhe stamps are lithographed on 
white paper, and are perforated en ligne. 

lc. brown yellow. 10c. red. 
2c. orange. 20c. green. 
5c. blue. . 50c. violet. 

JAPAN. This country has a series of fiscal stamps which present 
the same general appearance as the postals, but are more ornate, and 
even make greater pretensions, Each design being different, a general 
description would be useless, and we are not sufficiently posted to de- 
scribe all the values, of which there are six. 

1 sen grey. 25 sen yellow. 
5 “ bistre. 50 “ green. 
10 “ red. 1 yen blue. 


The stamps are engraved, and perforated en ligne. 
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Azores has a new series. They bear the arms of Portugal, im- 
pressed in blue on white, in ground bure/é yellow, except in the 100r., 
in which the bure/é is grey. 


10 reis, blue 40 reis, blue. 

20 «6 ‘< 50 Tt: 

30 “ec “ 60 “ 3 
100 reis, blue. 

France. In accordance with the law of Dec. 3), 1873, two new 
fiscals have been put in use. They are destined for copies of writs, 
notices of judgements, and lawyers’ papers generally. The design is 
similar to the old journal stam s ; the inscription in the central por- 
tion is FRANCE, Copies, with the indication of value. There are two 
values : 50 c. and 2-10 black—central inscription, bistre. 

lfr.and2-10 “ ¥ “ green. 

A new series of stamps for commercial trans ictions, bills of ex- 
change, etc., is here described. An ornamental bracket supports two 
reclining figures, one representing Mercury (Commerce), the other 
Ceres (Agriculture). Above is the legend : 

ENREG’ TIMBRE: DOM”", 
Beneath, and to the left, 
A 
Le 
187 

and along the right border, DEMI DRoIT EN sus, a surcharge in red. 
Below is a transverse, containing figure of valu> over a line showing 
the extremes for which the stamp is intended. The whole is printed on 
a very pretty diapered ground, and surrounded by a frame of diamond 
patterns. The shape of the stamp is an upright rectangle. 

lst. Stamps impressed in blue : 


0.05c. for bills not higher than 100 fr 
0.10c. * between 100f. and 200f, 
0.15c. ” - 200 * 300f. 
0.20c. - 300 * 400f. 
0.25c. . ” 400 * 5§00f. 
0.50c. " 500 1 000f. 
1 00 * §1,000 =“ 2,000f. 
1 50 « 2000 “3,000f. 
2.00 ‘ 3,000 “4.000f. 
2.50 “« 4,000 5,000f. 
2d. Stamps impressed in bistre : 
3.00 for bills between 5,000 and 6,000f. 
3.50 ea os 6,000 * 7,000f. 
4.00 « “ 7000 “ 8,000F. 
450 « “  g000 “ 9.000F. 
5.00 « “ 9000 * 10,000F. 
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Catania. Another Italian province was credited with a series of 
fiscal stamps, of which the following is the design: The arms of the 
city—an elephant with figure of Minerva(!) standing beside him, in 
plain, square shield, surrounded by quatre-foil ornament, containing 
in each leaf figure of value ; the whole within rectangular frame of 
solid labels, with inscriptions prRITTO—MUNICIPIO—DEL COMMUNE—DI 
CATANIA, and corner ornaments bearing alternately figure and letter of 
value. The following were the reported values : 


5c. green, 25c. yellow, 
10c brown, 50c. violet, 
20c. red, 1 Jira, black, 
1 lira, blue. 


These stamps being placed on sale by the foreign journals, called 
out a denial of their authenticity, and the statement that a certain M. 
Torres, of Livourne, finding that Catania used no revenue stamps, 
prepared the design described above, and submitted them to the au- 
thorities who had not as yet accepted them. Thereupon the foreign 
journals become exceeding repentant, call upon their customers to re- 
turn any that may have been purchased, in order that they may heap 
infamy upon M. Torres, in the shape of untold numbers of Catanian 
stamps. 


Before the genuine character of the stamps became known, some cu- 
riosity was excited by the appearance of the elephant in the arms of 
the city, and inquiries were at once instituted for the cause of Mr. 
Proboscis’ intrusion. Thereupon, a very pretty legend is told: Saint 
Agatha, patronness of the city of Catania, lived in the sixth century, 
and died a martyr for her faith. In the following century the Pope 
canonized the remains, and transported them to Cons‘antinople. Then 
the Catanians adopted her as their patronness. In the twelfth century, 
with the authority of the then Pope, they reclaimed the holy relic, and 
were successful. In the night of 3d or 4th of February, 1135, the holy 
relic, enclosed in a silver coffin, arrived in the city, was placed in a tri- 
umphal chair drawn by an elephant mounted by a man clothed as to 
his shirt, and was drawn through the principal streets and places of the 
city. At the joyous news, every one rose, and scarce giving one’s self 
time to dress, hastened into the streets, crying, ‘Viva Sant Agata.” 
From this came the Arms of Catania: An elephant mounted by a 
man en chemise. A monument has been erected in the place, Largo 
del Duomo, but a small obelisk takes the place of the man. 


(To be continued.) 
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A Challenge. 
ARE THE RUSSIAN LOCALS AUTHENTIC ? 
“There is room for doubting the postal character of the Russian lécals.’ 


In a worthy attempt to prove the genuine character of the Don Car- 
los stamp, H. A. de Joannis, of London, does think it a little singu- 
lar that a specimen or specimens “‘ used and postmarked in any way ” 
of the Russian locals have never been obtained. We shall take up his 
half-timid inquiry, and challenge our contemporary, the Stamp Col- 
lectors’ Magazine, to prove the authenticity and official use of these 
labels ; which we do by boldly denouncing them as humbugs. 

‘“ We do not see the necessity,” says the editor of the 8. C. M., “ of 
going fully into the question of the difficulty of procuring postmarked 
specimens at present, but unless our correspondent is prepared to argue 
that our St. Petersburg correspondent, M. Moens, ourselves, and others 
are either the concoctors, or the dupes of some vast and cleverly con- 
trived conspiracy, we cannot see how he can argue that the Russian lo- 
cals are open to doubt.” But we do see the necessity of going into 
this question, and at once. Collectors who pay their money for these 
things, are certainly entitled to know that the goods they receive are 
what they represent ; they are entitled to all the evidence attainable; 
and if an experienced amateur, like M. Joannis, reiterates the doubt 
long cast upon these things, collectors must see that his assertions are 
refuted or sustained ; and that no burden of proof must be placed 
upon his shoulders, to remove which he must needs class certain parties 
among swindlers. Very difficult to do in the absence of official infor- 
mation, and the myriad yards of red tape to be consumed before that 
information can be obtained. No, gentlemen; it is not necessary that 
you should be classed with our learnéd tailors ; that is your own affair. 
But it is very necessary that. you should prove to the Philatelic world 
the true character of these locals. Digressing for a moment, we ask 
the publishers of the worthy paper quoted above, why they sell evident 
reprints of rare stamps in such a manner as to convey the impression 
that they are originals? Do they imagine that they are doing a benefit 
to Philately by sending out reprints by the bushel full, disparaging 
Mr. A’s or Mr. B’s set of originals? Or must they be compelled to 
acknowledge—as they did in the case of U. 8. locals—the true charac- 
ter of their wares? Reprints are a greater enemy to collectors than 
counterfeits. They work insidiously. Their effect is like lead poison- 
ing—cumulative. No remedy can prevent their fatal result. A col- 
lector of any experience at all can escape the majority of counterfeits ; 
but let his eye be never so skillful, his judgement never so well bal- 
anced, he will be lucky to escape the presence of a reprint in his album. 

And now back whence our digression led us. The steps of decep- 
tion, whether intentional or unconscienable, a-e so gradual, that wheth- 
er it be unused Argentine Confederation, large and small figures, or 
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Russian locals, the word ‘‘yenuine,” a misnomer in the former, may 
be a misstatement in the latter. 

And now to maintain our position. We havea friend living in Mos- 
cow, not a,“ special correspondent,” but a gentlemen of business cares 
and necessities, domiciled in Moscow, and therefore full of interest in 
all movements concerning the Russian administration. A request to 
him for Russian stamps and Envelopes, at two several times, brought 
full assortments of the government adhesives and stamped envelopes, 
but no locals. Though attached to the court, he could obtain no lo- 
cals, and no evidence of their existence. Living in Mo cow, where 
there are several kinds reported of these locals, he could not find any ! 
And “ truly and reasonably ” he writes, ‘ Russia is the most perfect 
despotism in the world, and a most beautiful evidence of the working 
of centralization. Everything must go to St. Petersburg; everything 
must come from St. Petersburg. St. Petersburg is the centre of this 
immense despotism, and is too jealous of her rule and her power to 

ermit even the shadow of them to fall beyond the limits of her city. 
Under Russian Rule, these locals you speak of as having the govern- 
mental sanction, must be an improbability—aye, even an impossibility 
A village, a city, or a province, looks to St Petersburg ; there she re- 
ecives what she needs; but St. Petersburg manages the post, and will 
permit no tampering on the part of local functionaries.” 

Possibly our friend’s opinion may be formed hastily ; perhaps it may 
not be correct. But no canceled copies of these locals have been seen 


by us, or by others, we believe, and whether fish or flesh, ‘our [S. C. 
M.] St. Petersburg correspondent,” M. Moens, ourselves [S. C. & Co.,} 
and others [7uien sabe] are expected to remove M. Joannis’ imputa- 
tions, and answer our challenge. 


Answers to Correspondents, 

SaLtTMARsH —1. We have carefully examined your specim:n of 
Lubeck, and we must pronounce it genuine,Overy Taylor to thecontrary, 
notwithstanding. A prima facie evidence is its being on water- 
marked paper, and we have not yet received any evidence of counter- 
feiters of stamps counterfeiting the watermirks ; they would have a 
sorry time of it. We compared your specimen with ours; and then 
carefully noted the points made in the 8. C. M., of February, 1874, 
(p. 23) and find that either Mr. Taylor must be wrong in many of his 
statements, or else our pet series of Lubeck stamps, including errors, 
shades, and varieties of paper, must be every one a counterfeit. 2. Re- 
turned letter stamp of Wurtemberg, and not of Bavaria. They differ 
in this particular: in the latter the name of a town takes the place of 
the leaved ornament under the crown io the former. 3. Not of any 
particular notice. There is no accounting for the vagaries of a type- 
setter. In the case of these returned letter stamps, there are sheets in 
which there are as many errors as there are stamps. Each, therefore, 
deserves no more notice than another. 





June 20, 1874. THe AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 


The Early Issues of Peru. 


By Cuarues Pryron, 
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The very general mistakes made in cataloguing the early issues of 
Peru is our only apology for offering the following brief article to our 
readers, which, it is hoped, will enable the youngest collector to decide 
at once to which issue his stamp belongs. 

As early as the year 1857, the government decided to issue postage 
stamps, but owing to the timidity of the officials, they were not put 
in use until December Ist, 1857, and even then were only tried 
as an experiment between the towns of Lima and Chorillos, the stamps 
for this purpose having been loaned by the Pacific Steam Navigation 
Co., who had just prepared a pair of stamps to use on their route; but 
as these labels were not engraved for the Peruvian government, we 
shall reserve a description of them for some future paper. The em- 
ployment of stamps having proved a perfect success, it was now de- 
cided to issue a series for the entire country, which was accordingly 
prepared and distributed to the various offices on the Ist of March, 
1858. The design of the stamps may be briefly stated to consist of 
the national arms in a circle, enclosed in a square frame, inscribed 
with the value and use. The engraving given above (Type 1) render- 
ing more minute description unnecessary. The colors and values are: 

1 (un) dinero blue; 4 (medio) peso, or 50 centimos, buff, rose; 1 
(una) peseta 10se. 

The rose, 4 peso, is most likely an error of printing, and the 1 pe- 
seta is found in a great variety of shades. 

it may be as well to remark here that the design of eech value dif- 
fers in detail, but the general characteristics are the same in all values 
of a series. For instance, it will be noticed that our engravings repre- 
sent each value and each type. The lower part of the arms in the one 
dinero is enclosed in a wreath, and the inside circle is formed of ob- 
long or ill-shaped dots. The arms in the half peso are supported by 
banners with branches before them, and the inner circle is composed 
of dashes and dots, while the arms in the one peseta are supported by 
banner alone, and the inner circle is composed of triangular dots. 

The distinctive characteristics of the first series (Type 1), are p: in 
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POSTE-FRANCO, touches upright line of side frame, (except in the half 
peso, where there is a slight space intervening, but as this value only 
appears in this issue, it is of but little importance) ; spandrels, com- 
posed of wavy, vertical lines; badly form »d cornucopia (on shield). 

Oa the Ist of June of the same year the half peso was withdrawn 
from use, and the remainder of the stock ordered to be burnt, which ac- 
counts for the great rarity of this stamp 

These stamps were soon superseded by a new set, the earliest post- 
marked stamp in my possession being dated November 27, 1858. This 
series (Type 2), consisted of only two values, which conform to the 
general design of the first issue. The colors and values are : 

1 (un) dinero blue; 1.(una) peseta red, various shades. The salient 
features of this series are, frame of well-defined double lines, porrs- 
FRANCO in centre of upper space, and not touching side frame ; span- 
drels composed of wavy, vertical lines; badly-shaped cornucopia (on 
shield). 

The third set was issued early in 1860, the same colors and values 
being employed as before. The prominent features of this set, (Type 
3), are PORTE-FRANCO in centre of upper frame; spandrels composed of 
zigzag lines; well formed cornucopia with curled end on shield. 

It has been stated that these frequent variations of the design were 
intended as a guard against counterfeiters, but we think it is more 
probable that it was owing to the stamps having been poorly litho- 
graphed, and so soon becoming indistinct, new stones had to be en- 
graved. ‘Lhe great difference in the appearance of a number of these 
stamps of any issue, seems to favor this view of the case. In fact, so 
marked are the differences in the third set, that worn specimens of the 
one dinero have been catalogued as a distinct variety, owing to the 
zigzaz lines in the corner having th> appearance of being formed of 
distinct dashes instead of continuous zigzag lines. The one peseta, with 
cornucopia on white ground, is another favorite variety, but it is 
caused solely by the lines having worn out In looking overa number 
of stam»s while preparing this article, we came across a one dinero,in 
which the lines on the lower division of the shield had entirely disap- 
peared. 

These issues were all protected (as the officials supposed) by secret 
marks which for a long time baffled the scrutiny of collectors, but 
were at length discovered by an English amateur writing under the 
nom de plume of “ Fentonia,” but as they have been so recently noted 
in these pages, we will not tire our readers with a repetition of them, 
as if necessary to refresh their memory, they can refer to page 7 of this 
volume. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 


Antioquia. Through the courtesy of Mr. Bogert, one of our most 
earnest Philatelists, we are enabled to present full particulars concern- 
ing a new issue of stamps for this State. The series commenced with 
the emission in 1863 of a 5 centavos, of almost identical design, with 
that of the 1871 issue, save that in the former the stars over the arms 
are much smaller, the numerals in corners are shaded instead of solid, 
and the frame is lighter. The series has been completed by the ap- 
pearance of three other values, viz: 10c., 20c., and 1 peso. 

These three values present a rare beauty such as is seldom seen on 
postage stamps. Both in coloring and design there isa certain artistic 
harmony which must be seen to be appreciated, as a verbal description 
—very difficult in the first place—can scarce do justice to the stamps. 
Our work is relieved somewhat by the ace ompanying cut of the 1 peso. 

The 10 cent: conveys the impression that an ornate A i 
serves to enclose the inse riptions. The upper half of 
this A contains the inscription in increasing and de- 
creasing, roman capitals, ESTADO sSOBERANO DF ANTI- 
oguiA, on white ground; the lower portion, serving as 
the cross-part of the letter, is in form of solid label, in- 
scribed EE. UU. pe CoLompia. Extending frcmthisband ® 
in a perpendicular, is the word correos on solid ground. Enclosed with 
in the lower label is a shield containing arms of the state, surrounded 
by nine stars, and resting upon a riband containing value DIEZ CENT*. 
Running from the corners are scrolled ornaments, containing figure of 
value, which is repeated six times, twice with the addition of C: 

The 20c, is divided into two portions by a broad, double-curved solid 
label, containing correos, the figure 20 in left, nine stars disposed 
rectangularly in right, where the ends of the labels turn over. In the 
upper portion of the stamp we are again informed, rather diagonally, 
but in the latest style of lettering, that Antioquia is a sovereign State, 
while in the left upper corner, in very small characters, is the value. 
The lower portion of the stamp contains the arms of the State, on a 
shield shaped like a cornucopia, and indeed looking as if it were in- 
tended for one, and which needed just a little tilting to fall over and 
spill out the nine stars we have spoken of. Underneath the bands is 
again the value, but this time in much larger capitals than the inscrip- 
tion, which runs along the lower border of the stamp, announcing the 
United States of Columbia. We are induced here to draw an original 
conclusion from this stamp: Antioquia feels too great in her sovereign- 
ty to be influenced by any such considerations as money, and therefore 
on her march to witness the proper arrangement of the constellation 
of stars, of which she forms a symmetrical unit, she leaves the money 
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question behind her. Not so the parent state: however much the 
latter may desire to hold all her children within her arms, it is in- 
dicated that for a slight consideration they may alljtake their leave. 
With the parent, money is all powerful. 
The set as now constituted is as follows : 
5c. green; 10c. lilac; 20c. brown; 1 peso, red. 

Durcu Inpies. It is well known that four new values were added 
to the stamps of this country. They are now before us, and present 
no differences of type. The highest value is impressed in two colors 
—a mode fashionable now among our Germanic 'neighbors—the 
frame-work being violet, the medallion green. The {full series is as 
follows : 

le. olive green, 20c. ultra marine, 

5c. green, 25c. purple, 
10c. bistre, 50¢c. carmine, 
15c. brown, 2¢l. 50c. green and violet 

The return-letter stamps are of the followi ing values and colors : 

5c. yellow on white; 10c. blue on yellow; 20c. green on blue. 

We have also received single and double cards, which in addition 
to the Dutch inscription, bear its translation in Javanese characters 
we presume. These characters look funny enough, and we cannot in 
strictness state that neither head nor tail can be made of them: the let- 
ters seem to be all tail, The double card differs from any of its 
contemporaries in the manner in which it is folded. The faces of 
the card lie one on the other, but the fold is on the right-hand edge. 

Mexico. As we were the first to announce the new adhesives and 
envelopes for this country, we are also the first to describe each, as 
an examination of the set now before us shows that the stamps differ 
one from the other, and not all like the 10c., as we stated before, 
but that the envelopes follow the same pattern. As we announced, 
the adhesives are from the American Bank Note Company, and are 
very fine specimens of skillful engraving, though there is a consid- 
erable limit to their designs, which is not at all brilliant or in 
keeping with many things which have emanated from this company. 
An error in their manufacture has not been rectified by the supe- 
rior excellence of their result. We wish we could even say as much 
of the envelopes, which have not a single thing to recommend them, 
except the money paid for them. The design ' could not possibly be 
meaner, as we do not find a single element “to redeem them. They 
would not be the things to display at a country fair in the hope of 
carrying away the prize. 

The general design of the stamps consists of the head of Hidalgo 
to left sometimes as in the illustration, sometimes as bust. In the 5c. 
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the bust is on a ground of lathe work, within upright scrolled frame; 
projecting diagonally from each corner is a slat, looking for all the 
world like the footstones in a graveyard, bearing figure of value; 
between them are curved solid labels, bearing inscriptions—above cor- 
REOS, below MEXICo, to sides CINCO CENTAVOS. Color brown. 

The 10c. being illustrated speaks for itself, and is 
the portrait of the series. 

The 25c. is similar in design to the 5c., but in- 
stead of the graveyard slabs, we have indented 
squares in the upper corners, and another kind of 
slab in the lower, each containing figure of value. 
Value in letters on right and left, and cOoRREOs 
above, in curved labels. Mexico below in straight 
label. The 50ec. takes the design of the 10, within 
a narrower upright oval, which is broken at the sides by a circle con- 
taining figure of value, while resting on the top as in the 10, is a small 
oval with value, also in figures. 


The inscription, CORREOS MEXICO, is 
disposed directly on the oval frame, while beneath is the value in 
A swelled frame surrounds the whole; 
between the frame and medallion is again found lathe-work. 

The stamps are printed on white paper, perforated 12. 

The envelopes bear an embossed stamp in upper right corner; the 


letters, CINCUENTA CENTAVOS. 


bust is that on the adhesives, within upright oval 
frame, broken at sides by slabs for figure of value. 
The envelopes we have seen were embossed on thin 
paper. 

As all the plates, machinery for printing, &c., 
have been sold to the Mexican government, there is 
every reason to believe that when the present sup- 
ply, which is home-made, is exhausted, the next lot 
will not be an improvement on the old Hidalgo and 
Eagle series. 

Norway. It is a little singular that the 2 sk. post card has es- 
saped notice, although we have had them since February. The design 
is identical with that of the 3 sk. card, the color being blue. There is 
an unpaid stamp, black on blue. 

SwITzERLAND. E. L. Pemberton, Esq., has sent us a specimen of 
the new 5c. envelope, with the stamp in left upper corner, impressed 
in light brown, and watermarked with a very large, handsome, orna- 
mented figure 5, the upper stroke of the 5 being flat instead of curved. 
He has also communicated to us the following notices of new stamps: 


Natat. The 1 penny stamp has a double surcharge in small, black 
letters. 
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St. Dominco, The uN REAL impressed in black on violet. 

Honpuras now prints its stamp in lilac. 

DRAMMENS issues two new volues to match the known type of 1 skil- 
ling blue on white and on rose. Both stamps are square, the 4 sk. be- 
ing larger than the 2 sk. 

2 sk. blue on white ; 4 sk. blue on glazed yellow. 

FINLAND. A card bearing the inscription KorRESPONDENS 
Kort ; bright green on salmon, buff card, attention being called 
to the last syllable of Korrespondens. 

PHILIPPINE IsLANDs. A new series is inaugurated by the ap- 
pearance of the 62c. de peseta, of the same design as that in the 
current stamps of Spain and Cuba, with the exception of the in- 
scription at top, which is now FILIPINAS. 

62c. de peseta, rose. 

Peru. Being overcrowded this month, we have not the space 
to devote to encomiums on the stamps for this country, by the 
National Bank Note Co. of this city, but at the same time cannot let 
even the present moment pass without observing that they are, in 
all respects, the most beautiful stamps we have ever set eyes upon ; 
as far superior to the Mexican stamps prepared by one of the ri- 
val American companies, as the sun’s rays are to the moon’s 
beams. 

Three series have been prepared. Unpaid, or insufficiently 
prepaid, postage and envelope stamps. The first consists of four 
values, with the same general design; viz: Llama, standing to 
right, in shield, surmounted by vignette of steamship in oblong 
oval, and separated by curved band containing inscription PLEFIcIT 
oO Franqgueo, above the vignette, PERU—CORREOS on solid, orna- 
mented tablets, one below the other. The different values vary in 
the disposition of the figures and letters giving values. In the 5c. 
there is the large numeral in small shield between cINCO CENTAVOS 
in curved line, a six-pointed star containing figure at either ex- 
tremity. The 10 has no stars; springing from a large figure 10 at 
bottom are two labels inscribed each, DIEZ CENTAVOS, rising on 
either side in shield shaped curve. The 20 has a large numeral 
underneath the llama, and 20—VEINTE CENTAVOS—20, running 
under and up to transverse band, and interlacing curves in lower 
corners. In the 50, the figure of value is found in a rectangular 
solid tablet beneath symbols; CINCUENTA CENTAVOS on either 
side in upright solid labels. 

The stamps are impressed in color on white unwatermarked 
paper, perforated 14, upright rectangular, # inch by 1% inch. 

5e. vermilion, 20c. blue, 
10c. orange, 50c. deep brown. 
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The saad show the following general design: Arms of the State 
supported by flags and cannon on either side, and surmounted by 
. rel wreath, behind which appears a sun-burst, all within upright 

yal. CORREOS DE PERU above, and inse ription and numerals of 

viles arranged around the central design in various symmetrical 
designs. 

In addition to these, a set of envelopes is in preparation, which 
we can assure our readers is not behind the adhesives in beauty, 
and which we will thoroughly describe in our next. 

SPAIN. In accordance with a decree issued b Vy the Junta of 

Catalonia, a new Don Carlos stamp has been issued, owing it is 
asserted to the determination of the Carlist government, due no 
tice of which had been served upon the Catalonian authorities, to 
burn all mail matter which did not bear a Don Carlos stamp. Ac 
cordingly, a local, or tax-stamp, or whatever else it may be, has 
been issued, and is not at all remarkable for its beauty of execu 
tion. A bust of Don Carlos, turned three-fourths to the right, is 
enclosed within an upright oval, surrounded by rectangular, tes 
selated frame, on which are placed labels and ribands, containing 
inscription. Above, in a curved band, pros. PATRIA. reg. To 
left and right in straight labels, ANo DE 1874, CaTALiNa ; below, 
Correos. 16 M° V* | Maravedis vellon|. 

The new stamps are printed in color, rose on white paper, and 
unperforated. 

Le Timbre Post states that the current series of Sy anish stamps 
will be replaced on the Ist of July, by an entirely new set, both 
as regards design and color. Issuing as many stamps as Spain 
has done, almost each recurring year ushering in a new series, we 
must be pardoned for expecting that, at length, after so many 
years of trial, something might be produced worthy the Spanish 
name. We have expected too much. The new stamps have not 
even the credit of originality, as the stamps which fir ten years 
have been in use in the Department of Justice in the Philippines, 
have been altered to suit the coming necessity. As many of our 
readers may not be acquainted with these justice stamps, we ap- 
pend a description: A figure of Justice, seated, and turned to 
right, holding in her left hand the balance, in Ler right the sword, 
which might be intended to represent the formidable weapon 
wielded by Richelieu in his younger days. This figure ina plain, 
circular disk, with the inscription following the inner edge—com- 
MUNICACIONES—10. ©. D. PESETA—1874. Beneath the disk, on 
plain, circular label. 1O—Espana—10. The whole surrounded by 
lined rectangular frame, the interstices being filled in with leaved 
ornaments. The following are the values : 
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t cent de p. green, 40 cent de p. violet, 
a yellow, 50 * 
purple, 1 peseta, green, 
blue, 4 “ carmine, 
creen, 10 * black 
brown, 


Our Revenue Chronicle. 

A New Proprietary. The firm of Murray & Lanman has, it seems, 
been succeeded by that of Lanman:& Kemp, who inaugurate their 
partnership with a pair of very neat private revenue stamps for use on 
the various preparations sent into the market by this firm. The de- 
sign, which is the same for each stamp, represents a Phoenix with the 
word PROPRIETARY above, NEW yorRK below, in curved lines; curved 
solid labels above and below, the upper containing Lanman & KEMP, 
the lower vu. s. INTER REV.; straight labels to sides, bearing values ; 
the upper corners contain figure of value on ornamental ground : 

le., black. 3e., green. 

J. G. Horcuxiss Matcn Co, We have just seen a stamp issued by 
this firm, but are unable to say at present if it is an old or new issue. 
The design is the same as Farr’s, with the name changed and address 
substituted for “friction matches ’’ The color and value is 1 cent 
dark green. 

Kvwarp Wixper. The 4c. scarlet of this stamp is now printed in 
lake 

Dv Ponco’s Pitts. The name, 8. D Howe, on this well-known 
and scarce stamp, has been changed to that of J. McCullough. 

Nevapa. For a long time it was thought that the $5 stamp was 
the highest-priced revenue in this State. Weare able now to mention 
the very interesting information to many of our readers, that two 
higher values exist of the same general design, namely, Roman nu- 
meral on ground of geometric curves; 10 dollars chocolate ; 20 dollars 
dark brown. 

BruNswick. Two series of fiscals are in use in this Duchy, one for 
the law department, the other for public use, the only distinction be- 
tween the two series being the colors in which the stamps are im- 
pressed, the former being impressed in blue, the latter in grey. ‘The 
design consists of figure and value in letters in the centre of an oval, 
which bears the legend at top, BRAUNSCHWEIGER STEMPEL ; at bottom, 
GROSCHEN ; in the angles, the arms of Brunswick. The “ thaler” 
stamps are similar to the old fiscals of Prussia, with an octagon colored 
frame in the centre of a large rectangle. All the values are surcharged 
in color, blue for the first issues, red for the second. 
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The United States Locals and Their History. 


Br C. H. C 


inued from page 7‘ 


(Co 
Of the private letter companie s running between cities, there remain 
but two which have not been described; viz., Westervelt’s Post and 

H. Prince’s Letter Dispatch. 

WESTERVELT 8S POST. 

‘The head office of this ente rprise was at Chester, N. Y., and its route 
lay between the various towns in that portion of Westchester County. 
Exactly when it was established I cannot say, and it is equally difficult 
to determine when it was discontinued, for, if [ mistake not, its pro- 
prietor claimed for it a nominal existence long after it had ceased to 
have any other kind. 

This is the only stamp issued by Mr. Westervelt for strictly postal 

roooeee purposes. As will be observed, it is a very plain type- 

Westervelt’s ° Set design, but as it is neatly printed in black on lay- 
[oat ender, and on tlesh-colored paper, it presents a more 
- ., - pleasing appearance than many of those frightful at- 
¢ Chester, N.Y. tempts at wood “ butchering,” for which locals are 
Seecosoooooeeeoooeoos> NOted, 

In addition to the foregoing, Mr. Westervelt issued several years ago 
two more pretentious labels, the one being adorned with a very bad 
likeness of General Grant; and the other with the head of an Indian, 
very similar to that w hich we every day see on our one-cent piec es. It 
is quite possible that a few of these stamps (which are printed in every 
color of the rainbow) were allowed to pass through Westervelt’s post, 
so as to give them a more high-toned character, but in my mind there 
is no doubt that the main object in preparing them was to realize a 
handsome profit from sales to philatelists. 

J. H. PRINCE, LETTER DISPATCH 

The history of this express can be best given by 
reprinting a short paragraph on the subject, which 
appeared in the “ American Stamp Mercury,” some 
time ago, viz: 


“ By the present mail arrangements between Portland and Boston, 
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“the afternoon mail dcees 1 in Portland at ‘cheat 3 p. m.; pi in 
“letters posted after that hour have to wgit until the following mail, 
‘which is not made up until the next morning, and in consequence 
“letters posted after 3 p.m. are not delivered in Boston until noon of 
“the following day. To remedy this inconvenience, Mr. Prince has a 
“messenger, who, travelling by the steamer which leaves Portland at 
“6 p.m., takes charge of all letters which are handed to him for 
** transmission to Boston : ; but which letters must, in the first place, 
“have a United States 3 cont stamp affixed, in addition to which Mr. 
“* Prince makes a charge of 2 cents for his trouble in conveying them 
“to Boston, where, at an early hour (usually before 6 0’c lock of the 
‘“‘ following morning) they are safely —- in the Boston post-of- 
** fice, and are ready for delive ry be fore 9 a. 1., thus making a saving 
“of three to four hours time in transit, at an ping cost of 2 cents. 

The stamp is the work of, Lowell & Brett of Boston, and is printed 
in black on white paper. 

Prince’s post is still in operation; or at least it was about a year 
ago, and I have not heard of its suspension since. 

Having thus completed the list of “‘ companies carrying letters be- 

“tween different cities,” we must now consider those “ distributing 
‘letters throughout the various portions of any one city, or collecting 
“letters in the s same manner for transportation to the government 
“* post-office ;’’ which are designated in my prefatory remarks on page 
48 as 

CLASS IT. 

As a rule all the city despatch companies performed the two func- 
tions either of which entitles them to a place under this class, but 
there were some exceptions which only acted in a single capacity. 

Under the term “various portions of any one city,” I include the 
numerous suburbs of most of our large towns, which, although they 
may bear distinctive names, are in reality nothing more than the vari- 
ous districts of one vast settlement. Thus, for instance, I embrace 
Brooklyn, Jersey City, the Staten Island villages, &c., under the city 
of New York; and an express, of which the route lay among these lo- 
calities, did actually run between the various portions of one city. 

Acting on this principle, I propose to subdivide Class Il. into 
groups, each one of which will embrace the posts existing in some 
particular town. By this plan we will not only be able to comprehend 
the subject more clearly, but also to avoid a great deal of useless repe- 
tition. 

We will therefore commence by considering the local posts of the 

CITY OF NEW YORK, 
It is scarcely possible that my list will be anything like complete, 
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for there are many of these companies concerning whose history I am 
quite in the dark, even as to their place of origin 
CITY DESPATCH POST, 

Although it was my intention when commencing these papers, to 
condense matters as much as possible, I venture in the present in- 
stance to deviate from that rule, as the circular transcribed below gives 
such a graphic idea of the working of the City Delivery Posts in gen- 
eral, as to make it worth the space it occupies. 

NEW YORK CITY DESPATCH POST. 
Principal Office, 46 William Street. 

The necessity of a medium of communication by letter from one 
part of the city to another, being universally admitted, and the Penny 
Post, lately existing, having been relinquished, the opportunity has 
been embraced to reorganize it under an entirely new proprietary and 
management, and upon a much more comprehensive basis, by which 
Despatch, Punctuality and Security—those essential elements of suc- 

cess—may at once be attained, and the inconvenience now e xpe rienced 
be entire ly removed. * " ° * 

The following is a brief outline of the plan : 

Branch Orrices.—Letter boxes are placed throughout every part of 
the city in conspicuous places; and all letters deposited therein not 
exceeding two ounces in weight, will be punctually delivered three 
times a day, at 9, 1 and 4 o’clock, at three cents each; option being 
given either to free the letter in the manner shown in the following 
regulations, or to leave the postage to be collected from the party to 
whom the letter is addressed. 

Post-ParpLerrers.—Letters which the writer desires to send free, 
must have a free stamp affixed to them. An ornamental stamp has 
been prepared for this purpose, and may be procured at the principal 
office as above, or at those stores which will be advertised in the daily 
papers as having authority to sell them. The charge will be 36 cents 
per dozen, or 2 dolls. 50 cents per hundred; the reduction in price for 
the large quantity being made with a view to the accommodation of 
those parties sending a considerable number of ‘circulars, accounts, 
&c, Parcels not exceeding 1 |b. in weight will be charged a propor- 
tionate rate. 

NO MONEY MUST BE PUT INTO THE BOXES. 

All letters intended to be sent forward to the General Post Office for 
the inland mails, must have a free stamp affixed to them. 

Unrarp Lerrers. Letters not having a free stamp will be charged 
three cents, payable by the party to whom they are addressed on de- 
livery. 

Reaistry anp Despatcu. A Registry will be kept for letters whic 
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it may be wished to place under special charge. Free stamps must be 
affixed to such letters for the ordinary postage, and three cents addi~ 
tional be paid, (or an additional free stamp be affixed) for the Regis- 
tration ; but all such letters must be especially deposited at the prin- 
cipal office. 

A special “‘ Despatch ” will be expedited with any Letter or Packet 
not exceeding one pound in weight (to an address within the limits) 
at 124 cents a mile, upon application at the Principal oftice. 

* * * *% * * 


Alexander M. Greig, Agent. 

The Limits of the Despatch Post will extend to Twenty-first street. 

From the above circular it will be noticed that reference is made to 
an older post which had been relinquished, and which was undoubtedly 
the first institution of the kind in the country. But beyond the fact 
of its existence [ have been unable to ascertain anything whatever re- 
garding this pioneer company, which probably did not issue any stamp. 

The City Despatch Post was started on or before July Ist, 1842, by 
A. M. Greig. How long it remained under his control, I cannot say, 
but in 1848 it had passed into the hands of one Charles Cole, at No. 
492 Broadway, and he in turn was succeeded by Edward N. Barry, by 
whom it was conducted up to 1859. 

The stamps issued while under these several managements are nu- 
merous, but not difficult of classification. 


Type I. Fine metal plate engraving. 
cents black on white glazed paper. 
““ green “ee 
yellow * 
grey “< 
green ““ 

Type Il. Similar to the preceding, but with the letters C C at 
sides. This change was doubtless made during Cole’s (ee 
administration. We 

2 cents black on green. 
2 .* *« = white. 
. ‘© vermillion. 


2 « « yellow. 


The foregoing must not be confounded with the “ United States 
City Despatch Post,” a label of almost identical appearance, but 
which was undoubtedly of government origin. 


(To be continued.) 


ee 
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“An Era in Stamp Collecting.”’ 

Not such an era as was expected, but nevertheless an era. It hap- 
pened in inverse proportion to the results expected It worked woe to 
those who looked for glory and profit > it brings joy to those who would 
otherwise be pining in sorrow over misplaced confidences and abused 
P 1cket-books. 

It came about thus wise. Not long since we received a postal card 
containing a very seductive advertisement. Here it is, inserted free 
gratis for nothing. which we do out of pure love for the science, and 
from an inborn sentiment that it is always well to help people out of 
dfficulties—although in this case greater good has been accomplished 
by helping them into difficulties 

2 & t% i 2 
AN ERA 
IN STAMP COLLECTING. 
Orrice oF THe PaiLate ist Stamp Co., ? 
Concord, N. H., April 20,1874. f 

The Paitatetist Stamp Co., believing they possess unequalled fa- 
cilities for obtaining Foreign Postage Stamps, announce their intention 
of entering into competition with the dealers in Foreign Postage 
Stamps throughout the United States. Our large, illustrated, 45-page 
Price list and Circular will be ready for distribution in about 30 days ; 
and notwithstanding the great expense attending its publicition, wil 
be sent free to any applicant upon receipt of three cent stamp for 
postage. In the meantime the Pariatetist Stamp Co. will send any 
of the following Packets upon receipt of price ; and we iavite particu- 
lar attention to the favorable result produced in their bebalf, when 
compared with any other dealers’ Packets. 

Extra Series of Rare used and Unused Stamps. Each con- 
tains 25 varieties. All warranted genuine. 

No. 1 contains Japan, Cuba, Sierra Leone, Sarawak, Ceylon, Hun- 
gary, Roumania, St. Lucia, and other good stamps. 

No. 2 contains Fiji Island, Maderanathal, Nevis, Argentine Repub- 
lic, Madeira, Straits Settlements, Danish Service, Livonia, Cape of 
Good Hope, and other good stamps. 

No. 3 contains Montenegro, St. Helena, Turkey, Provisional Shang- 
hai, Transvaal Republic, Swan River, Jamaica, and other good stamps. 

No, 4 contains New Grenada, Deccan, Servia, Augsburg, Newfound- 
land, Sandwich Islands, Orange Free State, and other good stamps. 

PRICE TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 

The above packets do not contain two stamps alike. Collectors pur- 
chasing the entire series, will therefore have 100 valuable stamps, all 
different. To persons purchasing the four Packets at one time, we will 
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also send a complete set of Salvador Stamps Free. Collectors wishing 
to improve this opportunity to obtain rare stamps, should order at once, 
as, upon the appearance of our large Price List, this series of Packets 
will be withdrawn. Address 

PHILATELIST STAMP CO., 
Concorp, N. H. 


re re xt & re 2 * 

What heart could withstand such an appeal? Who could measure 
the depths of generosity, the extent of benevolence, the far-reaching 
heights of self-sacrifice conveyed through this simple, unpretending 
post card! How the eyes of the innocent stamp-collector must have 
glistened at this speedy accumulation of philatelic wealth ; how the 
prayers of collectors must have gone up in one grand unison for the 
long-may-it-wave success of the post-cards which bore to the hearth- 
stone of many a philatelic home the means of placing this wealth with- 
in the grasp of even the poorest collector! How many quarters and 
half-dollars and dollars—we speaketh of g eenbacks—indulgent papas 
and doting mammas may have given to the philatelic flowers of their 
family, will ever remain a dead letter. 

But alas ! for human trust and human frailty! With the postman’s 
knock many a heart must have fluttered at the untold treasures 
which were soon to feast the eyes, and make each particular album the 
desired of the envious. And when in the silence of the Collector’s sanc- 
tum—for every collector examines his stamps where nor little sister nor 
little brother dare intrude—the untold treasures were spread out, 

“Full many a blush was born to rise unseen ” 
into dark and angry scowls: the innocent searcher for cheap stamps 
was sold, and his cheap stamps were al] COUNTERFEITS ! 

Who can tell the agony of that heart? The silent threats! The 
secret resolve to be no more swindled! The firm determination to 
thrust the album aside ; and so Philately was lost a bright bud which 
promised ere long to bloom into a full blown philatelic rose—one of the 
scientifically nurtured, 

The day of retribution came ; and the destroyer of philatelic inno- 
cence, this curse to the philatelic household came to grief In this wise : 
Arrest of an Alleged Swindler at Concord, N H. 

(Special Dispatch to the Boston Herald.) 
Concord, N. H., May 13. 
f* Charles M. Gale of this city was arrested on Saturday evening, by U. 8. Marshal Patterson, 
on a charge of using the United States Mails to obtain money frandulently. Gale has been ad- 
vertising as the “‘ Philatelist Stamp Company,” engaging for a certain arnount of money sent 


by mail to forward a collection of United States and foreigu stamps. It is alleged that he has 
received money in answer to the advertisement and failed to return the equivalent promised. 
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Ata preliminary examination befure Commissioner Foster, he was held in $500 bon Is to appear 
and answer to the charge on Saturday next 

The above piece of intelligence conveys its own moral. There is no 
necessity of dilating upon it. The disease may be said to be incurable 
as long as there are fools in the ranks of collectors, who imagine that 
they can procure $50 worth of stamps at an outlay of $1, and then 
have a $5 set thrown in, so as to give the purchaser greater benefits. 
This advertisement of the Puitare ist Co., is the most bare-faced 
swindle that has ever come under our observation ; and al! collectors, 
both young and old will rejoice that it is now in the clutches of the 
law, and will meet that fate it so richly deserves. Aside from the ef- 
fect which every crime produc s upon the community, the sale of coun- 
terfeit postage stamps casts an odium upon Philately, immeasureable. 
Hundreds of collectors who started out with enthusiasm, and the de- 
sire to make fine collections have become indifferent, careless and negli- 
gent, and cease altogether, because some swindler imposed upon them 
with his vile wares. How many of these thieves and swindlers still 
exist, we know not. Their name is legion. One has met his just due, 
and at the present writing may be pow suffering the punishment inflict- 
ed upon thieves and swindlers. 

There are others who have uncounted sins to answer for, and their 
turn will come next. Whether ’tis better to deal in legitimate stamps, 
and be content with an honest business, even if it be small, with the 
comfort that one may have an honorable name ; or whether it be better 
to devote one’s energies to continual seeking for new means whereby to 
trap the unconscious and swindle them out of their money, and thereby 
leave a name which stinks in the nostrils of every right-minded person, 
is a question which has been answered by these swindling twins who 
think it is better to deal in fraud. In the language of Learned himself 
we say to each of these counterfeiters, ‘‘ Fair youth, take wa:ning in time 
lest thine be a similar fate, as his (Gale’s) is a melancholy one.” And 
much as either may delight in humbugging people, and boasting after- 
wards of his nefarious exploits, there will surely come a time in which 
he will meet with one who will fail to appreciate his vile jokes, and 
send him for a short time to the rural shades of Sing Sing. 

Again we warn our readers not to put their faith in the many glow- 
ing advertisements concerning the rare stamps to be purchased for a few 
cents. In every case you will be swindled) Our swindlers are sharp 
fellows. They have a “ring” among themselves. They will turn you 
from one to the other, fleecing you as you go, passing themselves off 
under assumed names, and joke of your simplicity then, and boast of 
their operations. And without being very personal, we beg of you to 
hive particular care of these oily-tongued scoundrels, with as many dis- 
guises as they have counterfeits, who have done infinite discredit to stamp- 


L. of C. 
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collecting, who are ordered out of every place as soon as their names 
becomes known. From all which we can deduce this moral : 

Do not deal with parties who do business under fictitious names, or 
with long-sounding titles taken in imitation of Incorporated Com- 
panies. 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 


Descriptive Price Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of all Nations. 
Twenty-eighth Edition. New York: J. W. Scott & Co. 

The appearance of the Twenty-eighth Edition of this standard Cata- 
logue, so soon after the publication of the Twenty-seventh, affords us 
abundant food for reflection, showing us more forcibly than could be 
told by words, the wonderful growth of Philately, and the firm hold 
that this fascinating science has secured in our midst. The first fifteen 
editions of this work were printed in sheet form, and were distributed 
gratuitously, while the sixteenth and later editions have been made 
into books of various degrees of elegance, and sold at the cost of pro- 
duction; and as the editions have consisted of from one to ten thousand 
copies, and sold at from 10 to 25 cts. each,the totaf circulation and 
cash value at a very moderate estimate, would amount to the sum of 
$3,900 representing twenty-six thousand copies of the catalogue sold in 
in about five years. 

Considering the amount of useful information that can be extracted 
from a file of these catalogues, it is somewhat surprising that so few 
collectors save their copies ; and as the publishers never issue a new edi- 
tion until the last copy of the old is sold, it would be quite impossible 
to obtain a set now, except at a high figure. 

The great feature of the present edition, consists in the excellent list of 
U. 8. locals, whicn has been added to the catalogue. This ocoupies three 
entire pages, and briefly describes all authentic Express Stamps as far 
as known, illustrations being given of some of the scarcer ones. 

The few errors pointed out in the last edition have been duly correct- 
ed, and about the usual number of alterations in the prices have been 
made. The tendency appears to be for the common stamps to get com- 
moner, and the rare stamps rarer. In fact, the enormous prices now re- 
alized for the rarer stamps confirm us in the belief that this generation 
will see stamps sold at auction for a thousand dollars each. 

With theexception of the cover, which appears too much crowded with 
illustrations for our taste, we must pronounce this the handsomest and 
best catalogue ever published, and should strongly advise every collect- 
or to obtain a copy before the edition is exhausted, which we do not 
anticipate it will take long to accomplish. 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 


Perv. In describing the new stamps mace by the National Bank 
Note Co. for this country, the types made us say (p. 90) “ PLericir” 
instead of Dericrr, the true reading. The oblong or unpaid stamps 
are regularly in use, and need no further comment from us, our des- 
criptions last month answering every purpose. 

The accompanying engraving represents the first of 
tbe postal series from the atelier of the same company. 
We say series, but only on very vague information. 
The old values, those prepared by the American Bank 
Note Company have suddenly come into use again. 
We can therefore make no positive statement at this 
point. 

We are enabled to give some details concerning the Envelope stamps 
for this country, also } prepared by the National Bank Note Co, which 
is rapidly distancing ail competitors in the beauty, delicacy and origin- 
ality of their designs. 

The Envelopes consist of five values, the same design servi 
each, with the exception of the figures and words denoting value. 

The centrdl device consists of the coat-of-arms similar to 
on the 2 c. postal ; it is embossed in white on colored ground, withi 
pearled cross-like frame which is broken at the side-ends by panels 
taining figures of value; these panels are connected at the + 
double curved lines, and below by curved label, containing vy 
letters, while in the upper and lower parts of the frame are re pe 
ly the inscriptions corrEOs—cENTAVOs in fine Roman capit: 
naments in the upper angles of this frame ; tassels depending fron 
lower. The whole design is on a rectangular ground work. ‘lhe y: 
are 2c., 5e, 10 c., 20 c. and 50 ce. 

Germany.—According to L’ Ami des Timbres, the series of German 
stamps has been completed by the appearance of two new values, 2 kr., 
and 18 kr. We refer to the series of embossed stamps with streamer 
under crown and large shield. 

2 kr., orange. 18 kr., bistre 

France.—From the same source we also learn that the 15 ¢. bistre 
has enlarged the figures indicating the value, similarly with the 30 c¢. 
and 80 ¢. 

MonrenrGro.—On page 159, Vol. vii., of this magazine we gave a 
slight description of the stamps intended for this country , with the value 
expressed i in novich in page 192, in a short sketch of the place itself, we 
joined issue with oure ontemporariesi in respect of the value on the a ops, 
which the European Journals agreed in calling Soldi. To-day the set 
is before us, and true enough the value is expressed in novich, al- 
though our transatlantic brethren still call it soldi. As Turkish paras, 
as well as Austrian money, are in use in Montenegro, the name on the 
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stamps might stand for paras as well as for soldi. The colors and val- 
ues are here given. 

2 novtch, yellow. 7 novtch, lilac. 
> ie: green eee blue. 
5 i% rose. ma brown. 
25 Novtch, violet 

Dominica —The Philatelist describes a series of these stamps for this 
place They are ranked among the most effective productions of De La 
Rue. The designs which follow the St. Christopher type very closely, 
consists of the Queen’s head (as found on the new Colonials) withia cir- 
cular frame, with name above and postaGE below in white letters. the 
two words being separated at the middle of each side by a neat orna- 
ment. The value is in color on a white slab :— 

One penny, violet. Sixpence, green. One shilling, crimson-pink. 

HettcoL.anp.— In consequence of the adoption of the new German 
coinage in this island,” says the Stamp Collectors’ Magazine, ‘‘ the 
emission of a fresh series of stamps has been decided on, and will take 
place on New Year’s Day. The post-office has, it appears, been de- 
frauded by the employment of forged stamps manufactured at Berlin, 
and the island authorities are having search made for the forgers 
Young collectors are defrauded by forgeries manufactured at Hamburg, 
‘and we should be glad if the island authorities would take note of the 
fact, and call on Messrs. Spiro Brothers on their way to Berlin.” 

Portucat.—-Le Timbre Porte asserts that a newspaper stamp, value 
2 reis, is about to appear. 

Unirep States.—The cards at present in use were the cause of con- 
‘siderable complaint on the part of the public, chiefly because of the fan- 
cied unfitness of the paper for written communications. In view of this 
fact, and from other and more important causes, there is soon to be a 
total change in our postal cards. The new card will be lighter in color, 
the border narrower and neater in appearance, the impression being 
probably in black ink. In view of the postal exchanges between this 
country and Canada, Newfoundland, Germany, and Switzerland, double 
cards may be issued, but there is nothing definite as yet concerning 
them. 

Our Revenue Chronicle. 

Unitep Strates-Scnertzs CorpiaL.— We have just seen specimens of 
a new U. §. prop-ietary stamp of the following design :—Head in oval 
in centre placed sideways. Monogram in small upright ovals at side of 
‘head SCHEETZS’ CELEBRATED LETTER CORDIAL at left, FOUR CENTS 
UNITED STATES INTERNAL REVENUE at right, numerals of value in 
small upright ovals at each end; ornamented frame; size 3} inches by 
3 inch. 

4 cents, black. 
Costa Rica employs a very beautiful fiscal stamp, judging from the 
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solitary specimen before us. A similar design to that on the postal ‘is 
taken as the central portien of the fiscal, and around it are draped 
flags, beneath which is a pait of laurel branches, and the value VEINTI- 
eInco CENT’. Above the design is the inscription 

SECRETARIA DE HACIENDA 

DE LA 
REPUBLICA DE COSTA-RICA 
AMERICA CENTRAL, 
arranged in curved lines, the last inscription being in a band. In each 
of the upper corners is a very pretty lathe-work circle, enclosing figure 
of value ; between them are several minor ornaments and the inscrip- 
tion, REPUBLICA COSTA-RICA ; at the bottom of the stamp is found 
TIMBRE PROPORCIONAL. But one value is as yet known : 
25 cent., yellow green. 
QUEENSLAND has renewed its fiscals. It employs the following 

values : 


1 penny, violet. 2s. 6d., -vermilion. 
6 pence, red brown 5 shilling, bistre. 
1 shilling, green. 10 ‘* brown. 
2 eee 20 “<  -rose, 
Srain. The issue of the fiscal stamps for 1874 contains an allegor- 
ical figure of Spain, constructed after the type of some grand Roman 
matron, with flowing robes and graceful tunic, touching with its left 


hand a shield bearing the arms of the country, upholding with its 
right a laurel branch. Behind, and lying at her feet, is a much-whis- 
kered and apparently spectacled lion. Surrounding the design is a 
frame, differing for each value. The stamps are of large size, and are 
of the following value : 
50 cent de p., black. 8 pesetas, violet. 

peseta blue. ga rose. 

= mauve. 25 bistre. 

ve green. 37 lilac, 

” rose. 50 blue. 

“4 brown. 


50 


A History of Postage Stamps. 
ALPHABETICALLY CONSIDERED. 


BEING A RESUME OF THE DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL KNOWN STAMPS AND 
THEIR VARIETIES. 


For the Beginner and the Amateur. 
BY OMEGA. 
AUSTRIA. 
Austria is a pretty big place. It occupies not only a large portion of 
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the space devoted in geographies to the map of Europe, but also a very 
considerable portion of public attention at this present time. It is 
better known to stamp collectors now than it was 25 years ago. Apropos 
of this philatelic knowledge, we must relate an amusing incident which 
took place when we were a school-boy. Geography, as taught then, 
was simply a collection of unconnected times and places, which one 
was expected to arrange in one’s memory as one thought best. And 
dry and monotonous as were the recitations on this subject, there were 
a few minutes which every boy counted as his, which were devoted to 
finding out hard names on the map. For a certain day the map of Eu- 
rope was the lesson; previous to the recitations, these minutes were 
seized hold of, and we commenced giving out names. One little place, 
in the smallest possible type, in the remotest corner of the page, was 

iven out. Diligent search was made for it, but it had to be given up. 

hen we were told to look for Austria, which we did, very carefully 
avoiding the centre of the page, and looking around among the islands 
of the Archipelago, and away off towards the North Pole. We did 
not find it, until it was shown to us in big capital letters, each one as 
large as any of the republics of [taly. Such a blunder could not happen 
now, for Austria is too well known by her stamps ever to be stepped 
over on the map, and too well known to receive any description at our 
hands. We are almost fain to pass it over altogether, but take hoye in 
the fact that some new collector will find information here. 

ADHESIVE STAMPS. 
On the Ist of June, 1850, the 
FIRST SERIES 
of Austrian Stamps was issued, and consisted of the five values, 
1 kreuzer, yellow, 3 kreuzer, red, 
a. * black, 2 brown, 
9 kreuzer, blue. 

The design, engraved in taille dowce, was the arms of Austria (double 
headed Eagle) in shield, with value below, and K, K. POST STEMPEL 
above. The paper was of a yellowish tinge, very thick, rendered stiffer 
by a very thick coating of glue; or dextrine in the opinion of some. 
‘Parisian Collector” testifies to specimens of an earlier date, with the 
gum of a darker color and more brittle, the colors of the specimens 
themselves being much brighter and clearer. Diligent examination 
and comparison have determined that two qualities of paper exist for 
this first series ; hand-made paper, and wove, the latter coming into 
use in 1856. 

Considerable differences exist also in the colors of the stamps, which 
will be noticed hereafter. 

It has been said that these stamps were printed in sheets of sixty, 
(owing perhaps to the fact that the florin equalled sixty kreuzers) 
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disposed in rows of eight, thus making only seven-and-a-half rows, the 
remaining four blanks being filled up with simple figures of St. An- 
drew’s cross, in the same color as the impression, on white ground. 

On the first of November, 1858, the 


SECOND SERIES 
was issued, consisting of the same values and colors, but with the de- 
sign changed to a representation of the bust of the Em- 

ror, reminding one very much of the block-head used 

barbers when dressing wigs! An ornamental de- 
sign, different for each value, surrounded the bust, and 
the whole was embossed in white on color. Some very 
interesting things may be found by studying the designs 
of these stamps, notably that of the 10 kreuzer, on 
which the young student of heraldry may find food for an evening’s 
enjoyment in the study of the seven amorial bearings in the design. 

One reason given for the change of stamps, and which explains the 
filling up of half a row on each sheet with St. Andrew’s crosses is the 
change of currency, the florin being divided into 100 kreuzers instead 
of 60, as heretofore. 

In 1859, the 3kr. changed its color to green, and in the following 
year the 2kr. cam> out in orange-yellow. 

The stamps are printed on wove paper, thickly covered with gum, 
and perforated 15. And here let me call particular attention to the 
matter of perforation, the most important, most reliable guid, in the 
case of the Austrian stamps at least, to detect the reprints of the per- 
forated stamps from the originals To ascertain the number of per- 
forations on a stamp, a scale has been determined upon, measuring two 
centimetres (about 4-5 of an inch), which is laid on the stamp, and 
the number of holes between the limits of the scale counted. Further 
on we shall speak of reprints. 

The only varieties in this issue are those of color. The St. Andrew's 
cross figures on the sheets of this series, but instead of being in color on 
white ground, is embossed in white on colored ground In the early 
days of collecting, those nondescripts were eagerly sought after, and the 
possessor was looked upon asa happy individual. These hallucinations, 
however, have been gradually dispelled, and one would no more think 
of collecting these fillings up, than one would dream of collecting the 
different inks used in printing the stamps. 

THIRD SERIES. 

On the lst of January, 1861, the head to right series, as it is gen- 
erally called, was issued, of values and colors similar to the preceding 
issue. The design consists of the bust of the Emperor to right, within 
oval frame of lathe work, KREUZER above, figure of value below in 
oval. The stamps were printed on white wove paper, and perforated 
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14; ‘There are no varieties save those of color, which, as well as the 
reprints, will be noticed further on. 


FOURTH SERIES. 


On the Ist July, 1863, the bust of the Emperor made way for the 
arms of the Empire, and a new series was emitted, still of correspond- 
ing values and colors, the design, except the replacement of the bust 
by the double-headed eagle, being similar. One singular fact may be 
noted in this series, namely, the appearance of two distinct issues, in- 
dicated by the difference in perforation. The first, perforated 14, was 
in use for little more than a year, when it was superseded by a second, 

orated 9. Like the preceding series the only varieties are those of 
color ; but unlike the preceding, this emission, either of the stamps or 
envelopes, has not been reprinted. 
FIFTH SERIES, 


This was issued on the Ist June, 1867, coincident with the corona- 
tion of the Emperor as King of Hungary, and is a marked improve- 
ment on its predecessors, not only in respect of the stamps themselves, 
but also in the addition of two higher values, now employed in the ad- 
hesives for the first time, namely, the 25kr. and 50kr. The design con- 
sists of the head of the Emperor—Francis Joseph. How singular we 
did not mention his name before !—to right in solid circle, within rec- 
tangular-lined frame, the spaces in the corners being filled up with 
curved ornaments ; value below. The 50kr. being much larger, gives 

eater room for ornamentation between the circle containing the head 

th smaller than in the other values), and the lined frame. Accord- 
ingly we have foliated ornaments, a crown, a label with value, and value 
in two upper corners. The series is perforated 9:, and is printed on 
ordinary wove paper. 

Varieties of impressions of the 5kr., 10kr., and 15kr., with checkered 
ground, instead of the plain coloring, are found, and are supposed by 
some to result from bad printing, or the wearing of the plate, and by 
others from an intended alteration in the die. We incline to the latter 
view, but reserve the reasons for our opinions until some other time, 
contenting ourselves for the present with calling attention to them as 
legitimate varieties. (To be continued.) 


The United States Locals and their History. 
BY ¢. H.C, 
(Continued from page 96.) 
Boyp’s Crry Express Pos. 


This post was established about July 1, 1844, by John T. Boyd, and 
as it is still in existence (though under a different management) it can 
claim the honor of being the oldest institution of the kind in the 
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country. At present its chief business consists in delivering circulars, 
but in former days it had boxes located in every part of the city to re- 
ceive letters for delivery by its carriers, or transportation to the Gen- 
eral Post-Office. 

The stamps issued by Boyd’s Post are numerous, and have been the 
subject of no little discussion. 

Two Cents Sramps. 

Tyre 1—I am unable to give a reproduction, as but one copy is 
known, and that is in the possession of an English amateur. The 
general design, however, is similar with that of the other types, with 
the exception that all the proportions are larger, the entire stamp being 
of about the same size as the Pomeroy’s illustrated on page 61. 

Black impression on green glazed paper. 

Tyres 11. AND m1. are both printed in black 

on green glazed paper. The former seems to 
have been current from October, 1844, to Jan- 
uary, 1845; and the latter from February to 
April or May, 1845. 

Tyrer tv.—In use from some time in 1845 till 1545 or 
early in 1849. Specimens are frequently found showing 
more or less deterioration im the design. 

Black on green glazed paper. 

Gold “ white “* ‘(for visiting cards, Xe. 

Types v. AND vi., of which the latter is herewith re- 
produced, are identical with the exception that the first 
named has a period after the word “ cents,”’ which i: 
lacking in the other. They appear to have been used 
simultaneously from 1849 to 1853. 

Type v.—Gold on white glazed paper. 
** Black on green paper. ) 
we: Se ¢€ é 


Tyre vir.—Date 1854—5. 








more or less ola: ( dl. 


Black on green, sometimes glazed, but generally 
The impression is frequently very imperfect. 

Tyre vitr.—Black on dark olive green. (Date 1856. 
ate Red varying ) 
to Orange Jf 
Black on vermilion glazed “about 1865 


on white <- PRR} 


Tyre 1x.—Black on green glazed paper. 
(Date 1857-60.) 

Tyre x.—Black on vermilion glazed paper ; 
Gold on green glazed paper; Gold on blue 
glazed paper; Gold on crimson glazed paper 
Date 1860-65. 
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One Cent Stamps. 

Tyre x1.—Same as 1x. with value very badly altered, so that por- 
tions of the figure 2 and letter S of “crnts” are generally visible. 
(Date 1857-60.) 

Black on green glazed paper. 
ee “ “ “< “ (Rouletted.) 

Tyre xn.—Same as x., with value also imperfectly changed. A few 
copies are known reading plainly “1 cenrs,” no attempt having been 
made to erase the 8. 

ender glazed paper, varying to lilac. (Date 1860-70.) 
Typr x111.—(Date about 1870-74.) 
Black on lilac glazed paper. 
“< * blue “ “ 


ENVELOPES. 
These are found on every conceivable quality and color 
of paper, and on several sizes of envelopes. 
Tyee xrv.—Light and dark blue on white paper. 
“s “ “<< «<< “ buff “ce < 
Pale red to bright claret on white /f 
paper. 
Pale red to bright claret on buff paper. 
Pale red to bright claret on yellow 
paper. 


Tyre xv.—The early impressions of this type had all the tines very 
5 sharply defined. By continual use, however, the die 
appears to have become very much worn, so that con- 
siderable retouching became ‘necessary, in the course 
of which all the lines were materially widened. 
a—First stage. Red on white, buff, yellow and 
blue papers. 
b—wNSecond stage. (lllustrated.) 
Red he white paper. 
Lake “ yellow “ 
Chocolate red ) “ buff o 
Black and red (compounded impression) on buff paper. 
The later printings from the “ second stage’’ show a further deteri- . 
oritiou in the design. 
Tver xvi.—Same as xv. b, but with address erased. 
Red on buff paper. 
Postan Caxps. 
Tyrer xvir.—Same as xvi. in right upper corner of large white card, 
for “* The Importers’ and Traders’ National Bank.” Black impression. 
Swarts’ CaatHam Square Post Orrice. 
The Chatham Square Post Office was one of the largest of our local 
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posts. It was established in or about the year 1845, at the junction 
of East Broadway and Chatham Square, by Aaron (?) Swarts. It after- 
wards passed into the hands of Mr. Lockwood, by whom it was contin- 
ued until 1863, and perhaps rather later. 
Tyre 1.—This I presume to have been the oldest of 
Mr. Swarts’ productions The portrait is that of Gen- 
eral Zachary Taylor, better known as “ Old Rough and 
Ready.” The engraving is on metal and impressed on 
blue glazed paper. 
black on light and dark green glazed paper. 
lake 
rose on white paper. 
dirty red_ 

Tyre u.—Here we have, as the showman says, Gen- 
eral George Washington, and although the execution, 
which is on metal, leaves much to be desired, we cer- 
tainly must appreciate Mr. Swarts patriotic intentions. 

a\ : Of this type two distinct varieties exist, which pre- 

worsratccu sent several minute points of difference—In a the eyes 
are small and looking straight ahead. The forehead has but little 
shading, and the mouth has a peculiar sunken appearance, as though 
the General had lost his teeth. 

In 6b the eyes are larger and turned to the left. The mouth is small 
but firm. The entire face is covered with dots and under the chin is a 
black mark. 

a is printed in black on white paper. 
rose - ss = 
red ‘ ““ é 
<< “ slightly bluish paper. 
b in black, on white and rose, on white paper. 
Tyre u1.—Has full justice done to it by the engrav-  — 
ing, so that I need only add that it is impressed in blue 
on white paper. 
All of Swarts’ stamps have been reprinted, and al- 
though some of the original colors (blue and green of 
Type I) have been omitted, the deficiency has been mady up by num- 
erous fancy hues of Type LI. 
Hanrorp’s Pony Express. 

Exactly when this post was started I cannot say, but it was evident- 
ly at an early date, as I have one of its stamps on a letter dated No- 
vember 11, 1845, I believe it existed until about 1850, or 1851. 

Apparently on wood engraving. Black impression, 
on yellow glazed paper. 

Mr. Hanford also had a hand-stamp which, although 
somewhat larger, corresponded in general design with his 
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adhesive ; the words “City Express Post” being, however, substituted 
for “Pony Express.” This is generally found impressed in orange, 
black, brown or blue on letters not bearing the adhesive, but I do not 
think it had any postal value. 
Cumminas Crry Post, 

was conducted during the year 1846-7, by Arthur H. Cummings, prin- 
cipally for the distribution of letters throughout the lower portion of 
the city, his office being at No. 19 Nassau Street. 

This stamp was very roughly engraved on wood, 
and the accompanying illlustration is a greatly flat- 
tered likeness. It was printed in four colors, viz :— 

black on white paper. 
+s e green “ce 
‘_ _—— = 
ee “ pink “ee 

Cummings used a very “fancy ”’ hand stamp, concerning which Mr. 
Scott wrote in vol. m1., page 60 of the Journal. 

_ “There is one remarkable thing connected with local stamps, that 
“‘ may as well be mentioned here as elsewhere. We refer to the fact 
“that they are nearly all canceled with initials instead of a regular 
“ post-mark, and yet all the proprietors of the local offices seem to 
“‘ have been well provided with canceling stamps ; for instance, the let- 
‘ter before us has Cummings’ stamp on the upper left-hand corner of 
“fold, cancelled with the initials A. H. C.; under this is stamped Par» 
“A. H. C. in red ink, and in the centre is stamped a device represent- 
“‘ing a steam engine on legs, galloping with Cummines above and Ex- 
“press below, with 2 and crs. in small squares to the right and left.” 
Wanton & Co. 

This was a Brooklyn company and existed in 1846. As I have not 
wt present a copy of the stamp before me, I must content myself with 
Mr, Scott’s description, viz:—Wattron & Co’s Crry Express Posr, 2 
Crs. in oval, composed of fancy band, the whole enclosed in a rec- 
tangle formed of a heavy line The spandrills are filled with a ground- 
work of horizontal lines. Black impression on pink paper. 

Kipprr’s Crry Express Posv. 

This was also a Brooklyn enterprise, and, I be- 
lieve contemporaneous with Walton. It seems to be 
a wood-cut; and is printed in black on blue, and 
on geen glazed paper. Reprints exist in the latter 
color. 

Durevy & ScHenck. 

Started about 1846 by Mr. Henry Dupuy, and discon- oot the, 
tinued about 1848. 

The stamp herewith reproduced was neatly engraved |. 
on metal and struck off in black on smoke colored paper. | PZNNFPOsT. 
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Joun Bovron. 
The exact date of the establishment of Mr. Bouton’s post is uncer- 
tain, but I find in the New York directory of 1847 the following ad- 
vertisement. 


Franklin and Manhattan City Express Post, for letters and small hand packages. John 
** Bouton, 175 Bowery.” 
Tyres 1, AND u.——The accompany- 
ing illustrations are those of the two 
earliest stamps issued by Mr. Bouton, (§ 
and neither could have been current 
for any lengthy period, as both are of 
extreme rarity. The ‘‘ Franxxin Crry”’ is impressed in black on green 
glazed paper, and the ‘‘ Mannarran Express” in black on flesh colored 
paper. The engraving of the “ Franklin City” can only be regarded 
as approximate, it having been copied from a rough pencil sketch 
made by me from an original copy several years ago. 
The die of the latter is still in existence, but in such a “ battered ”” 
state as to render reprinting well nigh impossible. 


Tyrer m1. (dots in corners) is found in 
black on white ; and Type rv. in black on 
white paper. 

Both the foregoing are from copper 
plates, and have been reprinted. 


a . 
Broapway Postr-Orrice. pe BLS TAT CH 
Probably started in 1849 at 422} Broadway by James C. Harriot, 
who was succeeded by J. C. Dunham (about 1854), B. Lockwood (about 
1855), and, [ believe, Charles Miller (1860). The stamp seems to have 
been engraved on wood, and was printed in black on 
white paper, and gold on black glazed paper. 
It is said that by “special contract with 
‘Boyd’s City Post, that express delivered the city 
s ‘letters of the Broadway post-oftice, the latter only 
* employing one messenger whose sole duty it was to go to the Ge meral 
“ P. O. and Boyd’s office.” 


{ To be contin ned. ) 


Our Philatelic Contemporaries. 

L’ Ami des Timbres, for May and June, is not deserving of special no- 
tice, as it contents itself with giving descriptions merely of the newly 
issued postals and fiscals. If it does not wish to be classed in the cat- 
egory of dealers’ catalogues, it will make haste to furnish other than 
short descriptions, albeit these are very generally correct and well il- 
lustrated. For want of a better subject we suggest that it take up 
the Russian locals, and throw a little light upon them. 





112 Tae American Jovenat or Paumarenry. July 20, 1874. 





Le Timbre-Poste for May levels all objections against the Don Carlos 
stamps (against which the Gazette des Timbres long held out) by pub- 
lishing an order from L’ Echo du Parlement Belge in which “the postage 
on correspondence is made obligatory by means of postage stamps with 
the effigy of the King.” As we do not doubt the authenticity of the 
Don Carlos stamps, and as the quarrel has been between the French 
Magazines, it is no interest to our readers to pursue the subject far- 
ther. This number contains a continuation of Dr. Magnus’ article on 
envelope stamps, and treats of the envelopes of Transvaal, Mauri- 
tius, and of a forthcoming (!) issue of Envelopes for Egypt. Dr. 
Magnus describes these, despite his repugnance to acknowledge them 
in the absence of official information. The design represents the head 
of a sphynx backed by a pyramid, similar to the design on the stamps 
of 1867. The framework is charged with arabesques. In the June 
number there is further evidence of the controversy going on between 
Moens and Mahé in an article on the Sobre Porte stamps of New Gren- 
ada; although further on in this number we find that Dr. Magnus at- 
tempts to reconcile the two beligerent publishers. Newspaper quarrels 
are very pleasant reading, particularly if one side allows its angry pas- 
sions to rise, gets very red in the face, and sputters about promiscu- 
ously. An article which we intend to reproduce, on the 27 paras of 
Moldavia, one of the rarest of known stamps, shows that certain pre- 
tended reprints are veritable—forgeries. Our faith in the stamps of 
Corrientes is considerably weakened by the statemeuts in this number 
that the yellow Corrientes are very questionable. This number con- 
cludes with a letter from Dr. Magnus, the distinguished French ama- 
teur, who, as has been just stated, acts as mediator between two fac- 
tious publishers. What the origin of the quarrel was we do not now 
recall, but the tendency of each has been, by a series of criminations 
and recriminations, to injure the business and authority of the other. 
While deploring that a quarrel should take place between any two on 
philatelic matters, and particularly between such well known dealers 
as are M. Moens and M. Mahé, we must at the same time be thank- 
ful for the important. matters which each has thrown up against the 
other. By the quarrel doubts, to draw it very mildly, are thrown on 
certain stamps of St. Lucia, the Sobre Porte of New Grenada, Corri- 
entes, and others We presume that Dr. Magnus has adjusted this 
little unpleasantness; but we had hoped that before its satisfactory 
conclusion, one or the other of these beligerent publishers had asked 
for some incontestable proof regarding the Russian locals. At least, 
both ought to refuse to sell them, until that point is settled. Collec- 
tors, too, have rights, 

Le Timbre Fiscal has not been noticed by us It was started in 
January of this year, under the editorial supervision of Dr. Magnus, 
and is devoted exclusively to the consideration of Fiscal stamps. To 
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the collector of Fiscals, this magazine promises to become an indis- 
pensable necessity. In the May number there is commenced an article 
on “ Notes to serve as a history of fiscal stamps,” and the continua- 
tion of “The fiscal stamp of Italy,” both of which run through the 
June number of the same magazine. 

The Gazette des Timbres furnishes some very pleasant thoughts to M. 
Moens in its May and June number. As we have spoken of this sub- 
ject above, we pass to the June number of this paper, and the first 
thing that strikes us is the statement of an indefinite postponement of 
the article on the Russian stamps, because the publisher could not 
procure the Russian characters. ‘‘ We trust these obstacles will dis- 
appear,” he says, “‘ but we dare not hope.” Alas! then we are not to 
be enlightened just yet on these Russian stamps! Then we find a very 
valuable announcement to the effect that a new trap has been laid for 
the unwary Philatelist in the shape of obliterated Austrian (reprint) 
mercuries and (reprint) tax-stamps for Journals. We are then told 
how Mecklenburg-Schwerin envelopes became so rare. A certain 
apothecary and collector of stamps in a certain little town bought up 
the issue of 1856 (inscription in large letters) on its suppression by the 
Government. To exchange and sell them he thought fit to cut out the 
stamp. He hadan immense number. Those he did not dispose of he 
wrapped around his drugs! This paper, like its confrére, L’ Ami des 
Timbres, devoted a considerable portion of its space to the considera- 
tion of Fiscals, among which are found stamps in use at present in 
the duchies of Brunswick, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, 
and Schwartzbourg-Sonderhausen, the single represented value of the 
latter being particularly remarkable for its beauty of design. 

The Philatelist for May touches very slightly the contents of 
its contemporaries, and is in doubt whether we are satirical 
or otherwise in the description of “rare old match stamps.” Decided- 
ly otherwise, dear Coz. —— do not ask if we intend, “‘ Cozzen ’”’——, for 
these ‘match stamps,” though private proprietary stamps, could not 
be used without the consent of the government, and again, must be 
accounted for to the government. And furthermore if the Proprietor 
were not to account for his stamps, or were to counterfeit his own 
stamps, he would be prosecuted and convicted, as has actually hap- 
pened. He cannot even have a representation of his own stamps on 
any other article save that for which they were intended. Not long 
since the government destroyed over 10,000 almanacs of a patent-med- 
icine man, because the cover bore a representation of hisstamp. So 
there is no satire about it—as those two individuals learned to their 
cost; but these “match stamps” are veritable revenues, paying the 
tax represented, to the government, and not to the proprietor. Rev. 
R. B. Earee, in “‘ The Spud Papers,” treats of the forged stamps of the 
Cape of Good Hope and of France. The gentleman’s task, it seems to 
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us, is a hopeless one, as the manufacture and sale of these stamps is 
still carried on to a very great extent, and collectors are swindled just 
as much and just as often. The Messrs. Spiro, or whoever else they 
may be, must reap a good harvest from the sale of their wares, to the 
publishers of the Philatelist for illustration, if the circulation of this 
paper is at all large. This is certainly an encouragement. If instead 
of thus aiding them (the counterfeiters), if instead of publishing these 
forgeries for the benefit of young, inexperienced collectors—when 
young inexperienced collectors do not subscribe to those advanced pa- 
pers—the attention of the authorities were called to the matter, we 
think these swindlers would find it very convenient to absent them- 
selves from town for an indefinite period. The June number—we take 
up with fear and trembling—-opens with a sheet containing illustra- 
tions of a very large number of these Russian locals, about which we 
are so bothered. And then follows their descriptive catalogue, or rather 
their first instalment, which is in the nature of an introduction to the 
genuineness of these labels. And there is a labored attempt to prove 
this. First, the stamps ought to be considered genuine because they 
almost invariable represent some local trait or characteristic: “the re- 
presentation of a mountain recalls the local features of Valdai; bee- 
hives and their inmates are reminders of the rich honey of Tamboo ; 
a cornucopia designates the abundance of Charkov [qy: abundance of 
locals ?]:; It is stated that the neighborhood of Voltchansk abounds in 
wolves; that animal consequently (sic.) is represented on its stamps.” 
Second, they ought to be considered genuine, because, though seldom 
found postmarked, they do not differ in this respect from the Ionians, 
Third, they ought to be considered genuine because the Minister for 
Home affairs at St. Petersburg authorized their employment in locali- 
ties in which the local post may be needed But authorizing * the local 
post” to “employ special postage stamps,” and purchasing so-called 
Russian locals from dealers, are two entirely different things. As we 
shall have something further to say on this subject in our next paper, 
we must postpone this discusion. The “Spud Papers” treats of the 
Forgeries of Sandwich Islands and Western Australia, illustrated with 
specimens of the coarsest kind of counterfeit work which could de- 
ceive those only who had never seen genuine stamps. 
The July number opens with an illustration of one of the new Peru 
pe s, and with the announcement that it has “the pleasure of be- 
e first to introduce to philatelists a set of stamps that may take 
oak with the most elegant of impressions.” Considering that as long 
ago as March we announced new stamps for Peru, and gave a descrip- 
tion of these stamps in our June number, the announcement of the 
Philatelist is remarkably cool. ‘“ Philatelical Nomenclature ; or, the 
*Who’s Who’ of Philately ’’ is the fanciful and rather dubious title of 
‘a paper by John A, Fowler, and is intended to post collectors on the 
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portraits represented on postage stamps. To many the information is 
absolutely necessary; to all it is very interesting. ‘‘ The Spud Pa- 
pers”? rambles on to Argentine and Italy. There is a notice of the 
meeting of the Philatelic Society, at which the President ‘‘was the 
only possessor of genuine copies of the first issue Bergedorf.’”” There 
is a continuation of the Catalogue of Russian Locals, a slight summary 
on the Philatelic Press, with the usual scraps and notes. 

We must defer further notices until our next. 

Moens’ Postage Stamp and Telegraph Album. Tenth Edition : 
Brussels, 1874. 

Perhaps the best album of European make is that of M. Moens of 
Brussels, which has now reached its Tenth Edition As may be seen 
from our title, the Album reserves spaces for the different telegraph la- 
bels used at home and abroad. The propriety of this extension of the 
Album we cannot stop to question now. It appears correct to M. 
Moens and gives his customers an opportunity to busy themselves with 
other things which we must be permitted to believe are foreign to post- 
age stamps. Philately may embrace anything which the student fancies 
has the semblance of a stamp ; but at the same time it is a perversion 
of its object to class postage and telegraph stamps together. 

The book before us has several features—one an improvement on the 
older editions, others—well, they shall be noted. The hideous Ham- 
burg humbugs are excluded. Having no resting place, it is now to be 
hoped that they will quickly disappear from sight and memory. How 
any one—and particularly M. Moens—could have been led to fostering 
them, is more thancan be guessed at. Their very hideousness should 
have condemned them, if not their reproduction in all the tints of the 
rainbow—evidence that they were gotten up, like the famous razor 
strop, to sell. 

The so-called Russian locals have several pages and numerous illustra- 
tions to themselves. We fail to see, however, why a distinction has been 
made in their favor to the exclusion of the U. 8. locals. The extinction 
of the numerous family of Hamburgs was right and proper, but an album 
which gives spaces to the locals of other countries, and fails to recog- 
nize those of the United States, is certainly a misnomer. If any stamps 
performed postal duty, the express stamps of our country did. The 
fact of their number is no plea to justify thei: displacement from this 
Tenth Edition, for no matter how numerous, there was never an one 
gotten up which did not dv legitimate postal duty, and that, too, be- 
fore the collection of stamps was ever thought of. 

Another fault we must notice—the spaces reserved for postal card 
stamps. No argument can be adduced in favor of collecting merely the 
impressions on the posta! cards ; and the encouragement of such a plan 
is a piece of vandalism akin to that which, in former albums —notably 
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Lalliers’—suggested to thoughtless collectors the close trimming of their 
stamps in order to accommodate them to the spaces assigned. Why, 
the very virtue of postal cards is their entirety: destroy this, and what 
becomes of the double cards and the inscriptions P—Arranging the coun- 
tries geographically is not the most convenient manner, necessitating a 
continual recurrence to the index. 

The Album is considerably augmented, and contains spaces for al- 
most every variety of postage stamp with the exceptions noted above 
and the different types of the early U. 8. envelopes. The text is in 
French and English, : nd is plentifully illustrated. It is found in sev- 
eral styles of binding, to suit the tastes or purses of the purchasers. As 
appears above it has it faults—some very serious. It has likewise its 
merits, not the least of which is the employment for a better purpose, 
of the pages hitherto given up to the Hamburg locals. 

Kpankla.—A second and revised edition of this work has been pub- 
lished, a statement we make in consideration of the valuable services 
rendered to Philately by its distinguished author, Don M. de Figuewa 
We shall have occasion at another time to examine it thoroughly. 

Clippings. 

A Queer Letter Taier.—Special Agent Field, of the Post Office 
Department, visited at the Highlands (Boston) Tuesday afternoon the 
house of Philips, the letter-carrier in the Boston Post Office, now under 
arrest for robbing the mails, and found in the house and barn about 
ninety letters belonging to a variety of persons. None of them had been 
opened, and what the exact motive of the young man was does not ap- 
pear. It was but a short ime ago that a letter-carrier was arrested in 
Providence for robbing the mails, and it subsequently appeared that he 
had not opened any of the letters or appropriated them to his own use, 
but had saved himself the labor of going his rounds and distributing 
his letters by tripping directly to a wharf near the office and tossing the 
epistles into the water, and then devoting the time which he thus 
saved to a few hours’ vacation and recreation. Whether Philips has in- 
dulged in similar antics remains to be seen. 

Decayep Postmen.—We perceive that a society has been established 
for the relief of the widows and children of decayed postmen. We have 
heard of decayed teeth and decayed cheese, but a decayed postman is an 
article we have never yet encountered. The individual who brings us 
our letters is certainly running to seed, as far as his wardrobe is con- 
cerned, but he gives no symptoms of personal decay, at least at present. 
A postman in ruins, must, we should think, have a very picturesque 
appearance. Whether Jenkins comes under the denomination of a “ de- 
cayed postman,” is, however, a question. His offspring, if he has any, 
must be certainly objects of the deepest commiseration. If our mite 
can be of any use, the Secretary of the Society may apply for it at the 
Punch office.— Punch. “ 





August 20, 1874 Tue American Journat or Puitarecy. 117 








Newly Issued Stamps. 


Sparn anp Monrenecro.—As the authenticity of these stamps 
appears to be satisfactorily established, we ¢ 
give engravings of the types. Our readers Ss 
im will remember that the Don Carlos is re- 
p°rted to have been superseded by a new 
isue with the head turned to the right. B 
While on the subject of Spain, we must call 
Li] our readers’ attention to an error which 
crept into our June number, in giving the values and colors of the new 
set for the republican government. The color of the 50c. de p. was 
omitted—it is printed in dark yellow. 

Venezveta.—The stamps of this country seem to have undergone 
a change, or perhaps made way for a new series. Through the cour- 
tesy of Mr. R R. Bogert, we are enabled to note the current stamps of 
Venezula, and find that there are marked differences between them, and 
these which we are in the habit of seeing. The design on the latter 
is followed very carefully, and is evidently a lithographic impression, 
or perhaps a lithographic transfer, a very poor one, at that. Through 
the centre of each stamp are two lines, distant 4 inch, of the smallest 
possible type, surcharged, and running continuously across the sheet. 
The upper line is composed of the word conrrasENas, repeated across 
the sheet ; the lower line is composed of the words ESTAMPILLAS DE 
CORREO, also, many times repeated, in the same manner as the surcharge 
on the German envelopes. There does not seem to be any care 
exercised in surcharging these stamps, as they are sometimes placed 
apside down on the stamps, sometimes the inscription changing places, 
ESTAMPILLAS DE CORREO, being in the upper line. ConrrasrNa liter- 
ally means “countersign”; EsTaMPILLasS DE CORREO, postage stamp. 
Collectors of varieties may now have many opportunities of increasing 
their numbers. 

The set consists of five values, one of which is new; the colors have 
also changed, another circumstance in favor of their being regarded 
as a new series. 

1 centavo, lilac 4 (Medio) real, rose pink 
1 “ ‘green 1 “red 
2 reales, yellow. 

‘ JAPAN.—Some time back we received, among a quantity of the cur 
rent stamps of this country, a stamp of the value of 6 sen. The de- 
sign consists of a riband arranged ey L 6 SEN in the upper portion, 
repeated again in the lower part, the sides being taken up with Japan- 
ese characters ; within is the circular ornament common to the other 
values, Japanese characters to the sides, and above and below, a ground 
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work of semi-circles, like the slates on the roofs of old houses ; the 
whole within a rectangular frame, ornamented curves filling the spaces 
between it and oval band. The color is brown. 

Lacos.—A station established by England on the West Coast of! 
Africa, says Le Timbre Poste. It is the capital of the state of the 
same name, whose king placed himself in 1866 under the protection of 
England, to defend himself against King Dahomey, who was continu- 
ally meddling with his affairs, and selling his people to the negroes. 
An unwarrantable interference. And this little spot has just received 
a set of postage stamps, which look remarkably like the stamps of Do- 
minica, St. Christopher, and other stamps emanating fiom these invent- 
ors of originality, the Messieurs De la Rue of London. There are four 
values, impressed in color on white glace paper, watermarked co & 
CROWN, and perforated 13. 


1 penny, lilac 4 pence, carmine 
2 pence, blue 6 “ green. 

Danisu West [npigs.—A new stamp has been added to the set al- 
ready in use in tnese islands. The new comer is of the same type as 
- others, and of the value of 7 cents; color bright yellow with a lilae 

rame. 


A History of Postage Stamps. 
ALPHABETICALLY CONSIDERED. 


BEING A RESUME OF THE DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL KNOWN STAMPS AND 
THEIR VARIETIES, 


For the Beginner and the Amateur. 
BY OMEGA 
Austria (Continued), Austrian ITALY. 


In our last paper we gave a detailed description of the different series 
of stamps issued by Austria, intending to follow it up at once with a 
table of the normal sets and their varieties. We have been induced 
to alter our plan somewhat to accommodate the corresponding stamps 
for Austrian Italy. 

It will be found much simpler to classify these different stamps to- 
gether, rather than to give a separate enumeration. The stamps 
usually known as belonging to Austrian Italy, were simply the different 
series of the home-country, altered as to the expression of value, for use 
in Lombardy and Venice, and then in the foreign yorts established 
by the Austrian Government, euch as Constantinople and adjacent Me- 
diterranean ports. They are identical in design with those for Austria, 
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and therefore need no distinct description. We shall therefore take up 
both series, arranging the normal issues vide by side, and then noting 
the different varieties and peculiarities of either. 


FIRST SERIES. JUNE 1, 1850, 
Normal Issue. 


1 kreuzer, yellow. 5 centes, yellow. 
2 6 black. mw. © lack. 

3 és red. —_ = red. 

6 “ brown. 0 brown. 
9 blue. 45 blue. 


JouRNAL Sramps. 
January 1, 1851. 


Profile of Mercury to left; colored impression, square, (!kr.) bhue; 
(10kr.) yellow; (50kr.) rose. In 1856, the 50kr. was withdrawn, and 
the -stamps were (lkr.) yellow ; (10kr ) scarlet. 


Minor Varieties. 


1. [Very thin paper, hand made. } 

The full series of both denominations, with slight changes in the 
tints of some and very decided varieties in the color of the & kr. 
and 5 cen. may be found. 

2. [Thick paper. } 

e same remark will also apply here. 
3. [Thick paper, soft and unsurfaced. } 
Distinct sets are found ; also, the dkr. brown [error. | 


4. [Ribbed paper. ] 
3 kr. red. 5 centes, buff. 


6 “ brown. 10 * black. 
9 “ blue. Mm « red. 
9 brown 
- = blue. 
5. [Laid paper. ] 
15 cent, red. 
SECON) SERIES. NovempERr I, 1858. 
Normal Issue. 
2 kr. yellow. 2 sold}, yellow. 
3 “ black. 3 * black. 
5 red. 5 * red 
10 brown. 10 “ brown. 


15 “ blue. 15 “ blue. 
1859. 3 “ green. 3“ green. 
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JOURNAL STAMPS. 


(Head in rectangular solid frame.) 
1858. 1 kr. blue. 1860. 1 kr. lilac. 
Minor Varieties. 
Those are merely differences in thé tints of the stamps. The most 
notable being the 2 kr. and 2 sol. in orange. 
THIRD SERIES. JANUARY I, 1861. 
Normal Issue. 
2 kr. yellow. « 
3 “ green, 5 soldi, red. 
5 “ red. 10 “ brown. 
10 “ brown. 
15 “ blue. 
JOURNAL STAMPS. 


(Head in oval, within fancy lettered frame ) 
(1 kr.) lilac. 
Minor Varieties. 
These were entirely, varieties of color : 
j 2 kr. orange buff. 2 sol. orange buff. 
od “ grey. “« sea-green, 
sea-green. vermilion. 
vermilion. 
brick red 1¢ 
reddish brown, ! 
deep blue. 

FOURTH SERIES, suLy 1, 1863. 
yellow. 2 sol. yellow. 
green. 3 “ greem 
rose. ' 5 © goes. 
blue. : 10 * blue. 
brown. 15 * brown. 


< 
. 
~ 


3 
» 
» * brick red 
) “ red brown. 


» “* deep blue. 


- 
. 


JOURNAL STAMPS, 
(Embossed arms in Octagon.) 
1 kr, (lilac.) 
Minor Varieties. 

Apart from the changes in the tints of each value, two distinct sets, 
in reference to perforation, may be collected. On the Ist July, 1863, 
when this series was emitted, the stamps were perforated 14. In 1364, 
a change was made, when the stamps were perforated 94, very large, 
as distinct from the other very eal perforation. 





Paget 20,1874. Tae American Journat OF Purarevy. 


FIFTH SERIES. JUNE 1, 1867. 
Normal Issue. 
. yellow. 2 soldi, yellow, 
green. 3 green. 
rose. 5 rose. 
blue. 10 blue. 
brown. 15 “ brown. 
lilac. 25 lilac. 
salmon. 50 salmon. 
JOURNAL STAMPS. 
(Profile of Mercury to left in Greek frame.) 
1 (kr.) grey. 
Minor Varieties. 
As usual these were merely changes in the tints. The Journal stampe 
are to be found in dilac, and bright violet. 
We have yet to notice the different envelopes employed by the Ause- 
trian Government. ‘To them we will devote our next paper, and alse 
speak of the numerous reprints of both adhesives and envelopes. 


(To be continued.) 


The Editor’s Note Book. 
NOTE 2. 
Tue 20c. Sr. Lovrs. 


t 

In Mr. E. L. Pemberton’s letter to the 8. C. M., published in fhe 
July number, he asks the Editor how the spurious nature of this stamp 
is established, and is answered as follows : 

‘‘We establish the spurious nature of the 20c. St. Lonis, by ‘the 
following : 

1, It is not mentioned in the official documents: the 5c. and Me. 
are. 

2. The value 20c. paid no rate of postage in respect of the service 
for which the other values were almost necessarily created. 

3. In no ease of local stamps issued at this period, is there a value 
of 20c. issued. 

4. The specimens of 20c. we have seen are all evidently altered from 

a 5c. stamp, (the die being in an intermediate state), and the alteration 
is effected by scraping, or otherwise removing, the figure 5; and then 
with India ink, or some other deep black fluid, inserting the figures 


20. This thinning, or abrasion, of the paper is palpable Ob every spec}- 
‘yaen we have met with.” 
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These are the reasons for calling this stamp “spurious.” Let us 
see how well these reasons bear out to the conclusion. 

1. The “ official documents” are found in the advertisement (?) of 
The Missouri Republican of November 5, 1845, which reads as follows : 


Lerrer Stramps.—Mr.:Wymer, postmaster, has prepared a set of letter stamps, or 
rather marks, to put upon letters, indicating that the postage has been paid. In this he has 
copied after the plans adopted hy the postmasters in New York and other cities. These 
stamps aro engraved to represent the Missouri coat-of-arms, and are for five and ten cents. 
They are #0 prepared that they may be stuck upon a letter, like a wafer, and will prove a 
great convenience to merchants and all those having many letters to send, postpaid, as it 
* gaves all trouble of paying at the post office These will be sold at the same rate they are 
sold in the East, viz.: sixteen 50. stamps and eight 10c. stamps for a dollar. We would re- 
_ eommend merchants and others to give them a trial.” 


This, which is rather a piece of news gathered by one of the 
Reporters of the paper, as is evident fromthe timidity with which the 
noew.intelligence is stated,: than an official advertisement, proves the 
authenticity of 5c. and 10c. stamps for St. Louis, and no more Postage 
stamps were then a novelty, judging from the manner in which they 
are spoken of by this paper. They were an experiment also; not know- 
ing how they would succeed, only stamps for the ordinary rates, 5c. 
and 10¢, wore. prepared at first. There is no reason to suppose, there- 
fore, that if the experiment succeeded, others of different values would 
not be attempted. Again, it would not be surprising if no further 
mention of other stamps are not found in other dates of the Missourt 
Republican, as by the success of the first experiment, calling attention to 
other values would be considered unnecessary, and be treated as rather 
stale information, 

2. This reason is to the Jast degree _puerile, and indicates a total want 
of knowledge of the high rates of postage prevalent in this country be- 
fore its subsequent reduction in later years. At one point in the ad- 
ministration of the Post Office Department, letters to the Pacific 
Coast were charged 25c. We have letters dated 1843 and 1844, mailed 
at Petersburg, Va., and New Orleans, in which are charged 18c. and 25c. 
respectively, for single rates. What more natural to suppose, then, 
tha‘ the enterprising St. Louis postmaster should hate prepared other 
stamps; as apart from the convenience it would afford his customers of 
not having too many stamps to cover postage, it would also return him 
gre ter revenue, always the main point considered. 

‘8. It proves nothing, because 20c. was not elsewhere issued at the 
tim». Before the discovery of the St. Louis 20c. no one thought to 
object to the 10c. because it had no counterpart in New York, New 
Haven, Brattleboro, Springfield, or Alexandria. 

\\°&. ‘This is a positive misstatement, and we very much question if 
the editor of the 8.0 M. has ever seen a specimen. The only speci- 
_ hens ever seen ‘abroad are three: one, in the collection of Mr: Scott; 
the second, in that of Sir Daniel Cooper, and the third in that of Dr. 
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Petrie, which has passed out of his hands, presumably into the Ph. 
Collection. On these specimens there is no “abrasion” or “thin- 
‘ning” of the paper, and no inserting of the figures with “ India ink 
or some other deep black fluid.” These were the three specimens 
which came under Mr. Pemberton’s notice, and led him to observe 
that they were printed from the altered dies of the 5c.; “two of these, 
after being worked for a time, were altered to 20c.,” Mr. P.’s own 
. words, uttered in 1871. 

In conclusion, if the Editor of the S.C. M. “still remains incredulous, 
his only resource will be to reiterate the expression of his doubts in 
the 8. C. M., and no one will attempt to convince him against his will. 
For our part, after having carefully studied them from the time of 
their first appearance, we are quite satisfied of their genuineness, and 
we not do think philatelists on this side of the water will have their 
faith in them much shaken by the denunciations of the S. C. M.” 


The United States Locals and their History. 
BY C. H. ©. 
(Continued from page 111.) 
Union Square Post-Orricr. 

I find this post mentioned in the 1850 directory and its proprietor 
recorded as P. C. Godfrey. It subsequently passed into the control of 
J. E. Dunham, and was, I believe, continued until about 1866. 

There is also found a label with the inscription “Messenkopes Union 
Square Post-office” which I presume was indentical with the preced- 
ing; but as I have been unable to trace up Mr. Messenkope’s history, 
I cannot make any positive statement. 


Tyre t aNp 1.—(Apparently engrave d 
on wood.) Originals of both are scarce, 
and are printed in black on green and 
pink paper respectively. Re-impressions 
can easily be obtained. 


Tyee 11.—This is a most wretched lithograph, an 
the central design is quite undistinguishabl ce, althoug 
I am told that it is intended to represent a mermaid , 
Black impression on green glazed paper. 


iU.S.P.0. It is said that this very simple type set affair (of which 

PAID. a second variety is formed with “LP” substituted for 
-Li Cent S$! |, § and a third without any letters on the sides of 
“‘] Cenr”’, was one of the early issues of the Union Square Post 
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Office, but as I have seen it on a letter from Philadelphia, dated 1849, 
I am inclined to think the statement erroneous. 

The first and second varieties were printed in black on red paper, 
and the third in blue on white paper. 

It seems natural to infer that whoever issued th 
foregoing must be responsible also for the accom 
panying, which I have seen in 

Gold on black glazed paper. 

Blue “ white paper. 

Black “ blue “ 

' Gorpon’s Crry Express. 

Existed in 1850, and possibly rather earlier. From 
what I can learn I do not think it could have been in 
operation for over two years. 

Black on green glazed paper. 
Jerverson Market Post-Orricr, 
By G. Scumupr & Co. 
From “ Record” No. 41, I extract the following :— 


* The label with the above inscription, erroneously spelt ©. Scmidt & Co., was in use im 
the year 1850. Its proprietor was one Godfrey Schmidt, and the location of the Office No. 
6 Greenwich Avenue, (Jefferson Market), New York City.” 


This stamp is one of Mr. Scott’s resuscitations and is of more than 
ordinary rarity. Unfortunately I have not at present a copy before 
me, but if I remember rightly it is an indifferent specimen of the litho- 
ographer’s art, the central design being an eagle standing upon a rock ; 
and the shape a transverse oblong. Black on red and on blue paper. 


CornWELL’s Mapison Square Post-Orricr, 


According to Mr. Scott this label was issued in New 
York about 1850, at the locality named. It is a very 
rough wood block impression in red on bluish paper. For 
how long a time it was current I cannot say. 


Bentiey’s Dispatch Mapison Square. 


Concerning this post, which I preswme to have succeeded Cornwell, 
Mr. Atlee writes as follows on page 165 of the Stamp Collectors’ Maga- 
zine for 1872: 


“ The label usually sold as having been issued by this post is a narrow oblong, lettered 
Brgntiey’s Disratn, in small.Roman type, and Mapison Savare in Uld English, all with- 
in form of single thick lines. This imposition is rightly condemned by Mr. Overy Taylor. 
Mr. Allan Taylor informs me that, having occasion several times in 1858 to visit the Mad» 
ison Square letter office, he repeatedly saw the stamp then in use; but he has never seem 
one since.” 
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“ The stamp was printed in bronze on white, and was evidently a copy of the amall 
Boaante Panny Post, Parap’sa. The style of letters, size and appearance were all eimi- 


Unfortunately this statement is incorrect in many respects. The 
genuine label (of which I saw a copy several years ago) is not only von- 
siderably larger than Blood’s, but also has the “‘Maprson Square” in 
Old English, the entire appearance, however, being very different from 
that of the counterfeits referred to by Mr. Atlee. The color is bronze 
on white glazed paper. 

East River Post Orrice. . 


Started in 1850-51 by Jacob D. Clark and Henry Wilson, although 
the latter does not appear to have taken any active part in the enter- 
prise. In 1852 it was bought out by Mr. S. Adler by whom it was con- 
ducted until about twelve or fourteen years ago. 

At first the office was at 23 Avenue D,but in 1854 it appears to have 
been removed to No. 19, and in 1855 to No 18 in the same avenue. 


Tyre 1.—This was undoubtedly the first issued and 
must have had a very short existence, as beyond two 
“proof” specimens no copies have come to light. It was 
a fine wood engraving by Mr. Tudor Horton of this city, 
and was probably printed in black on brown paper.’ 


Tyre 11; is in general appearance similar to Type 11 reproduced be- 
low. All the proportions, however, are 
larger, and the design is more carefully 
finished. The inscription reads 23 Av. re 
p., the 3 having a flat head, similar to “gn 3d 
that on the circular type. Of this type 
but two specimens are known; one of which, and the other types and 
varieties described therein, are in the collection of the Eprror of this 
JouRNAL. 
Tyre mi anv rv have ample justice done them by the illustrations, 
Tyre 11 is found in three varieties showing errors of punctuation. 
Var. (a) 23.. Av. D. 
* (b) 23. Av. D. 
« (c) 23. Av D 
Tyres 11, 111 AND Iv are the work of Mr Julius Bien, a well known 
lithographer of this City, and were printed in black on green glazed 
paper. 
Turrp Avenve Post Orrice. 
_ l copy the following verbatim from the Stamp Collector’s Magazine, 


Vol. X. page 164, and do not in any way guarantee the statements, as 
I must plead entire ignorance as to their accuracy. 


“This post was established in 1855 or 1856, by one S. Rothenheim, a carrier for Boyd's 
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post. The stamps he made himself, with a hand stamp of either brass or metal. He after- 
wards gummed and trimmed them carefully, and put them up in pill boxes for sale, on the 
principle that they lost and destroyed better in that way, and more were sooner asked for 
* * * * * * * The stamp was similar in size and shape to the oval East River P. 
oO. label, the inscription being Ave. 3. P. O.8.R. Part. The impression was black on 


green 
(To be Continued.) 


Concerning the Russian Locals. 
ALSO, OTHER MATTERS. 
By tHe Epiror, 


It seems that our expressed doubts against the authenticity of the 
Russian Locals have put the Stamp Collectors’ Magazine, against whom 
our challenge was directed, on his metile. He is suddenly infused with 
all the courage of the British Lion, even takes on his skin; but in the 
effort to impress the world with the idea that he is the original animal, 
makes a loud noise, very much likea bray. But we are not frightened 
at all. Nor have we had any reasons given us why we should change 
our minds in respect of these Russian Locals. It matters little if a few 
—_ of these things have been found canceled, or whose legitimate pos- 
tal use is established. It matters very little also how many “decrees” 
have been promulgated sanctioning local stamps for out of the way 
places in Russia ; since, if our memory serves us correctly, the couater- 
feiters sometimes have taken advantage of a “decree” to foist their vile 
wares upon Philatelists, an! with temporary success. We do not deny 
either of tiese reasons, having been aware of them from the first ; but 
neither, in our opinion in which we are not alone, 1s sufficient to stamp 
as authentic the 133 or more varieties of these labels. 

We are all liable to err, and as possibly we might be mistaken in our 
views, we determined to have them confirmed or removed ; we took such 
a stand as does the prosecuting attorney in a court: we boldly de- 
nounced these aspirants for Philatelic place. But instead of meeting 
argument, received as near akin to vituperation as our opponent dared 
to give. Weare not surprised at this. It is merely bringing the prac. 
tice of the world at large into the little sphere of Philately : throwing 
mud instead of offering explanation. 

** Who are you who dare to question these stamps? You have no 
standing among Philatelists ; it is but a short year ago that (‘sic’) you 
came before the philatelic world” | These are the reasons that are given 
us ; and they go rattling through our ears, leaving no impress behind. 

The Editor of the S.C. M. has an advantage over us: he is not 
known ; we are. From the Saturday meetings at the post office, four- 
teen or fifteen years ago, to the present day, we have been identified 
with philately. And if our nameless Editor had taken the trouble to 
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years, he would find, in the columns of the very Ma- 
gazine in which he hopes to wreak such dire vengeance upon us, our 

introduction before the English philatelic public by one of the 8.0. M's 

_ Once strongest writers ; an introduction given in such terms as to leave 
no room for doubt that in certain things our opinions were entitled to 
respect, at least.* And if this nameless Editor should happen to look 
upon the last page of any number of the current year’s S C. M. he will 
find ourselves in the honored compauy of other contributors to his 
paper. 

ut enough of this. Blowing our own horn is an occupation we are 
not used to indulge in. Neither are we anxious “ to sit as supreme 
arbiter.” Nor do we care to do more than exercise the right belonging 
to the humblest amongst us—to express our opinion This opinion we 
have expressed, not personally, but editorially, and therefore the 
embodiment of the opinions expressed oft and again by the readers of 
this JouRNAL. 
Now, who is this 8. C. M., and why should its mere assertion be taken 
as proof? Js it entitled to testify? With our readers, permission we 

. shall review some of the doings of this paper; and then ask them to de- 
cide whether the 8.C.M.,its Editor, and better still its publishers, Alfred 

Smith & Co., have earned the right to pass judgement upon us. And 

we shall present such a course of blundering, or swindling if you will, 

as may deter any one from touching Russian locals. We invite our 
reader’s attention to the following extracts from the Stamp Collectors’ 

Magazine : 

1. On page 25, Vol. IV, is found a description of stamps for Paraguay, 
for which “‘Essay-excluding collectors must soon find a place in their 
albums.” The design is an upright oval bearing in its central por- 
tion a lion and liberty pole, within laurel wreath ; on a colored 
rectangular ground, surrounded by labels bearing inscriptions and 
value. These are the stamps which were described in the IX. Vol. 
as being submitted to the provisional government which could not 
accept them, “ because it had already contracted for new stamps.” 
It will be seen that they cannot be called even “ Essays.” 

.2. On page 184, Vol. LV., the 1866-1867 fiscal stamps of Peru are des- 

cribed as postals ! This, by a high-toned Journal. 

3. On page 40, Vol. V., is the St. Domingo fraud shiell, bearing 
flags, etc., within broad upright oval band, inscrib.d Correos’ — 
DOS REALES, surrounded by thin rectangular frame ; numerals of 
value in solid triangles in corners. This humbug received the en- 
dorsement, of the 8S. C. M, because, forsooth, its emission was an- 
nounced “by circular”! The specimen was kindly forwarded by 
Mr. Chute of Boston, ‘* who obtained his stamp from a relative re- 


— —_—— ——_ —__—_ 


* See S.C. M, Vol. IX., p. 161, 
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siding in St. Domingo.” Mr. Chute has not been forgotton by his 
dearest friend. 

4. On page 71, same volume, the stamps of Moresnet r ceive support. 
These, it will be remembered, were issued by Moens of Brussels, 
whom ‘‘ Quelqu’um” thinks above anything of this kind. 

5. On page 88 of the same volume, is a picture of the famous “‘ Gua- 
temala” stamp—harbor scene; ship, boat, peo; le, rocks, ete., 
within circle ; curved bands above and below, inscr:bei GuaTEma- 
LA, CORREOS CINCO CENT. This was stated to be “ the work of one 
of the Bank Note Companies of New York”! But it emanated 
from the Boston swindlers. 

6. On page 99, of this same interesting volume, there is a labored at- 
tempt to prove the genuineness of the stamp just discribed. We 
quote: ‘‘ The evidence in its favor rests almost entirely in the pre- 
sumption that it is the work of the Am:rican Bank Note Com- 
pany—a company not likely to go to the trouble of preparing a de- 
sign without orders, and as a mere speculation. And, indeed, it 
seems at first sight probable that in preference to sending to Puris 
for their stamps the government of Guatemala would order them 
of the Company which has produced such chefs-d-ceuvre for the 
neighboring republics.” 

7. On page 47, Vol. VI., “ Charles L Hill,’ of Boston, Mass., whoever 
he may be, in a note to the Editor states that he has in his poases- 
sion “a new stamp for Paraguay.” ‘ The engraving is very fine, 
and evidently of American manufacture. The ovul contains the 
portrait of some worthy unknown to me.” This the Magazine en- 
dorses. 

8. On page 56, following, we quote: ‘We have now before us two 
specimens of another value {Paraguay}—5 centavos—a finely exe- 
cuted and beautiful stamp. It is oblong in shape, and bears, in 
an oval in the centre, the representation of a large steamship sail- 
ing to 1ight ; above REPUBLICA; below, PARAGUAY ; to the left, 
CINCO ; to the right, cents ; and in the angles small shields bear- 
ing the numeral of value. The paper is thin and rather poor, not 
such as is usually employed by the American Bank Note Company; 
and the perforations are also different in appearance ; we, therefore, 
do not think this company can be the manufacturers of the stamp. 
* * ® Probably the emission took place on New Year’s day. 

9. On page 72, same volume, is an engraving of this vile forgery, avd 
a faint attempt is made to repel the attacks of those who thought 
it a humbug. 

10, Qn page 185, same volume, we find something more in reference to 
these Paraguay stamps. “‘ We have received a letter from an ama- 

teur at Montevideo, confirming on the authority of a relative in the 
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post office at Concepcion, the fact, that the 5c. was issued by virtue 
of a law passe.i in September, 1867 ; and that it was engraved by 
an artist at Lima ; adding, that it was used for fiscal as well as for 
ostal purposes. He encloses, at same time, specimens of three 
lately issued provisional stamps ; composed simply of the 5c. type, 
surcharged in red with the new value.” Then follows a description 
of these stamps, and a few words of cau‘ion to the collector, lest 
he or she be deceived into accepting ‘‘as a genuine 50c. a manipu- 
lated copy of the 5c.” We pity the Editor from the bottom of our 
heart for being so imposed upon ! 
11. On page 50, Vol. VII., in a review of this Journat, is found the 
following remarkable paragraph : 

" The genuineness of the Paraguay stamps is controverted; 
and in proof of their falsity, a letter, purporting to be from the 
late Paraguay minister, is inserted, denying that he had ever writ- 
ten the communication which we gave some months ago in our Mag- 
azine in reference to these stamps. We, however look with con- 
siderable suspicion on this letter of Mr. Washburn’s. The mere 
fact, that it appears in a paper which numbers among its contribu- 
tors the mythical Dr. Morley, is a circumstance that militates 
strongly against its authenticity. We are far from denying the 
possibility of our having been deceived in the matter, but if the 


letter which we received was a forgery, it wis a thorough one ; for 
it bore the printed heading, ‘ United States Legation’ Ascurcion 
Paraguay,’ and other internal appearances of genuineness. Besides 
this, we received a letter from an independent correspondent at 


Montivideo some months afterwards, confirming the report of the 

emission of the now well-known 5.centavos ; and enclosing copies 
of provisional stamps, which are described at length in our num- 

ber for December last. So we must assume the existence of_a very 

deeply concocted conspiracy, befo'e we can accept the statement: 
of the New York paper as even probable. As a matter of duty, 

we note the fact, then, that it denies the authenticity of these 
stamps, but we do so under all reserves.” 

§¥. On page 72, continuing, is a representation of the notorious stamps 
for the Danish West Indies. “ It-is rather a large stamp, nearly 
square, and containing within a transverse oval, the representution 
of steamer sailing to right, and above, the Danish Cross, sword, 
and sceptre, posed as on thestamps. Beneath the ship, and within 
the oval, isa small label inscribed in dark letters, CLARA RoTHE, 
the name of the steamer, we presume. The border of the oval con- 
sists of two broad scrolls, the upper one inscribed st. THOMAS, 
PORTO RICO; the lower MEDIO CENTAVO. * * * © We are inclined 
to believe in these stamps, the more specially as M. Mauné, who 








usually errs on the side of incredulity, refers to them, though with- 
out giving any details, in his last number.” 

As far as we have gone into these researches, this is the last swindle 
which the S.C. Af. endorsed. Their suspicions began to be aroused, 
but there was no sudden awakening. For even after Mr. Pemberton, in 
a letter to this Magazine, had used some very plain words in reference to 
many of these stamps, the Editor stat:s, “ Without going so far as to 
declare them [the Paraguay’s] false, we must now place them in the 
catalogue of ‘suspects.’” It was not until the August number of this 
same volume, that this high-touned Magazine found out that it had been 
made a dupe of by the Boston school of forgers. 

We have now a few pertinent questions to ask the Publishers and 
Editors of this Magazine : In all the long years in which they endorsed 
these stamps, many collectors must have purchased them in the belief 
that they were getting genuine stamps. Where, then, can the publish- 
ers point to a single sentence in which they asked their customers to re- 
turn these vile wares and have their money refunded ? 

- Where have they shown a desire to find out those of their purchasers 
who w-re not subscribers to, or readers of, this Monthly Magazine, in 
order that full justice should be done? Our researches have been thor - 
ough, but we have failed to find a single instance, until the full expos- 
ure of these worthless ‘humbugs,’ where they have shown a spark of man- 
hood to attempt to correct the error they have done. And if but one 
single collector was duped into buying these stamps, or any one of them, 
on the representations of this worthy 8. C. M., and he was not sought 
out to have his money refunded him, then we must hold the publishers 

who are stamp dealers) of this Magazine, unworthy of the fullest con- 

dence in all business relations, as far as regards Philately ; and the 
Editor, nameless though he be, we must hold as not warranted to pro- 
nounce judgement on our opinions, or on those of the humblest collec- 
tor. 

We have endeavored to treat thie matter as kindly as possible, and 
have refrained from using the strong language which oft and again came 
to the tip end of our pen when we saw by whom we are assailed. We 
have not attempted to strike an “attitude,” as our untrained limbs fail 
before the posturing antics of Our contemporary. But we have struck 
a “blow,” from which more than bombast will be necessary to enable 
the gifted (?) S. C. M. to recover. 

Now then, Messrs., the publishers of the Stamp Collector’s Maga- 
zine, give us proof, not assertion, that the Rusian locals on sale in your 
establishment, are authentic, before we take the lion’s skin from your 
shoulders. 
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Our Philatelic Comtesaporaries. 

L’? Ami des Timbres for July contains nothing of note except a de- 
scription of the Special Tax stamps, over which it goes into ecstacies. 
Remembering that these are merely licenses issued by the government 
to dealers in liquors, tobacco, etc., the propriety of describing these in 
a stamp magazine, is rather questionable. 

The Gazette des Timbres for July seems to follow in the wake of these 
vagaries. Just think ofthe dominion of stamp-collecting being invaded 
by book-marks ! These are usually the crest or coat-of-arms of the in- 
dividual, placed on the inside cover of his books to indicate that they 
belong to his library. What next will we be asked to collect? We have 
a passion for government postage stamps; a soi disant liking for fiscals 
and locals; a semi-attachment to telegraphs. Beer stamps, medicine 
stamps, match stamps, shoe stamps, even license stamps, might be toler- 
ated—but. book-labels! Why not also have spool labels? Trade marks? 
Dry goods marks ? Shipping tags? Yes, by all means let us have shipping 
tags ! 

The Stamp Collectors’ Magazine: Opening the May number of 
this iifallible ( (?) English production with its nameless Editor, we find 
among the list of newly issued stamps, a reference to the current set 
of Cuba, in which it is stated “‘three values have been heard of up to the 
present time, viz.: 25 cent de peseta, ultramarine; 50c. de p., lilac; 
and 12}c. de p., of which the color is not known.” Considering that 
as far back as our February number, we described the four values in 
full, the singular omision on the part of the English Magazine is but 
an exemplification of its practice of ignoring information which does 
not come directly to the sanctum of its nameless Editor. 

Following an extensive discussion on its contemporaries, is Mr. Overy 
Taylor’s valuable ‘‘ Papers for Beginners,” treating of the stamps of 
Malta, the Mecklenburgs, and Modena. Extracts and translations, and 
the usual correspondents’ column, make up this number. 

The June paper introduces beginners to the stamps of Norway and 
Oldenburg. “ Quélqu’un” entertains his readers with some of his 
‘‘ Rambles at Home and Abroad,” in which he comes to the rescue of 
those who have invested in Russian locals, the insinuation in the letter 
of M. de Joannis—already quoted in our columns—having spurred 
him up to say something. ‘“ What is the meaning of this ?”’ he asks, 
“Is it an attempt to discredit the Russian locals, and to place them on 
a footing of equality with the Hamburg locals and Dresden “‘ Express” 
stamps ? * * * If, on the other hand, it is intended as an attack on M. 
Moens, it is not our p se to take up his defence. * * * We do not 
pretend to set up his infallibility, but from long knowledge of bim dur- 
ing years of collecting, he is, in our opinion, entirely incapable of culti- 
vating such vegetables as M. de Joannis refers to in his letter ; and 

if by chance such a plant should make its appearance in his garden, he 





132 Tue American Jovrnat or Purarery. Augurt 20, 1874. 


would be the first to root it out effectually the moment its appearance 
was recognized by him.” [How about Moresnet, Mr. Quelqu’un ?} 
Then Mr. Q. gives certain details about obliterated Russian locals he has 
seen, and would have us draw the inference that Russian locals are al! 
simon pure. Following this is a word or two about “Our Contempo- 
raries,” in which we are called to the stand and asked to “ point out 
a single instance in which we iS: C. M.] have profited by the informa- 
tion contained in its pages.” e are sorry to say it, we cannot point 
out one single instance in which the S. C. M. has profited by our infor- 
mation, but we have just shown a case, and could cite many more, 
where this same aspirant for Philatelic infallibility has refused to pro- 
fit, choosing rather to keep collectors in the dark than let fall upon 
them any of the light coming from our pages. 

In this number is a letter from M. Albis, regarding the authenticity 
of the St. Louis stamps ; because of an article in a Western paper, re- 
ferring to the 5c. and 10c. of these stamps, M. Albis presumes to speak 
of the “ spurious character of the 2c., and of the famous ‘gem’ 20c. 
St. Louis.” And then the nameless Editor clinches this matter, by 
affirming that ‘‘ there exist two values, and two only, viz :—5 cents 
ard 10 cents.”” As regards the two cents we have nothing to say. Not 
so'as to the 20c. A mere newspaper announcement is not the sole 
dietum as to the genuineness of stamps which may not be noticed 
therein. The card in The Missouri Republican of Nov. 5, 1845, refers 
to the intention of creating stamps of two values. Did such notice of 
intention bind the postmaster to issue no others of higher value ? Par- 
ticularly when 10 cents was a very low cme rate in these days. Per- 
haps, if M. Albis, or other opponents of the 20 ct. St. Louis, will ex- 
amine other St. Louis papers of a later date, he’ may find a referencv 
to the 20c. Perhaps he may not, which would not, however, militate 
against the genuineness of the 20c. stamp. 

But the nameless Editor of our English friend says, “ Collectors’ 
doubts and fears may be deemed finally set at rest on the subject of the 
St. Louis stamps.” With whatever awe his edict may have stricken 
his followers, or however it may have allayed their “doubts and fears” 
—the stamps are so plentiful that everybody is afraid of them, of 
course !—we are consoled by the fact that we do not have to go abroad 
to find out what took place at home. 

‘The July number of our enterprising contemporary devotes six whole 
columns to ourselves. Six columns! Just think of it! Flimsy stuff, 
however, which neither points a tale, nor adornsa moral. Overy Tay- 
lor’s “ Papers” on Parma, and Don. M. P. de Figueroa article on 
‘Spanish Philatelics-legal chronology,” take up the attention, until 
we are attracted by a letter from the able pen of Mr. Pemberton, 
touching, among other things, the 20c. St. Louis stamp. We shall 
refer to this anon. 
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A History of Postage Stamps. 
ALPHABETICALLY CONSIDERED. 


BEING A RESUME OF THE DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL KNOWN STAMPS AND 
THEIR VARIETIES, 


For the Beginner and the Amateur. 
BY OMEGA 
Tue KyxvELores or AUSTRIA any Ausrriayn ITALy. 


The tirst series of envelopes was issued in 1561,and bore for a stamp 
the design on the adhesives of the same year, namely embossed protile 
portrait of Francis Joseph to right in engine-turned oval frame, in the 
left corner of the envelope. There were eight values, four correspon- 
ding to the adhesives, and four additional. The envelopes were of two 
sizes, large and ordinary; the former, which is a very common size in use 
abroad, being nearly square; the latter being almost as large as our 
ordinary letter e nvelope. These envelopes were made of white wove 
paper, unsurfaced, without watermark, the flaps being curved. The 
upper flap bore an ornament at its extremity, called a tress, the study 
of which is very important, for the reason that in many of the foreign 
envelopes its peculiar form is an unerring guide for the detection of 
rare envelopes, and also of reprints; its change from one design te 
another denoting a change in the whole series of the envelopes. | 


FIRST BERIES, JANUARY 1, 185]. 
Normal Lesue. 


3 kr. green 3 soldi, vreen. 
5 © red. 5 ‘“ red. 
10 “ brown. lv * brown. 
15 “ blue. 15 blue. 
20 “ orange. 20 orange. 
25 brown. 25 dark brown, 
30 violet. 30 violet. 


o* 


35 grey brown. 35 06) light brown. 
Minor Varieties. 

[In all the German envelopes the collector of entire envelopes has a 
splendid field for his researches, one which will amply repay him for 
the trouble spent in keeping his specimens entire. It is not our inten- 
tion here to advocate one plan or the other in reference to the collec- 
tion of envelopes. This is properly a separate topic. Our duty con- 
sists in giving a detailed list of all the varieties. Of the envelopes, ag 
applied to Austria and its dependencies, two sizes exist. 
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Large: 3 kr. green. } 
5 * red. i 
10 * chestnut. M. pas a 
- blue. 15 “ blue. 


orange. 
35 brown. 


Ordinary : See enumeration in Normal Issue. 

There are of course differences in the shades of the stamps, but as 
there is no distinct color apart from the tints of the normal value, an 
enumeration of these will not be necessary. In the tress mark are to 
be found many varieties. A carefu) examination of them discloses 
three distinct tresses; two of the same pattern, namely interlacing 
arched lines opening from the centre, one (Tress a,) being larger than 
the other, (Tress b); the third (Tress c,) is of the same pattern, small- 
er than either, but the arched lines are sunk into the paper instead of 
being raised. We have the following in our collection, and presume 
that each tress is to be found through the whole series : 


Tress a. Tress b. Tress ¢. 
3 sol. 3 kr. 25 sol. 5 kr. 
5 “ 10 “ 90 “ 
10 * 15 « $5 « 
15 « 30 * 
20 « 
30 


35 
REPRINTS, 


Reprints of these envelopes in the ordinary size were made by the 
Government, first in 1866, and again in 1873; but the collector need 
have no fear of them for their detection is very easy. In the first place 
they are made from the watermarked paper used for the later series 
of envelopes, showing one or more letters form the word Brier- 
Couverts. Again the shape of the side flaps differs. In the 
original, they are gently curved, meeting at the centre for the space of 
about an inch. In the reprints of 1866, the curve is more prominent, 
and the flaps touch at a single point. In the reprints of 1873, the 
side flaps are not curved at all, being cut in a straight line. 


SECOND SERIES (Fourth General Series.) 


With the change in the series of the adhesives on the Ist July, 
1863, occurred the new issue of another series of envelopes on the same 
date, bearing the design of the adhesive, with the stamp impressed in 
tlie right upper corner, and made on, the ordinary size only. 
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Normal Issue. 


3 kr. green. 3 sol. green. 
g 3 sol. g 

5 * rose. 5 * rose. 

0 “ blue. 10 * blue. 

5 “ bistre. 15 “ bistre. 

: violet. 2: 


5 6 ‘ violet. 


25 
This series presents even a greater variety than the one just spoken 
of. In reference to the shape of the envelopes, and the watermark, 
three distinct series can be found. 
1. Envelopes of the form, of the 1861 issue, no watermark, all values, 
2. Envelopes of the form of the 1866 reprints of the 1861 issue, no 
watermark, all values. 
3. Envelopes of the form of the 1866 reprints of the 1861 issue, wa- 
termarked with some of the letters of the word Brier-Covverts. 
Examining them with reference to the tress marks, we find that 
Tresses a and b of the 1861 issue, are the only marks used, and also 
that these are used for all the three forms of envelopes just mentioned. 
To recapitulate, we note the following varieties : 
Shape 1. No watermark. 
Tress a. 3 kr. 3 sol, Tress b, 3 kr. 3 sol. 
5h « BR 6s 5 
10 * 10 
15 « 1b « 
95 “ce 95 “cc 
Shape 2. No watermark. 
5 sol. Tress b. 3 kr. 
BR 6s B66 
10 * 10 « 
15 “< 
on 


» es 


15 cs 
OF “e 
- 


) 
Shape 3. Watermarked. 
T'ress a. 3 kr 5 sol. Tress b. 3k r. 
5 é 5 és 5 
lO * 10 * 10 
15 “ce 15 se 15 
Or 0° 


) 
— 25 20 

We have not taken into account the numerous shades which exist, 
as these are only to be determined by actual comparison of the speci- 
mens. 

THIRD SERIES (F%fth General Series.) 

This series of envelopes was issued at the same time as the adhesi- 

ves, Ist June, 1867, and consists of the design of the adhesives ith- 
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pressed in the right upper corner, the paper being white wove and wa- 
termarked. 
Normal Issue, 


3 sol, 
5 “cc 


green. 
rose. 
blue. 
brown. 
violet. 


3 kr. green. 
5 © rose. 
10 “ blue. 1 * 
15 “* brown. we « 
25 “ violet. = “ 


Minor Varieties, 


The first point to be noticed here is the existence of these envelopes 
in two sizes. Though of one width, one (a) is 5} inches long, the 
other (B) being 6}, inches long, and we believe these different sizes are 
to be found with all the varieties of tress mark, and in all the values. 
The second point is that all the shapes of the envelopes which we have 
spoken of in the 1861 and 1863 issues are also found, together with a 
new shape in which the ends of the flaps as found in Shape 3 of the 
previous series, are rounded, being unlike any other envelope of the 
Austrian series. We shall denominate this shape 4. In the matter of 
tresses, we have the ordinary marks, tress a, and b, a smaller and more 
finished one of the same character, tress d, still another similar. 
tress e, and a new one, which although common to all the German 
envelopes, now appears for the first time among the Austrian. This 
we call tress 5, being better known by this designation, thanks to the 
re-searches of ‘* Parisian Collector,” than f, the letter we could give 
it. 

In the following list, A and B, refer to the two sizes of Envelopes : 
Shape 1, 2, 5, ete., to the form of the flaps as in previous enumera- 
tion. 

a. Shape 1. Tressa. 10 kr. . Shape 5. Tress d. 3 kr. 
| ig 5 
25 “sé é 
Tress 6. 10 Shape : Tress ¢. é 
Tress a. 25 Shape Tress b. 5 sol. 


as € ; 1b“ 


Shape 1. 
Shape 2. 
Shape 2. 


Shape 3. 


Shape 3. 


In all these the paper is white with the exception of the last three, 
in which it is bluish. In the above we have given only those we have 


Tress a. 


Tresa b. 


10 

3 
10 
10 


15 


Shape 4. 


Shape 4. 


Shape 4. 


3 kr. 
15 “<< 


Tress b ° 


No tress. 
Tress 5. 3 


5 


“< 
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actually seen and compared. There may be others. Before closing 
this number we will say a few words in reference to the reprints of the 
adhesives. The first series was reprinted in 1865, and again in 1873. 
While the originals are on dark white paper, which is very heavy and 
rather coarse, both these series of reprints are on pure white paper, 
rather thin and surfaced ; the colors of the originals rich and deep— 
those of the reprints thin and bright. Moreover, there is a certain 
freshness about the reprints which alone condemns them. 

The 1858 series were also reprinted. The same characteristics are 
to be observed here as in the case of the other reprints: namely, white 
thin paper, white gum, bright colors, and a bright new look. One un- 
ering guide is in the nature of perforation. It will be remembered that 
the originals are perforated 15. The first reprint of the series, made 
in 1865 are perforated 12; those made in 1875, are perforated 11. Up 
to the present month we have not heard of the other series being re- 
printed. 


To be contin ued. 


Newly Issued Stamps. 


Perv. 


We are again called upon to notice some new stamps for this 
country, but before doing so will take occasion to remark that our 
previous notice, referring to the beauty of the “ unpaid’’ stamps for 
this country, has given some of our contemporaries occasion to note 


that they fail to see the beauty. Whether their adverse criticism 
spring from a lack of appreciating the beautified in the engraver’s art, 
or from a blinded prejudice which can see no beauty in a stamp unless 
it is confused with hexagonal or octagonal lines, we leave these who 
«an pronounce an impartial opinion, to judge. 

The stamps we now attempt to describe are the work of the National 
Bank Note Co., of this City, and need no praise from our pes. Indeed, 
it is inadequate to cope with the task; for the two values we have 
seen are far superior to anything else which has appeared in the 
postal lme for many years. There are two values: 50 centavos 
and 1 sol. The design on the 50 centavos is as follows: A bev- 
elled slab, having within a frame running all round near the edges, 
broken at the sides to admit of small ovals containing figure 50, and at 
top and bottom, the inscriptions prEru—corrros. The value in words 
on either side of numeral cincvenTa centavos. Lying on the slab, 
within an upright oval frame, is a series of mountains, behind which 
appears a rising sun with rays, such as is found upon the earlier Mon- 
tevidean stamps. The 1 sol. is a rectangular-lined slab indented in the 
corners with shield-shaped patterns containing numeral of value ; cur 
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ved labels at top and bottom connecting the corner devices, and inscrib- 

ed peru—corR£0s ; labels at sides with ornamental ends, containing 

value, un sou. Within is an upright panelled frame with open scrolled 

corners, on which is depicted the rayed sun 1 full glory. The stamps 

= a large, being about 1 inch by 14, perforated and grilled at 
e back. 


50 centavos, red ; 1 sol. green. 


We have had a glimpse at the Envelope stamps, described in our 
previous number, and are now enabled to give the true colors and the 
sizes of the envelopes, together with quality of paper employed. The 
2 centavos is impressed on buff paper, verjeured, measuring 34 by 54 
inches. This is evidently intended for circulars. The 5c. is on white 
wove paper, the envelope being the smallest of the series, being 2} by 
5}. ' The 10c. is on two qualities of paper; one, white wove, the other 
cream verjeured paper, and both measure 3 by 53. The 20c is alse 
on two qualities of paper, same as the preceding, and measures 
34 by 64. The 50c. is on white wove paper, the envelope measuring 
4 by 83. The paper employed is of a very fine texture, well finished. 
The colors of the stamps are as tollows : 


2c. blue. 20c. purple. 
5c. green. 50c. rose. 
10c. red. 


Unitrep Strates.—The contract for the Registration Envelopes has 
been awarded to Messrs. Geo. F. Nesbitt & Co, of this city, who are 
now busily engaged in manufacturing them. Although Registration 
Envelopes have been in use for some years by the Department, the one 
to be used differs from the other in several marked particulars. The 
envelope is made under a certain patent, and is of a very peculiar 
shape; the tongue of the upper flap, gummed on both sides, passes 
through slits in all the lower flaps, in such a way that it is impossible 
to open the Envelope either by steaming or other process except cut- 
ting, and will effectually prevent any tampering with its contents. It 
is made of the finest manilla paper, almost as strong as cloth. In size 
-it is 52x10},; a broad red line } inch in width borders all the edges, front. 
and back. it is covered with inscriptions, printed in red, which are 
intended to show the history of the package through its transit. As 
our readers may be interested in knowing with what care the Depart- 
ment surrounds the transmission of valuable letters, we transcribe these 
details. On the front appears the following : 
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RECORD OF TRANSIT. 


Condition. | Signature. 
Good or Bad, | By whom received and Date. 


INSTRUCTIONS. 


All Postal Officials handling this Package must keep a 
Record of its Number. Postmark with Date, Address, 
Date of Receipt and Disposition made of it, so that it may 
be traced from Place of Mailing to its destination, always 
taking a Receipt for it when practicable. If such Receipt 
cannot be attained at the time a Receipt properly filled up 
must be placed in the Pouch with the Package, to be 
signed by the P. M. of the next office where the Pouch is 
opened, und by him returned to the forwarding Route Agent 
or Railway Clerk by next mail. 

E, W. BARBER, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 


Oa the back is found ; 
REGISTERED PACKAGE, 
Postmaster at.......... 
County of 
State of 
Wah, apeeews tcc cucsdee Be 
Moisten flap and tongue well and seal securely, 


twee 
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Apropos of the new contract for envelopes and newspaper stamps, 
probably awarded by this time, the Postmaster General is exceedingly 
troubled how to manage the cumbersome law relative to the prepay 
ment of newspapers. To carry out the law, he states, it will be ne- 
cessary to discover some elementary combination of sums, ranging from 
two cents up t> 560, so as to cover every possible amount between 
these two extremes, and yet not have a stamp for every sum. Two 
cents would pay for one pound or a fraction, $60 for a ton, and to have 
a stamp for each pound increase in the weight of matter, he thinks 
would be an expensive system, and confusing as well. It would 
also require a double series, one of cents and another of dollars. 
To have the full series of 50 stamps, representing sums from two to 
100 cents, and $1 to $60 would still, he thinks, be a cumbersome sys- 
tem. The Philatelist may well be astonished at the extent of the new 
field of Philately soon to be opened to him. But whether he will ever 
be permitted to survey it thoroughly—by which we mean, obtain the 
stamps for his album, is a very doubtful question. However, we may 
have further to say on this question, and so must leave it for the pres- 
ent. 

In reference to the envelopes, it is not known as yet, whether the 
Government intends to have new devices or stick to the old. There is 
nothing in the present series, except their brilliant coloring which at all 
commends them to notice. The busts by no means do justice to the 
characters they are intended to commemorate, and if we did not know 
that certain figures were intended to represent Scott or Lincoln, or 
Webster, or the others, we would be puzzled about calling them cor- 
rect likenesses. They are no more like the portraits on the stamps, 
than chalk is like cheese, and we would advise the Department to 
adopt new designs which can at least compare with the stamped 
envelopes of Ceylon, Chili, or the Mauritius, or those now adopted by 
Peru 

VenezureLta.—A mistake occurred in the statement of the values of 
the new adhesives for this country There is no 1 centavo green, as 
the types m:de us say. It should read 2 centavos, green. 

AntTioquia.—Mr. K. RB. Bogert of this City, has just showo us a 
specimen of a new stamp for Antioquia, of the value of TWO CENTAVOS. 
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On a broad band dividing the design into two portions is the value in 
ornamental capitals UN Centavo. Above on ground of vertical lines 
arranged in pairs is the inscription ConREOS—DEL~E° 8° pg ANTIOQUIA, 
the word DEL being in the centre of a double convex formed of the other 
parts of the inscription. Below the broad band crossing the stamps 
are the arms of the Republic and a curved label containing ke. UU. DE 
COLOMBIA, both on ground of similarly formed lines to these in the up- 
per portions, but arranged in the form of rays from the centre. A small 
figure 1 is in each corner within a curve formed by a continuation of the 
line surrounding the design. The color is gree n. 

Speaking of the | Peso of this State, the S.C. M. says: “ seeing that 
letters [referring to the Monogram formed of 1 and s} do not signify 
abything, we cannot understand why they were (sic) employed.” They 
do signity something, else they would not be placed there. And if they 
authorities wishes to express ON Son, in all probability they would use 
# monogram formed of S and the figure 1, not letter Las the S.C_M. takes 
it. They ought to know that the dollar sign is sometimea made with 
one upright stroke, 

SrTRairs SETTLEMENTs.—We have a specimen of the Eight Cent 
stamp surcharged ONE CENT in large Roman Capitals. It looks all right, 
and perhaps is. The N in Cent is turned upside down. 

SweDEN.—Specimens of the 6 ore have come over of a dull lilac brown, 
or a dark pearl grey color. 


Bavakia.—A new stamp has been placed in circulation, It is a large 


stamp, contains the arms embossed within upright oval, circles at cor- 
ners containing embossed figure 1, BayeRN and Mark above and below 


the arms. It is printed in mauve and is of the value of 1 Mark. The 
stamp is imperforate. 


Mrxico.—We can now authentically state that but three Envelopes 
were prepared for the Mexican Government, two of which have been 
placed in circulation, namely the 10c. green, and 25c blue; but the third, 
5c., has not yet appeared among collectors, and in all probability has 
not yet been issued, or we should have known more about it ere this. 


The United States Locals and their History. 
BY C. H. ©, 
Continued from page 126.) 
ERRATA. 


Owing to a freak on the part of the printer, (what a multitude of sins, by the way, poor 
printers have to bear) my list of Swart’s Type LI 6, on page 109, has been made quite un- 
intelligible through the transposition of a couple of commas. The correct reading is “ black 
on white, and rose on white paper.” 
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Merropourtan Post Orrice. 


This company was in existence from 1856-8, or at least I find it im 
one the directories for those years. The 
99 a5 "4, accompanying engravings furnish all 
CAE eee) other facts of interest, so that it only 
- _—ee!,s| remains forme to add that both types 
Ww” H.LAWS are printed in red and in blue, the 
enon lettering,&c. being embossed in white. 


Reprints of the octagon can also be had in brown, but I have never 
esen an original in that color. 


METROPOLITAN ERRAND AND CaRRIER Co. 


The full history of this enterprise has already been given by Mr. 
Scott, in Vol. II1., page 101 of the Journal. He says, 

“The Metropolitan Errand and Carrier Express Company was organized on the first of 
August, 1858, with a capital of $200 000, under a charter from the State of New York. The 
officers of the Company were Abraham L. Hinkley, President; Samuol P. Crane, Secretary; 
Hiram Dixon, S'reasurer ; and George G. Jones, General Agent. ‘The principal office was 
at No. 11 Pine Street, New York City. The business of the Company consisted in collect- 
ing and delivering letters and parcels to or from any Louse in the City to any part of the 
world. Also, the purchasing and delivery of goods on orders.” 


From a circular in Mr. Scott’s possession, we learn that 


a They had offices all over the City, and had a special messenger riding upon every omni- 
bus or car in the City, whose duty it was to take any letter bearing the Company's stamp to 
the nearest branch office, to be sent immediately to the designated address.”’ 


The stamps consisted of the following values: 1, 5, 10, and 20 cts, 
and were to be used according to the annexed rates: 


“For letters, newspapers or pamphlets, admissable through the aperture of the letter 
toxes, and addressed to any part of the City below Fortieth Street, 1 cent; if not pre-paid, 
double that amount on delivery. 

“ Packages not over 2 lbs. delivered to any part of the City below Fortieth Street, or reg- 
istered city letters, or letters to any part of the United States except to Californie, 5 cents. 

“ Parcels over 2 lbs. and not exceeding 5 lbs to any part of the City below Fortieth St., 
or letters weighing over ‘4 oz., to any part of the United States, or special message below 
Chambers Street, 10 cents. 

“Letters not exceeding 1¢ oz. to California, Oregon, or the Sandwich Islands, 15 cts. 

“ Parcels weighing over 5 lbs. and not exceeding 29 lbs., to any part of the city below 
Fortieth Street, 25 cts 

“Special message below Fortieth Street, 20 cts. 14 02 letters to Great Britain 30 cts 
44 oz letters to Russia, Prussia, German States or Austrian Empire, 40 cts.” 


It will be observed from the foregoing that the higher values of the 
stamps had a much wider use than most “city post” labels, as they 
not only represented the company’s charge for transporting the letters 
to the General Post-Office, but also the sum which the Metropolitan 
Errand and Carrier Express Co. was in turn obliged to pay the gov- 
ernment for transporting the same to any designated part of the 
world. ' 





The stamps were engraved by 
Baldwin, Ball & Couslard, and 


printed in orange-red in sheets of 


one hundred. Four values were 


issued, viz.: 1,5, 10 and 20 cents. 


In addition to these adhesives, envelope stamps 
of the accompanying design were issued. The let- 
tering, &c , is embossed in the color of the paper 
(yellow) on a solid red ground. The figure of value 
on this stamp is very peculiar, having evidently 
been altered from a 1, and an s added to Cent. 


All the foregoing have been reprinted, the adhesive being in a much 
darker shade of their original color and also in blue. Concerning the 
blue Mr. Scott says :-— 

“ The circular before us (from which the rates &c. are quoted) consists of four pages of 
reading matter and is printed in blue ink; each corner is ornamented with a representation 
of the company’s stamp, say four 1 cent stamps on the first page, four fives on the second, 
andso’on. This accounts for some blue specimens printed on both sides, that are said to 
adorn a celebrated European collection, the owner of which was certain that they were 
genuine, as he had them before counterfeits or reprints were made !” 


Boycr’s Crry Express Post. 


This post must have existed about 1856, but I can- 
not give the exact date. Black impressions on green 
glazed paper. 

‘Essex Letrrer Express. 


The history of this Company is rather amusing. It was established 
about 1856 by three or four ex-carriers of various New York Expresses, 
who, after they had sold a good supply of their stamps to the public, 
suddenly decamped with the proceeds. And so the matter rested un- 
til about the year 1862, when the rage of the “ locals’ beginning, a 
certain New York dealer (whom we shall designate as Mr. H.) under- 
took to supply the demand, but as he was unable to obtain the original 
articles, he had resorted to the wood-engraver, who helped him out of 
his difficulty by preparing numerous “ reproductions”, although this 
last fact was not, for obvious reasons, made known to the public. 

Now it so happened that about this time Mr. Wm. P. Brown, of this 
city, came across one of the victims of the Essex swindle and from him 
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obtained a number of the genuine stamps, which, as will be observed by 
reference to the engraving, have for a central design a ship, from the 
main-mast of which floats a streamer with the letters SX inscribed 
thereon. 

As Mr. Brown could never miss “his little joke’’ he took one of the 
genuine stamps and carefully erasing the SX from the streamer, sub- 
stituted these letters below the ship. A trusty messenger then carried 
the altered stamp to Mr. H., who in a few days astonished the Phila- 
telic world by the announcement that he had obtained und could offer 
for sale a limited quantity of undoubtedly genuine Essex 
locals with the SX below the ship! Further comment is 
unnecessary. It therefore ouly remains for me to say that 
the genuine stamp is evidently a wood engraving, and is 
printed in black on red glazed paper. 





AmeERIcAN Express Company. 


Started about 1856 or 1857, by Messrs. Smith and Dobson. 
ees a Their stamp was a very simple type set ar- 
Cc : ¥ a 


rangemeat, and the market has consequently 
EXPRESS COMPANY. . 


:. To a 5 been so flooded with counterfeits as to render 
; Postage Two Cents. q 


Paid the detection of originals of more than ordi- 
WHINE HSH S598 nary difficulty. Black impression on green 
glazed paper. 
I understand on what I believe to be pretty good authority that 
Dobson after a short time retired, and that the name of the conci rn 
was therefore changed to 


Smirn’s Ciry Express Post. 


Smith is said to have issued two or more stamps (including an ** Un- 
paid” label) very similar in design to the preceding, but [ have never 
come across any specimens which were above suspicion. 


McIntire’s City Express Posr. 


This post was in existence about 1860, its office 
being at No. 2 Maiden Lane. A carefully engraved 
metal-plate design was prepared, and printed in 
rose on white paper. 


(To be Continued.) 
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The Editor’s Note Book. 
NOTE 38. 
DON CARLOS, 


The movements of Don Carlos, the claimant of the throne of Spain, 
are now occupying the political world. His postage stam)s have en- 
gaged the attention of the philatelic world. A few brief words illustrat- 
ing his career will not be out of place here, and may be of benefit to 
those who find more interest in stamps than is indicated by their shades 
or their perforations, 

Ferdinand VII, King of Spain, on his death bed, bequeathed the 
crown to his eldest daughter Isabella 11, thus depriving his brother Don 
Carlos, of his right to the throne. This action of Ferdinand has its ad- 
vocates, its opponents ; the latter claiming that Ferdinand by an ar- 
bitrary will overthrew the Salic law of Spain—a law which excluded 
females trom the succession—thus depriving Carlos of the throne ; the 
former maintaining that the law itself was an innovation; and that 
Ferdinand made his will before his daughter was born. However, in 
these limited notes, we cannot stop to analyze either claim, as that is the 
province of the historian. 

Don Carlos by his marriage with Maria Francisca of Braganza, had 
three sons—namely, Carlos, Juan, and Fernando. An attempt was 
made by them in 1845, to regain the throne, but they failed. In 1855, 
Don Qarlos, who, during his exile, assumed the title of Count of Molina, 
died, and his rights devolved on his eldest son, Carlos, the Count of 
Montemolin. This prince made another etfort to gain the throne, but 
failed, and fell into the hands of his enemies. He gave his word not 
to repeat the attempt, and was accordingly released by his cousin, 
Queen Isabella, and returned to Trieste. Soon after, he, his wife, and 
his brother, Don Fernando, died within a very short time of each other, 
and their claims were assumed by the surviving son, Juan. This lat- 
ter married the Archduchess Dona Maria Beatrix de Bourbon and Este, 
who was the daughter of Francis 1V., Grand Duke of Modena. They 
apent the first ten months of their marriage in Venice ; but during the 
revolution of ’48, which spread overa great part of the Continent, they 
were forced to quit that city with the utmost precipitation. They start- 
ed on to Vienna, but were detained inthe little town of Laybach, in the 
Austrian states, where on the morning of the 29th ot March, in the year 
1848, in a small hotel in the town, a child was born to Don Juan and 
his wife, Don Carlos, the subject of this note, who is now battling for 
his Crown and throne. 

Owing to the rapid progress made by the Revolution, Don Juan and 
his wife, disappointed in their hopes of a quiet residence at Vienna, 
were forced to proceed to England, where they remained some time, 
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giving birth to their second child, Alfonso. Some time after, the Prin- 
cess, with her two children was compelled to return to Modena. But 
the States of the Grand Duke being taken from him by the war with 
Austria in 1859, Doiia Beatrix once more was compelled to fly. She 
hurried to Prague with her children and was sheltered in the palace of 
her uncle, the Emperor Ferdinand. 

In 1863, ihe health of the Archduchess became seriously affected ; she 
resolved to leave Prague with her sons for Venice, where the Count de 
Chambord and his Countess were residing. Don Carlos was then in 
his fifteenth year. Of the persons belonging to the exiled family, the 
second wife of his granafather, the well-kaowna Princess of Beira, Maria 
Theresa was the one who, ‘n the most adverse times, never for a mo- 
ment doubted the ultimate t:‘umph of his cause. She lived at the time 
in Trieste, and during the Princess’ residence in Venice he paid frequent 
visits to the widow of his grandfather. In 1864 the widowed Duchess 
of Parma settled at Venice. Ferdinand Charles, Duke of Parma, and 
Maria Louisa, daughter of the Duchess of Berri, and consequently sis- 
ter of the Count of Chambord, had four children. The first was Mar- 
garet ; the second, born a year after, Robert, who, on the death of his 
father in 1554, succeeded to the Duchy which he was destined to lose ; 
the Princess Alice, and Prince Enrico —the one born in 1849, the 
other in 1851. When Parma passed from its ancient princess, the Duch- 
ess went, as we have just said, with her children to Venice, the chosen 
resort of discrowned princes. The Archduchess Beatrix and Maria 
Louisa renewed their old affection, and Carlos and his brother Alfonso 
became again the playmates of Robert of Parma, and his sister Margar- 
et. The families lived in the closest intimacy, and resolved upon a 
matrominial alliance. Before a decision was arrived at, the Duchess of 
Parma died ; her children left Venice, and went to live with tveir uncle, 
the Count of Chambord. ‘The subject of the matrimonial alliance was 
soon renewed ; and having, without dfficulty, obtained the consent of 
his mother, Don Carlos formally demanded the hand of the Priacess. 

They were both young: he was in his seventeenth year, the Princess 
more than a year younger; and the marriage was put off uatil 18v7. 
In 1866 occurred the war in which Austria lost her Italian possessions, 
and the Princess had to quit Venice. She went to Innspriick in the 
Tyrol, and at the close of the same year fixed her residence at Vienna. 
In February, the following year, Don Carlos of Spain, and Margaret 
of Parma were married in the chapel of Frohsdorf, and accompanied by 
the Archduchess, left for the Castle of Ebenzweyer, the property of the 
Count of Chambord. On their arrival at Ebenzweyer, Don Carlos gave 
his undivided attention to the affairs of Spain, now getting very serious. 
He lived very simply, pursued with great earnestness his favorite study 
—history, particularly the history of Spain—and never permitted him- 
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self to lose sight of the great end he always had in view—the throne of 
Spain. Towards the close of the year he left Ebenzweyer for Gratz, in 
Styria, whence he paid several visits to London and Paris in order to hold 
personal conferences with the leading men of his party in the affaire of 
Spain. During his visits to London and Paris, Don Carlos had an op- 
portunity of conferring not only with his own partisans, but with Span- 
ards of all political creeds resident in those capitals. 

In the summer of 1868 he addressed a circular to his partisans, de- 
claring that the frequent iusurrections in Spain, its financial as well as 
political difficulties, and the general discontent, showed that events of 
the present character were imminent ; that such was not only his own 
conviction, but the conviction of his enemies as of his friends ; that his 
duty was to save the country from destruction,—and he invited their 
presence at a Council to be held on the 20th July. The Prince request- 
ed them te explain the grounds on which he should rely, in his future 
manifestoes to the Spanish nation, for claiming the throne which was 
soon to be vacant ; and also, to suggest the most efficacious and least 
disturbing means of saving the country from impending ruin. The 
Council decided that the means best calculated to attain the object they 
all had at heart were these which the existing Constitution afforded. 
A manifesto was adopted which was published in the form of a letter 
to Duke of Alfonso, brother of Carlos. The Prince then assumed for 
the first time the title of Duke of Madrid, and resolved to take up his 
residence as soon as possible and as near as possible, to the Spanish 
frontier. 

The Duke of Madrid returned to Gratz, where the Duchess was stay- 
ing, and where she gave birth to a daughter. Soon after came the news 
of the insurrection of Cadiz ; the Duke hastened to Paris ; his father 
felt no desire to return to Spain and recommence the contest for the 
Crown, particularly when he had given his pledge to desist from such 
adventures, and accordingly renounced his rights. Another Council was 
held in London to which the renunciation was communicated ; and the 
Duke was accordingly acknowledged King of Spain by the name and 
title of Charles VII. 

In the early part of 1872, the Duke of Madrid entered Spain, and 
issued his appeal to the Spanish people, since which time his career has 
been more or less successful, and his prospects of a crown are perhaps 
as far distant as are those of his relative the Count Chambord, Henri 
Cing of France. 

He has given to Philatelists a bone of contention, in the shape of a 
postage stamp ; and as if this were not enough in the life time of one 
man, has given another, bearing an improved likeness, perhaps, and also 
his war cry ‘‘ Dios Patria y Rey” Gop, My Country anp Our Kine, 
we presume, and rumor has it that there is still another stamp, 
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Varieties of Tur 
BY OMEGA. 


=—— 


Stamps, 


An esteemed correspondent in Constantinople has forwarded me some 
information concerning the Turkish postage stamps, which may be 
found peculiary interesting, 

The current stamps of Turkey surcharged Chéir—a Turkish character 
in transverse oval—are used for the local service. These stamps were 
issued in 1873. At first the surcharge was printed in black; now it is 
printed in b/ue, and copivs are found surcharged in red---presumably an 
error. The following list has been carefully compiled by our corres- 
pondent, and is perhaps complete : 

Chéir in black; perforated. 
10 paras, lilac, 10 paras, sienna yellow, light 
reddish lilac, and dark, 
brown chocolate, gosling green, 
pearl grey, yellowish gosling green, 
deep violet, l'piastre, yellow, 
pansy violet, dark yellow, 
Chéir in black, coarse perforation. 
20 paras, light bistre and bistre, _1 piastre, yellow, 
yellowish brown, bistre and light bistre, 
reddish brown, brown red. 
Chéir in blue, perforated, 
10 paras, lilac, 10 paras, grey lilac, 
reddish lilac, dark sienna yellow, 
Chéir in blue, cocrse perforated. 
20 paras, brown, (reddish brown 1 piestre, brown. 
border.) 
Chéir in ved, (error,) perforated. 
10 paras, reddish lilac, 10 paras, seinna yellow. 
7 — brown “{ black brown border. 
plestre, brown § 

The rarest of all the “ Chéir” is the 1 piastre, yellow, surcharged in 
black. Our correspondent mentions that the “ Chéir” is surcharged in 
four different types. He also mentions the following varieties or “ cu- 
riosities ” found in the albums of his friends : 

20 paras, present issue, printed .in blue instead of green. Post- 

marked. This may be nothing but a changeling. 

2 piastres, present issue, red-brick, without the supplementary black 
inscription. Unused. 

13 piastre (euvelope), without the supplementary black inscription. 
Postmarked, 
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A History of Postage Stamps. 
ALPHABETICALLY CONSIDERED. 


BEING A RESUME OF THE DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL KNOWN STAMPS AND 
THEIR VARIETIES. 


For the Beginner and the Amateur. 
BY OVERY TAYLOR. 


Nore.—Owing to the peculiar circumstances in which we are placed this month the greater 
part of the following paper has been extracted from the Stamp Collector's Magazine. 


BavaARIA., 


The first Bavarian stamp, in order of value, was once supposed to 
have seen the light in advance of all the others; such, however, if we 
accept Levrault’s dates, was not the case. The Ist November, 1849, 
the day on which the 1 kreuzer black was issued, was also the date of 
emission of the 3 kr. blue and 6 kr. brown. Most probably Levrault 
is right, for it is hardly to be supposed that the postal authorities 
would have introduced the postage stamp by the issue of a single low- 
value stamp, which must have been used either for local letters, or, as 
is more likely, for circulars only. A love of arrangement 
by values, so as to form “ complete sets,’’ was no doubt, 
in part, the motive for isolating the 1 kr. black; and a 
further reason may be sought in the slight dissimilarity 
of design between that stamp and its companions te = et 

The first series, if we adopt Levrault’s classification, ELFRANCO Tt 
should be arranged as follows : 

ist November, 1849, 1 kr. black 

3 “ blue. 
( brown. 

Ist July, 1850, rose. 

yellow-green, 
apple-green, 

19th July, 1854, 18 yellow. 

22nd June, 1858, 12 red. 

It will be observed that the black stamp was only in 
use eight months, and yet four varieties thereof are in 
existence—two principal ones, characterised by differ- 
ences in the design; two secondary ones, distinguished 
by the presence or absence of a silk thread worked into 
the paper, as in the Mulready envelopes. Of the two 

former, one is generally taken to be a lithograph, and may be recog- 
nized by the imperfect outline of the central figure 1, which at the 
base, especially, is noticeably broken and irregular; the other is as- 


Z's 
Wd 
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sumed to be a wood-cut, but is more seitialiby ‘trae a  magtiilite die ; it 
has the extreme outline of the figure 1 formed by a black line, so that 
the shape of the figure is clear and unbroken throughout. As to the 
two secondary varieties, it is still a moot point whether that which 
shows the silk thread is not an essay. It is certaily far rarer than the 
threadless stamps; but Dr. Magnus hints that was struck on paper 
prepared for the “‘ second” series, and therefore was used for a much 
shorter period. What does he mean by the second series? Does he 
refer to the 3 kr. blue and 6 kr brown, under the impression that they 
were issued later than the 1 kr.? If so, his suggestion does not help 
matters much, for, on Levrault’s authority, we admit that the 3 and 6 
kr., with threads, were issued at the same time as the 1 kr. black. We 
can only suppose that the greater portion of the supply of the black 
was struck off in advance of that of the other values, and before it had 
been decided to adopt the Dickinson paper. Levrault catalogues both 
varieties as actual stamps,and not essays,and his verdict is probably a 
correct one. 

This stamp has been frequently forged, and as it would take up far 
too much space to give descriptions of all the counterfeits, I will con- 
tent myself by mentioning the chief distinctive point of the genuine. 
If then, to quote from Mr. Pemberton, “ we take the genuine stamp, 
and examine round the base of the numeral, we find on the left hand 
a blank and unequal space, a continuation of the white bordering of 
the figure ;”’ and this is not found in the forgery. 

The entire series, excepting only the 1 kr. black, has been reprinted, 
or a marvellous “‘ remainder” from the original has been discovered 
within the last two or three years; hence unused copies even of the 12 
and 18 kr., which at one time were rather scarce, are now common. 

The other stamps of this emission do not present any specially re- 
markable history ; the sole noteworthy point is that they are all found 
on two thickness of paper. The first impressions were on a compara- 
tively thin texture, and the colors were less brilliant than those of the 
second working. 

The real second series was, in fact, formed simply from the value of 
the first, impressed in different colours, viz. : 

1 kreuzer yellow. 

3 “rose, bright rose. 

6 «dark blue, bright blue. 
9 <¢ stone. 
12 “< s green. 

18 ‘.. 72 

All these stamps are common used, and have not yet enjoyed the 
doubtful honour of being reprinted. 
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The existing series was brought out in 1867, and was 
originally formed of the following values and colours :— 
1 kreuzer green, 
3 6s rose, 
6 blue. 
9 bistre. 
12 , lilac. 
18 red. 
being, in fact, a simple repetition of the old denominations, and for 
three stamps out of the series, of the old colours. In 1868, however, 
the 9 kr. was withdrawn, and its colour given to the 6 kr. ; a new value, 
the 7 kr. being impressed in blue. During the latter part of 1870, the 
whole series was issued perforated. 

In 1873, the nine kreuzer stamp was recalled into active service, being 
printed in a rich red brown, and a new stamp was added of the hither- 
to unrepresented value of ten kreuzers, the colour being orange, 
both were perforated. The one mark violet having been described by 
us in the last number requires only mentioning here. 

The first supply of the existing type was worked in very pale colours, 
but about 18 months after the emission commenced, a fresh stock, in 
fuller, brighter tints was struck off ; and as there is reason to suppose 
that the deepening of the colour was intentional, there appears to be good 
ground for collecting both sets. 

The design is neat and well engraved, and the stamps, especially those 
of the second edition, have a pretty appearance when placed together ; 
but in these latter there is a notable deterioration in the fine horizontal 
lined background of the arms. This has almost entirely disappeared— 
in the 3 kr. it is, indeed, quite lost—and the arms, consequently, stand 
out from a ground of solid colour. The effect of this unintended change 
in the design is not on the whole a regretable one. 


UNPAID LETTER STAMPS. 


A stamp was first used for this purpose in 1863, and 
is of the same design as here represented. It was printed 
in black and issued unperforated. Eight years later it 
was joined by a one kreuzer of the same design and colour 
and both were improved in appearance by being perfor- 
ated. 

ENVELOPE STAMP. 

The sole envelope in use is the one which appeared in 1869, and with 
which my readers are doubtless well acquainted. It is principally noti- 
ceable for its having the denomination spelt in the old style (DREY) ; 
at the time of its issue it was reported that only a few envelopes were 
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thus distinguished, and [that the bulk would show the 
word in its modern formation—drei—but up to the 
‘soear time no variety showing this difference has been 

rought out.* The old spelling was doutless a freak 
of the engraver, for we find the word written in the 
modern way on the adhesives. 


Notes on the Franked Envelopes 


OF THE LETTER EXPRESS COMPANIES OF THE UNITED STATES. 
By C. H. C. 


It has often been a source of regret to the writer that he never un- 
til quite recently kept any detailed record of such of these interesting 
franks as have from time to time come under his notice, especially as 
this branch of Philately has heretofore been very much neglected, 
owing largely to the fact that collectors are without any list or de- 
scription to guide them, excepting perhaps one or two short articles. 
Indeed it is no easy matter to prepare such a list, for it is always dis- 
couraging work to break new ground, and of course the first efforts 
must be very imperfect and incomplete, The writer hopes, however, 
that, after he has once taken the initiative by describing such of these 
envelopes as are known to him, other collectors may be induced to 
follow and exhaust the subject more fully.—In this connection I must 
express the obligations I am under to F. A. Philbrick, Esq., of London, 
Mrs. A. G. Craig and C. W. Lomler, Esq., of San Francisco, for valued 
assistance kindly extended, and especially to the first named gentle- 
man who has, obligingly revised these papers, and made innumerable 
additions. 

It would no doubt be very agreeable to those interested in the growth 
of the country to trace the history of these express enterprises from 
their beginning, but such articles would certainly be very dull reading 
for the majority of collectors and would moreover have nothing what- 
ever to do with Philately. We shall therefore treat only with those 
companies which actually used franked envelopes, and for the present 
we shall content ourselves with a mere catalogue of the franks them- 
selves, which it is proposed to supplement by such facts concerning the 
histories of the various companies as it is possible to learn, 

Our catalogue must be divided into two parts, viz :— 

I. List of printed franks, 
IL. do. do. handstamped franks, 
each of which shall be considered in due course. Before commencing, 





* By some mistake, our engraver gave the modern spelling. 
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however, the reader’s attention is‘asked to the following table of abbre- 
viations which will be used in the course of this article. 
L. U. C. Impressed in left upper corner of envelope. 


- L. C. do. do. do. lower ” - sea 

&% L. C. do. do. right do. T3 ‘é ‘< 

t. U. C. do. do. do. upper. °° - 

A. K. do. across left end of envelope. 

z. do. at top of envelope. 

Env. Envelope. 

Ord. Env. Ordinary Envelope; i. e. without any government 
stamp impressed. 

Obl. Oblong. 

Rect.—Rectangular. 

When franks are printed on envelopes with U. 8. Government 
stamps impressed, the denomination, color of paper and year of issue 
alone are stated, thus : 

‘black on 5c, white 1864,” means “ black impression on a white 
3 cents envelope of the 1864 issue of the U. S.”’ 

With these preliminary remarks, we will now settle down to busi- 
ness, or, to speak more plainly, to a description of the stamps them- 
selves, 


LIST OF PRINTED FRANKS. 


Auta Express Co. I. Obl. rect. frame. ‘“ Alta Express Co, Paid.” 
River scene, steamboat, mountains, &c. 

L. U. C. Black on ordinary white and buft Env. with U.S. adhe- 
sives affixed. 
os “« 6 3c. white and buff 1853. 

II. Same as last but without frame. ‘‘ Paid” larger and mountains 
higher. 

L. U. ©. Black on 3c. white and buff 1853. 

AMERICAN Express. Name above, ‘‘ Paid” below. View in centre. 
Dog watching safe in foreground, steamboat, cars &c., in distance. 

Black on white, (cut from Env.) 

APPLETON’s VALENTINE Express, Very plain, type set. ‘* Valen- 
tines delivered every hour in the day in every part of the City for the 
next 14 days, (Valentine’s week). All kinds of Valentines for sale, 
508 & 510 Montgomery St.,” “ Paid” in left corner. 

Black on ordinary buff Env. 

J. Bamber & Oo. I. obl. rect. with truncated corners. Solid disk with 
“ Paid,” in background. “J. Bamber & Co.’s Express. Bacon & 
Hardy, Oakland Office.” All in white letters. 

L. U. C. Black on 3c. white and buff 1861. 
II. Scroll with leaves at ends, ‘‘ Paid.—Bamber & Co’s Express.” 
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L. U. C. Blue on 3c. white, buff, 6c. white, buff, 10c. white, buff, 
1853 ; 3c. white, buff, 1857. 
“© Black on 3c buff, 1857 ; 3c. buff, 6c. white, 12c., 24c., 1861. 
- “«  & 3c. buff 1864. 
III. Scroll with plain ends. Same inscription. 
L, U. C. Black on 3c. white, buff, 6c. white, buff, 40c., 1864. 
" “« © 3c. white, lemon, 6c. white, 1870. 
IV. Scroll with fancy ends. ‘* Paid Bamber & Co.’s Express. VW. 
B. Hardy’s Office, Oakland.” 
L. U. C. Black on 3c. white, buff, 6c. buff, 1864. 

V. Scroll with plain ends. Same inscription. 

L. U.C. Black on 12c., 24c., 1861 ; 3c. white, buff, 6c. (rose) white, 
buff, 6c. (violet) buff, 1864. 
3c. white, buff, 1870. 

Bucuanan & Co. I. “ Paid,” in back ground. ‘ Buchanan & Co.s 
Cation City Express. 

L. U. C. Rose on 3c. white, 1864. Black on 3c. buff, 1864. 

II. Obl. disk of green lines. Truncated corners. “ Paid Buchanan 
& Co.’s Express. Over our Dalles and Canyon City Route,” in black. 

T. Black and green on 3c. white, buff, 1864. 

Bacon’s Express. This Company is mentioned in the Philate/ical 
Journal, Vol. 1, page 30, but no particulars are given. 

BEEKMAN’S Express. Streamer inscribed “‘ Paid Beekman’s Express. 
Jacksonville Oregon.” 

T. Black on 3c. buff, 1853; 10c. white, buff, 1861 ; 3c. white, buff, 
1864. 
“ Blue on 3c. buff, 1864. 

Batiou & Co.’s Carisoo Express. Inscription as above in ornamen- 
tal border. ‘‘ Paid” below. 

L. U. C. Black on ordinary white env. 

BarNARD’s British CotumBia Express. (See Dietz & Nelson). 

British CotumBIA AND VicToriA Express Company. I. Inscrip- 
tion as above “ Paid from Victoria to Lytton or Lilooet” below. 

Black on ordinary white env. 

II. Name as before. “‘ Paid from Victoria to Yale or Douglass.” 
Black on ordinary white env. 

Buiack & Co.’s Express “ Paid 5.” Streamer. 
L. U. C. Red, blue, black on ordinary env. 

Bennett—J. F. & Co.’s—S. 0. M. & Ex. Line. Between Santa Fe, 
N.M., El Paso, Tex., and Tucson, Ar. Principal Office, Las Cruces N. 
M. Transv. oval inscribed as above. 

L. U. C. Black on large ordinary yellow env. 
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Crawrorp’s Mippite Fork Express. Paid. Transv. obl. fancy 
border. 
T. Black on 3c. buff, 1853. 
CRAMER’s Express. Purple scroll. Old English letters. 
Black on purple on 3c. white, 1864. 
Cramer’s Express, connecting with Wells, Fargo & Co. Purple 
scroll, blue letters. 
T. Purple and blue on 3c. buff, 1864. 
CoLtBy’s Nevapa AND Dutca Fiat Express. Obl. lined ground in- 
scribed as above. 
T. Black on 3c. (rose) white, buff, 3c. (bronze) white, buff, 6c. 
(violet) white buff ; 1864. 
Diamonp City Express. Bevertpce & Carricn. Paid. Obl. 
Blue and red on 3c. buff, 1864. 
Dore’s Fiat Exeress. (of this Company I have only the name.) 
DowNIEVILLE AND HowLanp Fiat Express. Small rect. frame in- 
scribed as above. “ Paid—” below. 
L. U. ©. Black on 3c. white, 6c. white, 1864. 
Dietz & Newson’s British CoLtumBiA AND Victoria EXPpREss. 
Scroll inscribed as above. 
BaRNARD’s British CoLtumBpiaA Express. I. Scroll inscribed as 
above. Various inscriptions below, viz. : 
(2) BARKERVILLE AND Victoria; (6) VicToRIA AND YALE; 
(c) BARKERVILLE; (d) YALE, large type ; (ec) YALE, small type ; 
(f) QUESNELLE ; (g) Way ; (A) Vicrorta anD New WEstTMINS- 
TER. 
Il. Type set, in two straight lines. Barnard’s Express. Columbia 
River via “ Yale, B. C.” 
List oF ENVELOPES BEARING Dretz & Netson’s or BarNnarp’s 
FRANKS. 
D. & N. in L. U. C. on ordinary buff env. ) with Canadian and 
2 A. E. on 3c. white 1864, with + Br. Col. & Van Cou- 
W. F. & Co’s frank at top and ) ver’s adhesves. 
Barnard’s Type IT below. 
Barnard’s Type I @ on ordinary buff env. all in L. U.C. 
es + «eh és white ‘* -various adhesives 
"—* " blue “ attached. 
“¢ 10c. white, buff, 1861, with W. F. & Co. at top. 
* d10c. white, 1861, - a 
“ ¢ 10¢e. buff, 6 “ 
“ f 10c. white, buff, 1861, “ 
ce f 10e. “ce “ ce ce 
with Barnard’s frank entirely obliterated 
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by a large fancy surcharge. 
Barnard’s Type I / on 10c. buff, 1861, with W. F. & Co. at top. 
All A. E. Various adhesives affixed to some. 


(To be continued.) 


The United States Locals and their History. 
BY .C.. H. OC. 
(Continued from page 144.) 
*Crossy’s Crry Post.” 

I extract the following from the Journau for June, 
CROSBY 1871.—“ The list of locals for our country has lately re- 
' ceived an addition to their number, of the annexed de- 
sign. The stamp is issued by the old established house 
of O. H. Crosby, doing business at 19 William Street ; 
it pays the postage on letters and circulars delivered 
anywhere in the City. The stamps were designed and 
engraved by J. W. Scott & Co. They are printed in 
sheets of twenty-five, and unperforated; the color is bright carmine.”’ 

Although Mr. Crosby has been established for many years as a news 
agent, I do not think he took up the city despatch until about 1870, or 
1871; and I have good authority for the assertion, as I have passed 
by his office almost every day for the last seven years. If 1 remember 
rightly, there used to be a young man in his store who for an extra 
compensation of eight cents would carry letters over to the various Eu- 
ropean steamers after the regular mail at the Post-office had closed, 
but this certainly was not a city delivery company, which is the object 
of Mr. Crosby’s present enterprise. 

Having thus attempted to chronologically arrange the local posts of 
the Metropolis, I must now supplement my list by briefly noticing one 
or two other companies known to have formerly existed in the same 
locality, but which, owing to the absence of dates, &c., I have been 
unable to place in their proper order. I would also say that there are 
a dozen other locals which were probably used in New York City, but 
as I cannot furnish my positive proof on this point, I shall defer their 
description for the present. 

— = RUSSELL’S 8th AVENUE POST OFFICE. 
A wood engraving. 
Red on pink paper. 
Brown on brown paper. 
Green on green paper. 
Vermillion on white paper. 





SLATEN ISLAND EXPRESS POST. 
As the name would imply, this Company ran between 
Manhattan and Staten Islands. 
Red on white paper. The only known is in Mr. Phil- 
brick’s Collection. 


BROOKLYN CITY EXPRESS. 


This was a Brooklyn City Delivery Com- 
the Manager being one Rodgers, who 


1 cent—light blue, dark blue, green. 
2 cents—pink, lake, deep scarlet, vermillion, dark blue. 
Merropouiran Ciry Express Posvt. 

From the Stamp Collector’s Magazine, Vol. X page 165, (where the 
name is however, incorrectly given) we learn that “ this post was a 
swindle concocted by a party who stationed some boxes at various 
stores,and supplied the owners thereof with some stamps, type set, 
printed on green glazed paper.” 

“The carrier and proprietor of this so-called express must have de- 
livered the letters himself at odd times, or after hours. His venture 
soon ‘went up’. ” 

[ wish it to be distinctly understood that I do not in any way guar- 
antee this statement. 

Hovurty’s Express Pokr. 

Is @hid to have been formed in 1859, and to have existed for about 
three weeks, which perhaps accounts for the fact that no authentic 
specimens are known. Reprints (or rather what are said to be reprints) 
are common, and are printed in black on green paper. The design is 
as follows :—diamond shaped, solid ground inscribed Hourty Express 
Post Lerrer Stamp One Cent,” in five lines, the first being slightly 
and the fifth considerably curved. : 

Having now completed so far as possible the City Posts of New 
York, with the exception of Hussey’s which for certain reasons I pre- 
fer to postpone for the oresent, I now desire to chronicle a few stamps 
discovered since these papers were commenced, and propose afterwards 
taking up the Despatch Companies of Philadelphia. 


LETTER EXpREss. 


Tyre 1 }.—Black on red glazed paper. 

It will be observed that this is quite different from 
the illustration on page 61. It is of great rarity only 
one copy being known. : 
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WELLS, FARGO & CO. 


The accompanying is a reproduction of a news- 
paper stamp which I understand has just been is- 
sued by the San Francisco office, my informant 
being Mr. L. W. Durbin. Blue impression on 
white paper, imperforate and rouletted. (For other 
types see page 77.) 

Hanrorp’s Pony Express. 

The adhesive (page 109) also comes in black on thin white paper, 
or at least I have seen it in that color, and as the yellow stamp is printed 
on glazed paper I do not see how it can have been chemically changed. 

A second variety of the handstamp exists, reading ‘ Pony Express” 
instead of “ City Express Post.” 

Joun Bovron. 

Tyrer m1 (page LIT) in black on green was (thanks to the proof-rea- 

der) accidently omitted from my list. 


(To be Continued.) 


NewlyjjIssued Stamps. 


The later months of the year are usually devoid of novelties, most 
governments preferring to wait for the new year to usher in the new 
sets. The present season offers no exception to the general rule, but 
we have information of many new series, the designs of which will en- 
liven our pages shortly. The expected Spanish West Indian s®imps, 
we are informed, will be delayed till the first of January, at which date 
our own new issue will appear, but we think we can safely promise 
our readers engravings of them in our next. 

SHancHal.—We have before us specimens of the 8 cents of this city, 
surcharged lc. and with the usual Chinese characters below, also the two 
cent stamp, surcharged 3 Cand., &c. 

GeRMANY.—In confirmation of the report of the new issue for the 
German Empire, we reprint the following extract from the Schlesische 
Zeitung : 

“On and after the Ist January, 1875, the new currency, of which the mark is the unit, 
will be introduced into the imperial postal administration. On that day new adhesive 
stamps, stamped envelopes, post cards, stamped newspaper bands, and money-order cards, 
bearing the value in marks and fractions of marks, will take the place of those now in circu- 
lation. A detailed description of the stamys and regulations for their employment will be 
issued prior to that date, but, meanwhile, notice is given to the public that the stamps 
bearing a value expressed in krevzer, as also those of 1-4 groschen and 1-3 gr., will cease to 
be valid on the Ist January, 1875; whilst those of 1-2 gr., 1 gr., 2 gr., 21-2 gr. and 5 er., 


may be employed until such time as the existing stock in the post-office is exhausted, when 
a term will be fixed for their withdrawal.”’ 


Huncary.—From the Iilustrirtes Briefmarken Journal we learn 
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that, on the first of this month, a new series of stamps were to be is- 
sued of the following design: Numeral of value in eentre, with crown 
and post horn below. The inscription reads, Magyar Kir posta. The 
colors and values are ; 2 kreuzers, violet ; 5 kreuzers, rose ; 3 kreuzers, 
green ; 10 kreuzers, blue. 


Spain,—A new stamp for Don Carlos is announced, Its appear- 
ance is a great improvement on the old style, but we await proof of 
its authenticity. 

Inp1 has added a new value to its series of postals, of the same gen- 
eral design as the 6a 8p, and is printed in the same color—slate ; it is 
also perforated and watermarked the same. 

Fintanp.—The S. C. M. describes a new local for Helsingfors. The 
design consists of the numeral of value in centre in circle. The value 
is 10 penni. It is printed in blue and buff, which being impressed over 
one another, on the figures gives a third color—green. 

LuxemBpurc.—We have lately received a new lot of post-cards from 
this dutchy which differ slightly from their predecessors in the border, 
the printer having evidently run short of type. 

Unitep Stares.—By this time all of our American readers are 
aware that a new set of stamps are being prepared for newspaper post- 
age, and have a general knowledge of thejvalues to be employed, from 
the rates{mentioned by the department: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6,8, 9, 10, 12, 24, 
36, 48, 60, 72, 84, 96 cents; 2, 3, 6, 12, 24, 36, and 60 dollars, we 
are of opinion that the same stamps will be used for letter-postage 
also, as there is no use for a lc. for newspaper postage, the lowest rate 
being 2c. per pound or fraction of a pound. We have waited till the 
last moment in the hepes of being able to give an engraving with 
the colors of each value, but as it is think we are certain to obtain the 
set in time for next month’s paper. We have also to announce that a 
new set of stamped envelopes will be issued shortly, but as the engraver 
has been ordered to follow the design of the current set as closely as 
possible, do not expect the new issue will offer any particular attrac- 
tions to collectors except those who collect entire envelopes—the paper 
and shapes being certain to offer peculiarities which will be sufficiently 
distinct for this class of amateurs. There is some talk in official cir- 
cles of suppressing some values and issuing others in their place. If this 
turns out to be correct, the forthcoming series will prove more inter- 
esting. 

The envelopes should have made their appearance ere this, but the 
new contractor has been so much delayed by the jealously of rivals that 
he had to apply for an extension of time, which has been granted. 
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Our Philatelic Contemporaries. 


The Stamp Collector’s Magazine.—The October number of this ex- 
cellent publication comes promptly to hand, and is as usual full of good 
things, although we do not find anything sufficiently brief to extract 
The paper by “ Quelquiun,” defending the honor and business integ- 
rity of the Messrs. Smith gives us an early opportunity of apologizing 
for the slander insinuated in the ridiculous article complained of, which 
was published without our knowledge or consent, and was not even seen 
- by us until our attention was called to it by the review in question. 

The Philatelist—The current number of this paper is not up to its 
usual standard, although it contains an interesting collection of clip- 
pings from old New York papers arranged by Mr. Tiffany of St. Louis. 
This we have taken the liberty of transferring to our own pages. ‘A 
Philatelic Love Story” is a retrogression to the early days of Philatelic 
literature, which we thought was extinct forever. 

L’ Ami des Timbres.—Is as usual full of notices of newly-issued 
postal and fiscal stamps, the principal feature of this number being a 
description of a large number of Turkish revenues. For several num- 
bers back our worthy contemporary has been chronicling the U. 8. 
match and medicine stamps,which from appearances should say that they 
have copied from our list, adding to it those they have seen or found in 
other publications, this has caused many rediculous mistakes. For in- 


stance, we find “ Balm of a thousand flowers” in one place, and under 
F. “Fetridge & Co.”, both of course being the same stamp, but as 
they in common with all the scarce ones are marked with an (?) we 
suppose the writer has never seen the greater part of the stamps he 
describes. Many instances of this occur, and as two shades of nearly 
all are noted French collectors will be somewhat troubled in arranging 
their collections by it. 


Prepaid Newspaper Postage. 


The new Postal law, which goes into operation on the first day of the 
year 1875,as passed by Congress at its last session provides for the pre- 
payment of postage on newspapers and other publications, at two cents 
per pound for newspapers and three cents for all other printed matter. 
Congress merely provided for the payment of the rates just quoted, but 
the particular mode of collecting the same was left to the judgment of the 
Postmaster General. Hon. Marshall Jewell, the new Chief of the Pos- 
tal Bureau, has turned over the entire subject to his experience third 
assistant, General Barber, who has figured out a complete system of 
stamps, where he can cancel the payment of any sum under [$60 with 
six stamps of which the smallest denomination is two cents. The new de- 

















October 20,1874. Tuer American Journat OF PHILATELY. 


~— -—- ~~ - a _ --- —_—_—__——— ~ 





vice provides for the preparation of receipt books by the department for 
each publisher of a newspaper or periodical, as follows (for New York, 
for instance) ;— 














(Name of newspaper.) No. New York, ' 
Date. Received . dollars and 
No.—. cents postage on — lb. newspa- 
Amount—. per publications at 2 cents per 
Rteseehes : lb. 
: Stamps. : ——, Postmaster. 


The receipt book will be retained at the Post-Office where the news- 
papers are weighed. The stubs of the receipt book serve as memoranda 
to the Post Office of the sums paid, from which returns will be made to 
the General Department. The stamp system has been devised, inas- 
much as the act of Congress calls for the use of ‘‘ adhesive” stamps, 
which will be affixed to the stub of the receipts by the Post Office clerk 
and cancelled. 


Discovery of an Issue of Stamped Envelopes]for New York, 


andjthe History of the Five-Cent Adhesive. 
By JOHN K. TIFFANY, OF ST. LOUIS, 


In my article upon the St. Louis stamps, published in last year’s vol- 
ume of The Philatelist, reference was made by one of the extracts from 
the St. Louis paper quoted, to an article in the New York Express. 
Since writing that article I have searched in vain for a file of the 
Express, and have only now, by the kindness of the librarian of the 
American Antiquarian Society, been able to find it. The following ex- 
tracts giving the history of the New York stamp, and mentioning New 
York envelopes, will, no doubt, be of interest to the readers of The 
Philatelist. The new law, fixing the rates at 5 and 10 cents, went into 
effect on the first of July, 1845; and we find in the Hxpress of that 
date a notice to that effect, and of a meeting of the Cheap Postage As- 
sociation ; in the next day’s issue, a report of that meeting and of the 
number of letters posted in New York the first day of the new law. 
On the 7th of July, 1845, in the Washington correspondence of the Zx- 
press we find the following :— 

Washington, July 2 —It was suggested in New York to Mr. Morris, your postmaster, 
that he might accommodate the public very much by selling stamped envelopes, as the law 
does not authorise tbe sale of stampson the English plan. When he was here he laid the sub- 
ject before the Postmaster-General, who has to-day decided that the postmaster can do this, 
The envelopes are to be marked with the amount of postage thereon, say 5 or 10 or more 
cents, as the case may be, and the initials of the postmaster are to be superadded, and then 
the envelopes can be sold. The object is to facilitate the payment of prepaid letters. Post- 
masters can interchange envelope whenever they can agree to do so among themselves, 
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On the next day, July 8th, we have an editorial :— 

Free Stamped Envetopes —When the bill for cheap postage was before Congress, it 
contained a clause authorising the sale of stamps on the plan of the English system. The 
provision was, however, stricken out, leaving the public only the old method of prepaying 
letters during the business hours of the post-office, 

A suggestion was made to our new postmaster, Mr. Morris, that the public convenience 
would be very much promoted if he would sell envelopes which would pass free through 
his office. By this measure letters could be sent at any hour of the night te the post-office, 
and the postage paid where the writer desired it, by enclosingitin a free envelope. The 

stmaster proposed to sell stamps at five cents each, but this not having been sanctioned by 

ongress, we should think would not be the best way ; and as the public convenien. de- 
~mands something of the kind, we are glad to learn that he has prepared envelopes of the 
kind referred to, some of which we have seen. They are marked rive cents, and under 
these words is the name Rk. H. MoRRIS. Foc letters over oneounce they will be marked ac- 
cording to the post-office rates, in the same way. These envelopes will be sold by the Post- 
master at six and a quarter cents each, or sixteen for a dollar of the common kind and the 
common size. This will be as cheap or cheaper than they can be bought in small quantities 
at the stationers. A thin envelope will contain two letters and be subject only to a single 
postage. Envelopes of various sizes will also ba furnished, and of fine quality when desire l 
by the purchaser. The plan, we hear, has also been adopted by the postmaster at Washing = 
ton, D.C., and has met the approval of the Postmaster-General. We think it one not only 
of convenisnce to the public, but that it will add to the revenue of the department very 
considerably. 

From this it would appear that some kind of envelopes marked Five 
CENTs, With R. H. MORRIS, were issued in New York soon after the law 
went into force, and perhaps also in Washington, Except from this 
notice they seem never to have been heard of as yet, and could have had 
only a very short circulation, as in the Lxpress of the 14th of July, 1845, 
we have another editorial as follows :— 

Post-Orrice Stamps.—We would call the attention of merchants, and indeed all who 
pay postage, to the advertisement of the postmaster, who offers to sell stamps of the value 
of five cents each for the prepayment of letters. This is the cost ofthe postage under 300 
miles. The stamps should be generally adopted as they will give additional facilities to 
business men, and save them time in making change. ‘The postmaster will receive nothing 
for his trouble and his stamps, beyond the profit from Jost stamps. The disposition of the 
postmaster to make the new system popular, merits the thanks of our citizens 

The advertissment referred to is as follows, in the same paper and 


date :— 
Post-office, New York, July 14th, 1845. 
@@ The public is respectfully informed that the undersigned has caused to be prepared 
stamps for the prepayment of postage, made for five cents each, which will be sold in par- 
cels of five and upwards. To prevent counterfeits, they will be sold only at this office and 
the branch office. The public may, therefore, be assured that any stamps which may be 
offered for sale at any place other than the two post-offices are spurious, and will not be 


considered as prepayment. 
(Signed) Rosert H. Morris, P. M. 
{Evening papers please copy. | 
Here then we have the exact date of the New York Post-Office 
stamp. ‘The precise nature of these stamps may be further shown by 
the following articles which, though nearly exact copies of each other, 
1 give in full. The Express of the 18th July, 1845, says :— 


A writer in the Courier is noticing the five cent and ten cent stamps that postmasters are 
issuing. Admitting the use of such stamps to the pubjic, he says this should be considered 
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in no other light than the personal obligations of the postmaster, unauthorised as far as the 
public know, by any proper authority, and if issued by the postmaster of one city, may be 
also issued by any postmaster in any town or city in the United States; so that if this prac- 
tice becomes general, the amount in these stamps held by the public will be very consider- 
able, and will evidently lead to great abuses, and probably losses. He then goes on to say 
that post-office stamps, to be of general utility, should be issued at the General Post-office 
at Washington, sanctioned by law, and with suitable penalties in case of forgery. 

The original article in the Courier is as follows I copy from the 
semi-weekly edition, not being able to find the daily of Friday, July 
1Sth, 1845 :— 


The Postmaster of thiscity has given notice that he has prepared stamps for the use of 
merchants, and he requests them to provide themselves with these stamps to facilitate the 
business of the post-office and for their own convenience. It will be observed that the 
postmaster warns the public that any stamps offered for sale at any place other than the 
post-office ot this city are spurious. That the use of proper stamps by merchants will bea 
yreat convenience is admitted; but these stamps thus offered should be consideredin no 
other light than the personal obligations of the postmaster, unauthorised, as far as the public 
;, by any proper authority, and ifissued by the postmaster of one city may be also 
by any postmaster in any town or city in the United States; and if this practice be- 
comes general, the amount in these stamps held by the public will be very considerable, and 
will evidently lead to great abuses, and probably losses. In case of the death or removal 
of a postmaster, we know of no legal obligation of his successor to consider these stamps of 
any value whatever. Post-office stamps, to be of general utility, should be issued at the 
General Post-office at Washington, sanctioned by law, and with suitable penalties in case of 
forgery : they would be of great advantage to the Post-office Department, and would much 
facilitate business in various ways; butif issued by any or all Postmasters, will in some 
cases be used to “raise the wind,’ and may raiseit pretty effectually in case of death or default 
is the amount held by the publis in any of our large cities would be a very considerable 

(Signed) CAVEAT. 
Although I have looked pretty thoroughly through the files of other 
New York papers of this date, I have failed to find any other articles on 
this subject. I hope, however, that these extracts will prove of service 
to the readers of 7’he Philatelist. 


Reviews of Philatelic Publications. 


The Timbrophilist, published by C. A. Lyford & Co., Boston. 

It is not our usual practice to review or even to read the scandalous 
trash which eminates from the Boston gang of swindlers, but the present 
paper contains definite charges against the character of a prominent 
Philatelist, hence our notice of the sheet in question. The paper be- 
fore us, in an article styled the “‘ Berford Abominations,” states that 
the stamps (Berford’s), ‘‘ were made one day last winter in the office of 
the New York Graphic Company Photo-Lithographers, and that the 
edition consisted of 300 sets, which were duly paid for at the usual price 
of such work, and if the promotor and concoctor of the Berford Stamps 


has any reply to make to this assertion, we think we herewith give them. 
a fair challenge. 
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Upon reading the above paragraph we requested Mr. Casey to exe- 
cute an affidavit denying what we supposed to be a base calumny, but, 
as he failed to respond, we proceeded to the office of the New York 
Daily Graphic Company, accompanied by a witness, and, upon showing 
a set of the so-called reprints of Berford’s stamps, were informed that 
they were manufactured by them from copies left by a person exactly 
answering the description of J. J. Casey. Comment is unnecessary, 
but it is with feelings of the greatest sorrow that we find our previous 
misgivings confirmed by the publication of the above article. Mr. 
Casey has been known to us for many years, and until lately we held 
him up as an example of what energy and intelligence could accomplish 
in improving a man’s position in society. The Timbrophilist talks of 
his having been brought up in the “ vineyards of vice and spawning 
beds of sin,” but he certainly is not responsible for this ; in fact, it is 
greatly to his credit that he should have succeeded in raising himself 
to the proud position from which he has now fallen. In common with 
many collectors, we were aware of his having placed two bogus stamps 
(Walker’s Express and the 3 aspers Egyptian) on the market, but he 
has so often expressed contrition for his early errors that we did not 
hesitate to bestow upon him the honorable distinction of editing this 
paper, and, when he told us that he had discovered the stones from 
which Berford’s Express stamps were printed, we did not have the 








pepe doubts of his veracity, or hesitate to purchase some of the so: 


called reprints. Unfortun.tely, we have been deceived; but, had it 
not have been placed in print, and were it not for our customers, to 
whom we owe an apology and restitution, we should simply drop his 
name from the title and let him pass to oblivion, where others have 
gone before him ; but, as it is, we can only hope that his exposure may 
never go beyond the confines of the stamp-collecting fraternity, and 
that he will profit by his bitter lesson in the new fields in which he may 


be called to labor. 
Correspondence. 
THE “BERFORD” STAMPS. ? 
To the Eprror of the American Journal of Philately. 

Dear Srr :—Some time ago I purchased from Mr. Joseph J. Casey, a considerable quan- 
tity of what he represented to be “reprints” of the Berford Express stamps and on the 
strength of his * yO 5 I sent the majority of them to Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons & Co., 
C. Van Rinsum, Esq., and Mrs. A. Craig, in exchange for stamps received from them. It 
has since appeared that these Berford’s stamps are counterfeits, and I have threfore already 
refunded their cost to the above named parties, and I now take occasion to say that as there 
is a possibility of my having sent a few copies to other correspondents whose names I have 
overlooked I will be most happy, if they will kindly remind me of the fact to make similar 
reparation to them. 

I bought the stamps from Mr. Casey in good faith, and he now informs me about six months 
afterward that he sold them to me as a “practical joke ofthe hughest kind.” 

Yours very truly, 
New York. October, 1874. CHAS H. COSTER. 











November 20, 1874. ‘Tae Amentcaw Jovrwat or Pattarety. 165 








A History of Postage Stamps. 
ALPHABETICALLY CONSIDERED. 


BEING A RESUME OF THE DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL KNOWN STAMPS AND 
THEIR VARIETIES. 


For the Beginner and the Amateur. 
BY OVARY TAYLOR. 
Bavaria.— Continued. 
RETURN LETTER STAMPS. 


Stamps of this type have been in use since the 
year 1865, in 








Augsburg, Bamberg, 
Nurnberg, Munich, 
ye wats , Spires, and Wurtzburg, 





and a simple type-set wr: for Regensburg was described very recent- 
ly in these pages. All of them are printed in black, and all are used 
for the same purpose. Letters which, from some cause or another, 
cannot be delivered to the addresses, are opened in the presence of an 
officer or committee nominated for that purpose; and if in the interior 
the required particulars are found, they are returned to the sender 
with one of these stamps attached, to show that they have been open- 
ed by the proper authorities. Of the Munich there are two varieties, 
one with a thicker oval than the other ; and it is said that this latter 
was “affected” to the service of the Regensburg office; but, if so, its 
employment must now have ceased, as that office possesses a stamp of 
its own. Of the Nurnburg, also, there are two varieties, easily distin- 
guishable, which are found side by side in, and run through, the sheet. 
All these returned letter labels are very cheap, and as they are affixed 
in the post-office, they are never found postmarked. 
“INSTRUCTION” STAMPS. 

These are found in a good many albums, and were once highly val- 
ued as rare essays. There are two complete sets of them, correspond- 
ing to the two sets of adhesives which they are accompanied. Th 
are, in fact, black impressions of the different values struck on the col- 
oured envelopes containing the wogebee of said values, sent out by the 
administration to the provincial offices, and were an aid to business, 
as the recipient could always tell what values were contained in the 
envelopes without opening them. Together with these stamps, the 
envelopes bore in tions stating the number of sheets of stamps in- 
closed in them, and their total value. Of the first series the following 
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are values :—1 kr. grey; 3 kr. dark blue; 6 kr. violet-brown; 9 kr. 
n; 12 kr. rose; 18 kr. yellow. Of the second:—1 kx yellow ; 3 

. rose; 6 kr. blue; 9 kr light brown; 12 kr. green; 18 kr grey; and 

the “unpaid” letter stamp is found in its normal color, black on white. 

We have not seen any instruction stamps for the present series. 
These stamps are of no value, except as postal curiosities, illustra- 

tive of the working of the system in Bavaria. 

BELGIUM. 


In matters postal the Belgium authorities have always moved slowly. 
The coming stamps have generally cast their shadows a long way be- 
fore; years have elapsed between the publication of decrees authoris- 
ing changes in the type and their execution; and some stamps, of 
which supplies have been struck off, have never seen the light. We 
find this strange hesitation has characterised the Belgium post-office 
from the beginning. In 1841 the department sent over to England 
an envoy—Monsieur L. Bronne—charged to examine and report on the 
cheap postage system which had just before been established. What 
may have been his verdict, history, in the shape of M. Moens, to whom 
philatelists are almost exclusively indebted for their knowledge of the 
Belgian stamps, saith not ; at any rate it was not until six years after- 
wards, that the authorities decided on following in the wake of Eng- 
land, and even then they could not summon up the necessary courage 
to give immediate force to their decision. 

By a law dated the 24th December, 1847, the emission of postage 
stamps was authorised, but it required an other enactment, dated 22d 
Apri, 1849, to bring the system of prepayment into actual use, and 
the employment of stamps did not commence until the first of July fol- 
lowing. : 

On that day the first series was issued, consisting of two stamps : 

10 centimes brown, 20 centimes dark blue, 
aco} §©6both showing a three-quarter face bust of the then king 

= Leopold L., in military uniform. The portrait is finely 
engraved on steel, and presents a very fair resemblance 
to the wise old monarch. The design is of the simplest, 
and is open to the objection that the numerals of value 
are not large enough. On the 20c., to left of the king, 
is a kind of scroll ornament, which is not found in the 10 ¢., though a 
close examination of the ground in this latter value will show faint tra- 
ces of a similar device. Both stamps possess a watermark, formed of 
two L’s interlaced: and M. Berger-Levrault states that the letters are 
sometimes found separated by horizontal and vertical lines, which I 
understand to mean, that the monogram is framed in. 

. [t is extremely difficult to meet with really clean used copies either 











November 20,1874. Tur Amertcan Jovurnazt or Purtatery. 167 


of this or of the succeeding series, as they all bear the impress of a very 
heavy handstamp, which remained in use until 1864, when the post- 
mark now in use was adopted; and as unused specimens of the first 
pair of stamps are almost unattainable, collectors have to content them- 
selves in general with poor representatives of a really interesting de- 
sign. Reprints, however, can be bought at from five to six shillings 
a-piece, and, as the originals are not to be had, and used specimens 
are so poor, this seems to me a case in which collectors may fairly have 
recourse to “ posthumous” impressions. Besides the reprints, there 
are also essays, or rather proofs, printed in black on white, and also, 
if I mistake not, in black on yellow; but these are mere fantastic pro- 
ductions, which belong to the superfluous class. 

The two stamps issued in 1749, were at that time quite sufficient for 
a postal system into which conventions with foreign countries scarce- 
ly entered. The ten-centime stamp prepaid the postage on single- 
weight letters over a distance of 50 kilometres, and the 20 centimes 
covered the postage on superior distances. Whilst, however, these 
stamps were being fabricated, namely, on the 29th April, 1849, a trea- 
ty was signed with France, regulating the postage between the two 
countries, on the basis of a 40 centime rate for single-weight letters, 
and this treaty necessitated the emission of a 40 centime stamp. In- 
stead of continuing the series, which had been already commenced, the 
government gave orders for the preparation of a new type, and the 
stamp which bore it made its appearance on the 18th October, 1849. 
The French stamp of the same value, it muy be here remarked, was 
issued in the following December.—Stamp Collector’s Magazine. 








Newly Issued Stamps. 

Hunaary. The position of honor this month must be assigned to 

Hungary, for the very chaste set of postals just issued, 
which thanks to Mr. Seebeck we are enabled to give the 
first illustration of. The design as will be seen by our 
engraving is very prety and neat, but perhaps the chief 
beauty of the set consists in the delicate colors chosen and 
the complete harmony of the values when placed in a set. 
Two peculiarities remain to be noticed, first the great 
prominence given to the envelope or letter as a central device, unlike any 
other government issue we call to mind; and second, the lack of any 
mention of what coin is intended. They are printed on white unwater- 
marked paper and perforated. The colors and values 





2 (kreuzers) violet. 5 (kreuzer) red. 
‘ " green. 10 66 blue. 


A new stamp for newspapers accompanies the set, which by its ap 
pearance would lead a novice to suppose that 1 kreuzer would not pay 
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the cost of printing a pretty stamp, the design of the series for letters 
appears to have been purposely spoiled, so that the people should not get 
too much for their money. The delicate little corner ornaments having 
been taken away and the stamps badly printed in common ink, and as 
usual with Austrian newspaper stamps is uuperforated. 

1 (kreuzer) dull vermilion, and 1 kreuzer blue for Austria. 

The post card has also been changed for the worse. The design of 
the stamp is the same at that used for letters, the centre being embossed 
. in white except the figure of value which is in color, the triangles in the 
corners are also slightly different, the ground work of them being com- 
posed of crossed lines.* The Hungarian arms occupies the centre, above 
which in a curve is MAGY KIR POsTA, below Levetezé tap. The value 
is 2(kreuzers). It is printed on very thin cream colour card, withoyt any 
border, in pale brown, and is water marked with the words “ Magy Kir 
Posta” in two lines. 

Envelopes bearing the same stamps as the post cards have also been 
issued. ‘The colors and values are 3 kr. green and 10 kr. blue. 

A new foreign newspaper stamp has also been issued of similar design to 
the one it rep!aces, viz. : Numeral of value in horse shoe inscribed “‘ Magy 
Kir Hirlap Belyeg,’ Hungarian arms below, portions of the Austrian 
arms showing in the four corner, | kr. blue. 

Spain. 1s again out with a new stamp which we ta'<ce 
to be the forerunner of a new set. As we give an illu s- 
tration of the design, description is unnecessary. Tie 
color is 


. o> 
KCOMUN CACIONES) 


10 cents peseta, pale brown. 

The Philatelist says, ‘‘ M. Fernandez, an indubitable a a- 

thority on such matters, being connected with the Spa t- & 

ish house which contracts for the stamps in question, i :form us that the 

reason of the emission of this stamp is the falsification of its predeces- 

sor the 10c. blue, figure of Justice.” The same pape’ notes and illus- 
trates a wretched looking stamp as a new issue for Do . Carlos. 

Unirep Srates Envelopes. Three values of the 1 limpton contract 
envelopes are now before us, and after making due : lowance for the 
hurry in which the dies were prepared, must pronounc them a decided 
failure, we understood that the contract called for the »mbossed stamps 
to be the same as those in use, and we are aware that t is far more dif- 
ficult to make an exact copy of even an inferior engrav ag,than to design 
and cut a fine original, but the stamps before us woul! ruin the repu- 
tation of Spiro Brothers or any other manufacturer of counterfeits. It 
would be very hard to decide which is the best as the: are all very bad 
but the two cent is decidedly the poorest, there being sc rcely any trace of 
Jackson’s hair visible, the figures of value and lettering are also very bad, 
* As in the engraving which is however incorrect for the adhesive. 
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The color is burnt sienna instead of chocolate. The profile on the three 
cent has but a small resemblance to Washington, and the figures of 
value being in ovals instead of circles, are very noticable, the lettering 
on this value is so badly done as to make it scarcely decipherable. The 
profile on the one cent is the worse feature of this value. The stamping 
is equally bad on all. After finding so many faults with the engraving 
it is a pleasure to be able to praise the paper which is very good, as also 
the general make of the envelope, which is fully equal to if not better 
than their predecessors. - We had almost forgotten to state that the 
watermark is also slightly changed, the U. 8. P. being somewhat on a 
slant. 

Newspaper Stamps. Incredible as it must appear to our readers, it 
is nevertheless true, that none of the newspaper stamps are yet ready, 
although they must be delivered in Portland, Oregon and other remote 
places before the first of January. All the information we are now able 
to give our readers concerning them, is, that those above a dollar will be 
about the size of the late revenue stamps of that value, and will consist 
of full length figures; one that has been decided upon represents a female 
figure with an eagle upon her arm. We are happy to add that they 
will all be engraved in the best style of the Continental Bank Note Co. 
and will theretore make an elegant addition to the albums of those 
amateurs who are fortunate enough to secure them. 

Canapba. It is reported has, issued a 10 c. rose. 

Antioquia. This state has completed its series hy the issue of three 
new values of a similar design to its companions in the set, the prin- 
cipal distinction consists in the size of the stamps which are above the 
average, aud curiously enough the 2 pesos is smaller than the 50c. For 
convenience of reference we recapitulate the entire set. 


1 centavo pale green. 50 centavos blue. 

5 centevos green 1 peso red. 

10 “«  Iilac. 2 pesos black on yellow glazed. 
20 “« brown. S “ 


ce ‘ red ‘sé 
FintanD. The 10 penni stamp is now printed in black on dark yel- 
low paper, in place of the pale straw formerly employed. 

BarBapors. The color of the shilling stamp has been changed from 
black to orange, presumably to conform with the like value of Trinidad. 

Nata. Like most English colonies has added a five shilling stamp 
to its set of postals. The new comer is very similar in design to the 
like value of Trinidad. It is printed in reddish violet on white paper 
watermarked © c and crown. 

WourtemBurG. From the Philatelist we learn that the 2k. post card 
will have its color changed from orange to red violet. 

Denmark. From Le Timbre Post we get the following list of the 
stamps to be out on New Years Day. 
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Adhesives for general use, 3, 4, 8, 12, 16, 25 and 50 ore. 
Officials, 3, 4, 8 and 32 ore. 

Post Cards for general use, 4 and 8 ore. 

Official Post Cards, 4 and 8 ore. 

Envelopes for general use, 4 and 8 ore. 

News Band " “<4 ore. 


Care oF Goop Horr. This colony would appear to have run out of 
stamps again, making the third time in its postal history. The first time 
thedeficiency was supplied by the celebrated “wood block” triangular. On 
thesecond occasion a supply of four penny stamps was created by surcharg- 
ing six penny ones, and now recource has again been had to that handy 
stock which appears to be inexhaustible, and we find the well known 
lilac stamp surcharged with the new value, ONE PENNY at top, and with 
lines over the old value. 


Our RevenuejChronicle. 


During the last few months quite a number of new revenue stamps 
have been issued for the use of different firms in the U. 8. and a set of 
obsolete proprietaries discovered. Some years ago we heard of a four 
cent red Ayers stamp in Boston, but as diligent search failed to un- 
earth a copy we came to the conclusion that there must have been some 
mistake, or th t the stamp in question must have been a proof, but hav- 
ing lately received intelligence of one in another quarter, and having ob- 
tained a one cent stamp printed in the same color, we have now no doubts 
but they formed the first issue of stamps for this firm, our opinion is 
confirmed by the fact that they are in the exact same shade as the D. 8. 
Barnes, and some other old proprietaries. We accordingly add to our 
list. 

J. ©. Ayer & Co. 1 cent red, 4 cents red. 

A. Gotpsack & Co. now use a special stamp for their medicines. 
The design consists of the arms of Virginia with motto in centre PROPRI- 
ETARY above, value below, name address and v. 8. INTERNAL REVENUE, 
in wavy frame inclosing design, numerals of value in ovals in corners. 
The design is good but the execution and printing are very poor. The 
same defects are noticeable in all the late proprietaries. Has the price 
of preparing such work been reduced ? it used to cost $200 to have a 
stamp engraved. Most of the old issues are beautifully executed and are 
eo worth half the amount charged, but such work as we are now 
avored with, is not worth more than $10 at the outside. 

We had almost forgotten to name the color it is— 

1 cent green. 
Dr. Kennepy. This gentleman has now added a new value to the sol- 
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itary stamp which heretofore bore his name. The design is the same as 
his well known two cent stamp but it has been enlarged in all its pro- 
portions and being printed in black has a much better appearance. 

6 cent black. 

Matches. American Fusee Co. This is perhaps the plainest match 
stamps which has yet been issued. The design consists of the name and 
address in an ornamental hexagon, with numerals of value at sides, all 
inclosed in a transverse oval band, enscribed UNITED STATES INTERNAL 
REVENUE ONE CENT, ornamental corners. 

1 cent black. 

GREENLEAF & Co. The business of this company has changed hands, 
and while new dies are in preparation the plate of the one cent stamp has 
had B. J. & Co., inserted above the pheenix. It is still printed in the 
same color, viz : 

1 cent green. oe 


The United States Locals and their History. 


BY C. H. C, 

















Continued from page 158. 





There is still another local which I have omitted from its proper 
place. It was issued in 





HARTFORD, CONN., 

by one of the Companies forming the Independent Mail Routes of 
1842-5, but the name of the proprietor is unknown to me. Suffice to 
say, that the enterprise was started in 1844, and as already stated, its 
head office was at Hartford, and its routes seem to have 
extended to New York, Boston, Albany, &c. In August of 
1844, a stamp was issued, and printed in black on pink and 
on yellow paper. The pink were of the value of 5c. and the 
yellow of 10c. each. 

The design was engraved on copper and repeated a sufficient number 
of times to make up a sheet, so that each specimen shows minute dif- 
ferences in the details. Across the stamps is usually written the des- 
tination of the letter, those for New York being generally marked 8. 
or South, though sometimes W. or West. 

The U. 8S. Post Office soon suppressed this Company, sometime in 
1845, I think. 

We will now take up the local posts of the 

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, PA 

First on the list comes the well known firm of 

D. O. BLOOD & CO, 

This was undoubtedly the largest city despatch in Piladelphia, and 

indeed was second to but few in the country. I am under the impres- 
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sion that it started about 1843 or 44, but the earliest date given by the 
directories is 1846. I condense the information obtained through this 
source. 








1846-8, D. O. Blood & Co., 48 South 3d Street. 


1849, do. 48 “ 6th « 
1850, do. 26 6th =“ 
1851, do. 26-8 “ 6th « 
1852, do. 2% « 6th «“ 


1853-6 Blood’s Despatch, Chas. Kochersperger, 30 and 32 
Arcade Street. 
1856-7, Blood’s P. O. Despatch and Penny Post, Chas. 
.Kochersperger & Co., 28th South 5th Street. 
1859, Same. 42 South 5th Street. 

It will thus be seen that Blood’s Despatch (under his own and Koch- 
ersperger’s management) had, if the date 1843 be correct, as I think 
it is, an existence of about seventeen years, and it probably wou!d 
‘ have continued for even a longer period, were it not that its business 
was summarily stopped by the United States P. O. In 1860, a suit was 
instituted against K. & Co., for violation of Act of Congress, which 
forbade the transportation of mail matter on post roads except by the 
U.S. P. O. authorities, and which further declared that all public high- 
ways were post roads in the meaning of the law. This was sustained 
by the Courts, and the death blow was thus struck at the Despatch 
Posts. The consequence is that, excepting Hussey’s and Boyd’s and one 
or two others which held licenses as common carriers (so that they are 
not affected by this decision), they are all a thing of the past. 

P have already been filled with descriptions of Blood’s Stamps, 
but they have one and all been so mixed with gross inaccuracies, that 
they might better have been left unwritten. Every stamp herein des- 
cribed (except the “ dove’ series) is now before me, so that my des- 
criptions may be relied upon as strictly correct. The “ man-stepping- 
over- houses” types appear to be the least understood (doubtless owing 
to their rarity) and I have therefore taken pains to collect nearly a 
dozen specimens. The illustrations too have been prepared with the 
test care, so as to prominently set forth all the minor points of dif- 
erence, 






TYPE Itt. 
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These were undoubtedly the first issued, but as to their order I can 
say nothing. 

The general design is supposed to represent Blood & Co’s messenger 
stepping over the Philadelphia Merchants Exchange (the large build- 
ing in the centre with a cupalo) in the b:sement of which Blood’s 
office was located at that time. The edifice to the right was, I believe, 
occupied by the “ Sun” newspaper, and the one just back of it by the 
“ Philadelphia Ledger.” 'T. Sinclairs, a lithographer, had his offices in 
the building towards which the other foot is stepping. 

These buildings will hereafter be designated as follows : 

Merchant’s Exchange, (a.) Sun (b.) 
Ledger - - - (¢.) Sinclair’s (d.) 

Tyre I. This, it will be observed, is very different from either of the 
others, especially as regards a. None of the buildings have any in- 
scriptions. A most peculiar feature is that while on the bag the word 
reads Dispaton, on another part of the stamp it is spelt Desrarcn. 

In the lower margin of the stamp, outside of the double lined frame, 
is the following inscription, in such small letters that the engraver has 
been unable to re-produce them on wood: “ 7’. Sinclair’s Lith.” 

Tyre I1.—This in point of execution, is a decided improvement on 
the foregoing. The building are more carefully finished, and bear the 
following inscriptions : 

b. Three indistinct letters (apparently Hav) under the upper windows 

c. Shows the letters “ Lepe” very plainly. 

d. ‘ sand a couple of indistinct letters (doubless “ Srncuarrs’’) 
and below them is “ LirnocrapHer”’ with the first letter 
entirely, and the last two nearly covered by the shading. 

The inscription outside the frame reads “Lith. of Wagner & McGuigan, 
100 Chestnut St.,” and farther on the word ‘“‘ Schmit” or “Schmitt” 
(probably the man who executed the design for Wagner & McGuigan) 
is discernable in very small letters in imitation of writing. 

Tyre III. Still better so far as the inscriptions are concerned. 

a. “ Hav” is printed plain. . 

b. “ Sun” appears unmistakeably, near the bottom. 

ce. as in IL. 

d, reads much more clearly what looks like Srctarrs Lirnoera- 
PHER, in two lines as before, the last two letters of each 
word being rather blurred. 

The outside inscription is unaltered from II. 

This completes the list of man-stepping-over-houses stamps, so that 

I need only add that the trio are lithographs and printed in black on 
white paper. 
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Tyres tv. In use, I think, about 1847, though it 
could not have had a long currency. Black on white 


Types v. and vi. These must 
have been used almost simultan- 
eously with the foregoing, as I 
have a specimen of Type V on a 
letter dated November 1, 1847. 
Black on white paper. 


Type vir. [ have seen on an envelope filed August 
15, 1848. The stamp is printed in black on white pa- 
per with a ground work of small blue diamonds, and 
the word Bioop’s traced thereon in large open script 
letters. 


Tyre vu. I have an ordinary hand-stamp bearing the 
same inscription as the adhesive, and dated June 12, 1848, 
so that it seems natural to infer that the latter was correct 
about the same time. 

Blue impression on lavender paper with small pink dashes in ground. 

Gold “c “ “ec «“ 

Gold ” “ black glazed paper. 











Type 1x. Dull bronze letters on dark bronze glazed paper. 
This I have on a letter dated January 30, 1849, which 


also bears a considerably larger blue label, reading, ‘ Law- 

yers, medical men, and others, throughout the country, 

desiring their business cards or circulars of any kind or in 
any quantity distributed in Philadelphia, can have them attended to, 
with care and promptness, by addressing Blood’s Despatch, 28 South 
Sixth Street.” 


Type x. (On letter February 7, 1849). Bronze on black [Gi 
glazed paper, the lettering and border being in the color of [Rin 


the paper. 
Type xa. On various letters from 1850 to 1854. The later 
specimens show much wear in the die. 


Bronze on black glazed paper. 


z 


Espye) 
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Types x11 AND xin. Genuine copies of both are 
very rare, and I therefore cannot say ex- 
actly when they were current ; but, as will 
be observed, 1858 is the earliest date that 
I can assign to Type XIV., and I there- 
fore insert these here to fill the hiatus. 
The large one is from a wood block and 
printed in black on green, and the smal- 
ler a copper- -plate impression (apparently) also in black on green. 


Type xiv. This was, I believe, executed by one of 
the Companies forming the American Bank Note 
Company. It was in use in 1858, and possibly earlier. 

- Black impression on white paper. (Proofs (or re-prints) 
exist in numerous fancy colors. 


Tyre xv. There is also another type with a head of Clay for the 
central device, and surrounded by a rectangular band, inscribed as in 
Type xtv. Unfortunately, however, its authenticity has never been 
proved, and we therefore omit the usual engraving. Setting aside a 
number of acknowledged counterfeits, there are two varieties of this 
type, each of which claims to be the genuine article. One has for its 
champion a New York dealer in loc als (mostly bogus and reprints) 
who asserts that he obtained the stamps from Koc :hersperger after the 
discontinuance of the post, together with a quantity of Type xiv., 
copies of which (reprints ?) he has for sale. 

The other bases its claims on the assertion of a party in Philadel- 
phia (not a Philatelist) that he bought the stamps from K. & Co., when 
that despatch was in full operation, and has had them lying aside ever 
since, and only discovered them recently. 

The main point of difference between the two types, which we shall 
designate as a and b respectively, is that in the former the central 
ground work is solid, and in the latter is composed of diagonally cros- 
sed lines a is printed in black on white. 

»* = See UO CFL and en Bie. 
ENVELOPES. 

Type xvi. Date 1850. Red (with em- 
bossed with white lettering) ou ordinary 
letter size white and buff envelopes. 

xvir. Date unknown. Lettering, &Xc., 
embossed as before. Bright rose on white 
envelope. (Cut.) 
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Type xvit1r. Date unknown. Lettering, Xc., as be- 
fore. Red on ordinary white and buff envelopes, extra 
letter size. 


In addition to the foregoing Blood & Co., used some two dozen or 
more hand stamps, some of which were quite elaborate. I do not 
think, however, that they had any postal significance, and I shall not 
therefore digress from my general rule by describing them. 

(To be Continued.) 


Glossary of words used by Philatelical writers. 


We have been repeatedly asked by our young subscribers to give the 
meaning of different words used in the Journal, and as we should have 
to give about a dozen in the “ answers to correspondents” have added a 
few more which may be useful to some of our readers. 

Adhesive, stamps issued with gum on the back. 

Authentic, undoubtedly issued by authority. 

Dextrine, the adhesive subtance used on thé backs of some stamps. It 
is made by the chemical action of diastYase or acids, on starch, flour, 
&c. 

Embossed, stamped in relief thus showing the design, in white instead 
of printed in color. 

Emission, the stamps issued together. . 

Engraved, a name given by Philatelical writers to all finely executed 
stamps, but ordinarily used to denote impressions from steel or copper 
plates. 

Essay, a design made for a stamp, but never used. 

Express, stamps issued by private letter carriers in distinction from 
those issued by governments. 

Fiscal stamps, Revenue stamps. 

Lithograph, used to denote badly printed stamps. 

Local, same as express stamps, also for government stamps to be used 
in a certain district or city. 

Mulready, the name of the designer of the first prepaid envelopes. The 
first pair of English envelopes are usually called Mulready envelopes. 

Norma! color, the shade in which any given stamp was intended to be 
printed, different workings often showing variations more or less 
marked. 

Obliteration, the marks impressed on stamps going through the post to 
prevent them being used again for the same purpose. 

Obsolete, out of use, 
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Official, stamps used by persons in the employ of the government. 

Original, made during the time it was current for postal purposes. 

Paper Dickinson, a patent paper with one or more colored silk threads 
in the texture of it. It was formerly much used in printing postage 
stamps on to prevent fraud. 

Paper glazed, having an enameled surface, usually colored. 

Paper hand made, distinguished by the rough lines on its surface, it is 
very hard and strong. 

Paper laid, shows fine parallel lines by holding it up to the light. 

Paper surfaced, having a very fine gloss. 

Paper wove, ordinary book paper. — 

Perforation, the row of small holes which divide the stamps on a sheet. 

Perforation pin, where the holes are simply pricked, not punched out. 

Perforation serpentine, where the stamps are divided by wavy lines cut 
in the paper, (like the Finland Stamps.) 

Philately, the study of stamps. 

Philatelist, a stamp collector. 

Proof, an impression from the plate of any stamp printed on India pa- 
per in the same color as the stamp. 

Provisional, a stamp used temporary, usually while a new edition is 
printing. 

Remainder, a term used to denote quantities of stamps left on hand by 
a change of government, &c., and afterwards sold to collectors. 

Reprint, a stamp printed from the original plate for sale to collectors. 

Returned Letter Stamps, these are adhesive stamps stu’k on undeliv- 
ered letters (in some countries,) in place of hand sta:aps, to denote 
the amount of postage due for bringing the letter back to the writer. 

Rouletted, separated from one another by means of liitle s'its cut in 
the paper. 

Rouletted in color, where the edges of the slits are of the same color 
as the stamps, probably owing to their being cut at the same time 
as the printing. 

Series, those stamps in use together in one country. 

Service, usually applied to those stamps surcharged with this word, used 
in the ‘‘ service” of the government, same as official. 

Set, those stamps in use together in one country. 

Specimen, impressions in fancy colors from the die, o1 plate (usually 
specified) from which a stamp is to be printed. 

Surcharged, sometning additional printed over the stamps after it is 
made. 

Transverse, laying down, instead of upright. 

Tress, the mark usually found on the flaps of foreign envelopes. 

Verjeurs, the lines in laid paper. 
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‘Watennerk, the dedi: found in the paper of most English printed 
stamps. 

Wood block, applied to stamps printed from badly executed designs 
engraved on wood. 


Notes on the Franked Envelopes 


OF THE LETTER EXPRESS COMPANIES OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Br C. H. C. 


Earty’s San Francisco Letrer Express. “ Letters delivered to 

all parts of the City,” In plain rect. frame. 
T. Black on buff, (cut.) 

Exxo & Mountain City Pony Express. M. 0. Freeman & Co. 
Proprietors. ‘“ Paid One Dollar.” obi. in fancy border. 

T. Black on 3c. white, buff, 1864. 3c. white, salmon 1870, all 
with W. F. & Co’s frank. 

Everts Davis & Co. Pain Dairy Express. Plain double lined obl. 
rect. frame. 

T. Black on 10 c. buff, 1853. 

Everts, Hannon, Witson & Co. Datty Express. Similar to prece- 
ding. 

T. Black on 10 c. white 1853. 

Everts, Wiison & Co. I Trans. obl. frame of intersected waved lines. 

“ Paid. Everts, Wilson & Co. Daily Express’. Below is “‘ Overland 
Mail via Los Angeles”. 

L. U. C. Red on 10 c. buff 1853. 
II. Trans. obl. frame of florid ornamentation. “Paid. Everts, Wilson 
& Co. Daily Express . 
L. U. ©. Black on 3c. buff, 1861. 
ILI. the inscription as last, but different design. 
Blue on 3c. buff, 1861. Black on 3c. white, 1861. 
IV. “ Everts, Wilson & Co.’s Express Paid.” Obl. rect. fancy frame. 
L. U. C. Black on 3c. buff, 1853. 
T. — on 3c. white, 1861. 

Eureka Express Co., connecting with Wells, Fargo & Co., Neveda, 

City. Trans. lined disk with truncated corners. 
T. Black on 3c. white, 1870. 

Evauisa & Wets. Obl. frame of large scallops and other type or- 
naments. ‘‘ Paid English & Wells, Moore's Flat and Eureka Express, 
connecting at Nevada City and Emi. grant Gap.” 

T. Brown on 3c. 1864. (?) Black on 3c. white, buff, 1864, 

Purple on ——? 
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Fox’s—Cuester P.—Haur Moon Bay anp 8. F. Express. Plain 
obl. frame, angles rounded off. 

Red on plain env. 

FLemine’s San Leanpro Express. (I have only the name.) 

Forp’s Exeress Parp. Heavy lined obl. rect. frame. 

—— on ordinary yellow env. 

Ferris’s — M. — Oro Fino Experss. Paid. I Streamer inscribed as 
above in open letters. 

L U.C. Black on 3c. buff, 1864. 

Il. Same inscription. Solid Letters. 

L. U. C. Black on 3c. buff, 1864. 

Freeman & Co. I. “ Freeman & Oo.’s Express.” In large frame, 
with addresses in San Francisco and other places. 

Black on 

Il. *‘ Freeman & Co.’s California Atlantic States and European 
Express,” in double lined rect. obl. frame. “ Paid,” below. 

L. U. C. Black on ord. buff env.. and on 3c. buff, 1853. 

Ill. “ Paid Freeman & Co.’s—Over our California and Coast 
Routes—Ezxpress’’, in scroll inclining towards left. 

T. Red on 3c. white, buff, 1853. 

LV. Same as last but scroll standing towards right. 

T. Black on 3c. white, buff, 1853. 

** Green on 10c. white, 1853, over W. F. & Co’s Cal. and Coast 
Routes in pink. W. F. & Co.’s Cal. and Atlantic Express in pink 
across end. 

GREENHOoD & Newsauer NortHern Expreess. Paid. Obi. 
lined disk with truncated corners. 

T. (sometimes L. U. C.) Black on 3c.—1853 ; 3c. buff, 1861 ; 3c. 
white, buff, 1864. 

Gerow & Jonnson. I. Arms of Great Britain in centre. “ Paid” 
above. “‘ Gerow & Johnson’s” on sides, with ‘‘ Victoria. Yale,” above. 
“ British Columbia Express,” below. 

T. Black on ordinary manila env. 

“66 ‘“ orange ‘ with Canadian adhesive. 

Il. “ Victoria Paid. New Westminister,” at top. ‘‘Gerow & John- 
son's,” below. “ British Columbia Express,” at bottom. Arms of Great 
Britain on left side. 

T. Black on dark manila env., with Canadian adhesive. 

GARLAND's Express Parp. Plain lined frame. 

Black on 3c. white, 1864. 

GALEN’s—H. F.—Paip Stace anp Express Line. In three carved 
lines, the word “ Paid” being in large shaded capitals. 


L. U. C. Black on 3 c. salmon, 1870. 
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Gray’s Express. Paid. Obl. lined disk, 
Across end in black on 3c. buff, white 1861. with W. F. & Co.’s 
i ao ee ase * ae tank at T. 

GripLey’s Express Paid. Obl. fancy type border, inscribed as above. 

Across end in on 3c. buff, 1853, with W. F. & Co.’s frank at T. 

Gisp’s—W. T.—Expxess.—in shaded capitals. 

Black on 3c. buff, 1853. 

Grecory & Enetish Moore’s Fiat anp Evrexa Express. I. Obl. 
frame of large scallops and other type ornaments. “‘ Paid. Gregory & 
English’s Moore’s Flat and Eureka Express, connecting at Nevada and 
Emigrant Gap. 

T. Brown on 3c. 1864. Black on 3c. 1864. 

II. Obl. rect. frame of small scallops. Inscribed as before, but ‘‘ con- 
necting with Weill’s Fargo & Co , at Nevada City, Cal.” 

T. Black on 3c. white, 1864. 


(To be continued.) 


Answers to Correspondents. 


H. F. C., New Orleans.—You will find your question answered in 
another part of this number. 


Philatelist. The United States has issued more postage stamps than 


any other country. 

L. B., Philadelphia.—-There are tour varieties of the 5c. and as many 
of the 1Uc. Contederate States of the last issue. 

American Collector.—-We concur in your views, and think it is very 
probable that ere long a majority of collectors will confine themselves to 
American stamps. The lc. biue on pink Carriers stamp is the scarest 
of any American stamp issued by the government. 

L. H. Strong, San Francisco.—A set of reprints and fac similies of 
nearly all the adhesive Express stamps ever used in the United States, 
can be obtained of our publishers, for one dollar. They are not sold 
separately. 

H. E. P., Trenton.—Thanks for your kind offer. 

F. L., Madison.—All the stamps you send for our inspection are coun- 
terfeits, the lithographed Mexican are the most likely to deceive. We 
consider the Brooklyn dealer you named quite reliable, and if they 
realy came from him it must be by mistake or accident. 

A. B. C., Chicago.— We cannot say who is the fortunate possessor of 
the finest collection in America or how much the best in the country has 
cost. Several European amateurs have spent from twenty-five to fifty 
thousand dollars on their collections, 
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A History of Postage Stamps. 


BEING A RESUME OF THE DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL KNOWN STAMPS AND 
THEIR VARIETIES, 


For the Beginner and the Amat wr. 
BY OVARY TAYLOR 
BELGIuM.—Continued. 


The new Belgian type was evidently more favourably 
regarded by the administration than its predecessor, for 
we find the latter definitively suppressed in 1850, after a 
currency of hardly more than a twelvemonth. New 10c. 
and 20c. stamps appeared on the 10th August that year, 
identical in design with the 40 c., and forming with it a 
new series. 





10 centime sepia. 

20 centime prussian blue. 

40 centime carmine-rose. 
All three of these stamps bore the LL watermark, and were printed at 
first on thick paper, like the first series ; afterwards they appeared on a 
thinner paper. The design was of at least ordinary merit, and to be fair- 
ly judged, the earlier stamps must be examined ; later on, after years of 
wear, it naturally deteriorated. 

In 1861, a fresh impression took place on unwatermarked 


paper, on 
the occasion of the issue of a one-centime stamp for journals. Berger- 
Levrault gives the date of the issue of the three higher values as the 
Ist March, and that of the one cent as the Ist June. With regard to 
the latter, he is in accord with Mons. N. Rondot, who also gives the 
date of the royal decree authorising its emission ie 23d March, 1861. 


The new edition was formed as follows .— 

1 centime dark green, blue green. 10 centime sepia, light brown. 

20 “ light biue, dark blue. 40 carmine, vermilion. 
The one-centime stamp was issued for the express purpose of prepaying 
journals and printed matter, but soon after its emission many persons 
began to use it for their letters.. Some of those who did so were actua- 
ted by no malicious intention, but others gave the one-centime stamp a 
preference over the others for the purpose of giving the postal employés 
more work, and hence it happened that the sorters had sometimes to im- 
press thirty or forty post marks on a single letter. The administration, 
however, soon put a stop to these tricks, by issuing a notice restricting 
the employment of this stamp to printed matter, and declaring that it 
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would tax, as unpaid, any letter which should thereafter bear it. This 
law remains in force with regard to the current newspaper stamps. 

Perforation was adopted only in 1863, The system had then been in 
use nine years in England, and for about the same period in France ; 
but the Belgian administration, with the effects of the invention before 
their eyes, took no steps to employ it, and at length Messrs. Gonweloos 
frerés, of Brussels, struck by the negligence of the government. propos- 
ed to it to construct a perforating machine,* but the minister required 
time for reflection. MM. Gonweloos, fearing that the minister might 
take years to come to a decision, determined, meanwhile, to give notice 
to the public that they were ready to perforate the stamps at a charge 
of five centimes per sheet ; and for this small outlay it would have en- 
joyed the benefit of perforation before it was officially adopted. This 
effort of private enterprise, however, woke up the government, which 
hastened to name a committee, which, in its turn (following an inevi- 
table law), named a sub-committee. The sub-committee went in a body 
to the manufacturers, for the purpose of examining the proposed ma- 
chine. One of the engineers flung a disdainful glance at it, and did not 
hesitate to put his veto on it, because, according to him, it was not wor- 
thy of the country ; he wanted something big. The machine being only 
a trifle larger than a sewing machine, could not suit his elevated views, 
and, besides, 2400 francs (£96) was the price asked for it. The remain- 
ing members of the committee sustained their chief’s veto, and the pro- 
posal to purchase was rejected. 

The public, however, which had got wind of the innovation, seeing it 
postponed to the Greek calends, clamoured for it all the more, and the 
prudent government, to get out of the difficulty, instead of buying a ma- 
chine, entered into a contract with MM. Gonweloos for the perferation 
of a certain number of sheets of stamps, which was not to fall below 
five hundred per day. It also agreed to acquire the proposed machine, 
if, by its success, the fallibility of the committee should be proved. Per- 
foration, therefore, was officially adopted, and put in practice on the 
llth April, 1863. 

All the stamps of the existing series were then perforated, and the 
same shade of the 10, 20, and 4Uc. exist as in the 1861 edition. The 
one centime, however, shows greater variation ; it is found in no less 
than four shades, namely : 

green. 
light green. 


dark green. 
olive “ 
So extensively was this value used, and so constantly were the plates 


*I am here quoting almost word for word, from an interesting article, entitled Dela Pi- 
qure des Timbres en Belgique published in No. 50 of Le Timbre-Poste, 








eee : 
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employed to renew the stock, that they soon wore down, the finer lines 
of the design disappeared, and the last impressions show but slight re- 
semblance to the type in its pristine state. Another proof of the extent 
to which the plates were used, is tound in the damage which the cliché 
in the upper left-hand corner sustained ; thereby the letters in CENTIME 
were battered and rendered illegible, and it became necessary to retouch 
or recut the letters cent. ‘This job being roughly performed, they are 
very unshapely, and encroach on the border ; the N in UN also appears 
to have been touched up and spoilt.. In the other stamps the design 
shows less deterioration, but, in all, it is easy to recognise the effects 
of fourteen years’ wear, and the government at length decided on the 
issue of a new series. 

Generally speaking, postal administrations patronise one particular 
engraver of their choice ; in his ateliers its uesigns are mysteriously 
worked out, and it is only when the stamps are on the point of appear- 
ing, that the public are informed that a change in the type is contem- 
plated. In this instance, however, the Belgian post office decided to 
offer a prize for the best design, and to open the competition to all the 
world. At the beginning of the year 1864, formal notice was given of 
the competition, the length and breadth of the stamps was prescribed, 
and it was also stipulated that the portrait should be in a circle, the 
value in the lower corner in figures, and that the inscription should con- 
sist of the words BELGIQUE above, and Poste below ; lastly, a prize of 
5000 francs (£200) was to be awarded to the successful competitor. 
The Ist July, 1864, was fixed as the last day for the deposit of the dies, 
and before it arrived eleven artists had submitted their conceptions to 
the Minister of Public Works. 

It is not necessary to describe their productious—are they not chroni- 
cled in the pages of Le Timbre-Poste # Moreover, they are known to 
us simply as essays. Not one of the proposed designs was accepted, and 
an examination of the engravings reproduced in the Brussels journal 
proves that only one of them was in any degree worth of acceptance. 
M. Moens, speculating on the failure of the ‘‘ concours,” argues that 
men of first-rate ability will not enter into such competitions, as, if they 
do not win the prize, they lose entirely the result of months of labor, and 
are wounded in their amour propre by the success of some, perhaps, in- 
ferior artist. 

The government, finding that no good came of the 
competition, addressed themselves to the well-known 
firm of De La Rue & Co., and ordered of them the 
“head” stamps of the 1855 series, namely : 

10 centimes grey. 30 centimes brown. 
20 +. '- ae 40 . carmine. 
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] franc lilac. 


Of these the 30 c. and 1 franc were the first to appear, and the first 
sheets of the 30 c. were only perforated down the sides—such was the 
haste with which they were got ready. These half perforated stamps 
are now become rare. 


The new series was not well received in Belgium. In the first place 
it was of foreign manufacture, and patriotic Belgians considered this a 
slight on their country; in the second place the designs were considered 
very poor, and the portrait anything out a likeness Furthermore, the 
supplies printed in Belgium were far from being successtul. The first 
batch of stamps was printed and perforated in London, and is distin- 
guishable from the succeeding editious by its greater clearness and neat- 
ness. The first Brussels tirage would seem to have taken place im- 
mediately on the arrival of the dies, and all the values, exc+pt the 20 c,,. 
appeared in darker, thicker colours. The non success of the Belgian 
printers seems to have crowned the dissatisfaction then felt, and one of 
the members of the parliament—M. L. Hymans—addressed an inter- 
pellation on the subject to the Minister of Public Works, to which the 
latter replied as follows :— 

““M. Hymans says that the stamps recently put in circulation are as 
ugly as they possibly could bt. ‘Those previously in existence could be 
easily counterfeited. When it became necessary to carry out a reform, 
I addressed myself to one of the first Belgian artists, who submitted to 
me, some time since, a die with which he himself was not satisfied. [ 
then opened a competition, with a prize of 5000 francs destined for the 
winner ; a dozen artists took part in it, and, I must say, the designs 
submitted to me were perfectly ridiculous. After this second disappoint- 
ment, I reflected that it it were necessary to apply successively to all 
the Belgian engravers, it might be years before I should finish, so I ad- 
dressed myself at once to a foreign house, whose speciality is the manu- 
facture of stamps. That house submitted to me a stamp which is per- 
fection itself; not one of the members of the Chamber to whom I have 
shown it will contradict me, and the first artist whom I had consulted 
was also of opinion that it was perfect. How is it that with this per- 
fect die the administration has not been able to print irreproachable 
stamps ? It is because the administration does not know how to print. 
This is the whole affair ; we must learn to print and then we shall have 

erfect stamps. As the die is destined to be replaced by the effigy of 
paso I1., I do not think it necessary to make any changes in it,”— 
The Stamp Collector’s Magazine. 


(To be continued.) 
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The United States Locals and their History. 
BY C. H. Cc. 
Contin ued from page 176. 
W. STAIT 
To better explain the history of Mr. Stait’s enterprise, [ condense 
such information as I have obtained from the Philadelphia directories. 
1847-8, W.Stait, Eagle City Post. Adams’ Express Office, 80 Chestnut st. 


1849-51, do. do. do. do. 
1852-55, do. Adams’ Express Office, 116 Chestnut & 48 South 3d st. 
1854-58, do. Stait’s Despatch, 48 South 3d st. 

1859, do. General Agent and Express Post, cor. 4th & Walnut st. 


1860-61, (Directories missing.) 

The first stamp used, seems to have been of the ae- 
companying design, and printed in black on white 
paper. This must have been current from 1847-51. 
Then when the south 3d street office was 
opened, the unpretentious label herewith 


b, a) Sl 


CLE PS 
. . . — at | 
reproduced was issued and printed in red ADAMS EXPRESS) 
. ° ° ~ ° 145 So. Jt 
and in blue on white paper. In 1854, it ZI 
will be observe d, the name of the concern was changed to **Srart’s 
Despatrcu, but I am inclined to think that the Eagle City Post Stamps 
were used for some time afterwards. Later on, they seem to have been 





discontinued, and a simple handstamp reading Srarr’s Depatecn, 8. 
Tairp Street, Parp.”’ substituted. [t is generally struck in red. 
G. CARTER 
This I have on a letter dated March 1,1851. Black im- 
pre ssion on white paper. The office of this was at 90 North 


5th street. 





PRIEST'S DESPATCH 


This Company was in existence in 1854, and probably earlier, at No. 


141 Chestnut st [t proprietor was, I believe, Solomon Priest. 


Black on red and on yellow paper. 

Some specimens of this stamp show a solid ground 
with all the lettering sharply defined. In others, how- 
ever. deterioration is very evident, and two lone dashes 
appear above and below the word “ Parp.”’ There are also some small 
strokes on the sides of this word, due perhaps to defective printing. 
These imperfections I have only noticed in the red stamps. 





Of the following posts I can say nothing beyond what can be gath 
ered from the stamps themselves : 
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DE MING’S PENNY POST, FRANKFORT. 
Black on white paper. <A large surplus stock (or else 
reprints) exists. Frank fort, as most of my readers already 


























[rmanct ono] know, is a suburb of Philade ‘phi: i. oe 
TEESE & CO Penny Poet 
Blue on blue tinted paper. PHILAD’A, 
CRESSMAN & CO 
CRESSMAN &CO’S = 
PENNY POST Gold on — glazed paper. Originals are seldom 
PHILAD’A. met with, though first-class counterfeits exist. 
STEINMEYER'S CITY POST 
9 St a ; Black on slate blue. 
tnmecy ! 
| City Post. | =  * Se 
2 Paid—3 Ct ‘ yellow. 





DeMing’s, Teese & Co., Cressman & Co., and Steinmeyer’s are all 
type set. 

JENKINS’ CAMDEN DISPATCH. 

Camden being virtually a port of Philadelphia, though actually in 
a different state, [ include Mr. Jenkins’ post in my list. 

In all undoubtedly genuine original copies which I have 
seen of this stamp, the countenance of the individual por- 
trayed (Jenkins, | presume) bears a calm and beautifully 
serene e xpression. 

Many years ago the stone from which the stamps were 





this city, and either through retouching or otherwise, many slight dif- 
fences appear on the reprints which he made therefrom. The most 
noticeable is about the mouth which appears much smaller, as if Mr. 
J. in his old age had lost his teeth. 

Originals are found only in black on white,and reprints, in addition 
to the orthodox color, come in oreen, blue and red, 

JOHNSON’S BOX TO THE P. O. 

[ have no reason for thinking that the well known shield shaped af- 
fair with this inscription, was anything more than an advertising label, 
and I therefore omit any ‘more detailed reference threto. 

The third city claiming our attention is 

, BOSTON, MASS 
which does not appear, however, to have been the home of many origi- 
nal locals, though ot the counterfeit article it has certainly furnished 
its complement. 

The earliest city delivery post existing in this city seems to have 
been that of 


lithographed fell into the hands of Mr. Wm. P. Brown of 





a 








se 
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CHEEVER & TOWLI 
Exactly when it was started I cannot say, but Mr. Towle informs 
me that it was sold out in about 1851, to Mr. George H. Barker. I be 
lieve it was continued by him on a small scale for some time. 


Only one stamp Was issued of which the desion 
is annexed, and that was printed in blue on yellow- 






ish white paper. 

The design it will be noticed is quite similar to 
that of Hale & Co., with which firm Mr. Towle was 
for some time a clerk. 

. When Cheever & Towle sold out they handed over 
the wood block from which their stamps were Ma le to their successor, 
it finally (in 1870,) found its way into the possession of Messrs. J. W. 
Scott & Co. Reprints can therefore easily be obtained. 


- a “ ™ > > 

> CHEEVERA TOWLE 3 
| 7 STATE ST.) - 

Nj crry urrren |X ¢ 
on u 


\Onuvery acts!) \ 
ar wie 
. 
\ foes 
NAY 






PENNY POST 


77 RARRRARE For a long time I suppposed that [ROSSER 
«PENNY, these locals emenated from the com , PENNY } 
« POST ° ¢ POST 

« PAID. » pany of the same name in San Fran- a 
SECC ETS 2. . : ’ 1 

= * cisco, but I have since ascertained that the “Hub” is 

their true place of origin. Iam unable to state when the diamond 


border was current, but I have the ‘* Paid” variety on a letter dated 
Boston. July 20, 1850. Both ar type set and printed in blue on white 
paper, the small one on a very thin quality. 


U. 8S. PENNY POST. 


ne = mt 

= ; . . ; . etl ag NS 

| have searched in vain for any precise 11 formation Te EX Or. 
concerning this company. 1! can therefore only say that |4é 


its posta il label was carefully enecraved, and printed 1 
black on white paper. 





BALTIMORE, M D 


There were two companies in this city, viz.: Grafflin’s Despatch and 
another post of which I saw the stamp several years ago, but 


o canno 
at present remember even the name. 

RAFFLIN’S DESPATCH 
[OSAYPLING Date unknown. Apparently a lithograph. Black im- 


pression on white paper, 
A second type 


f which the authenticity is doubtful 
is known, which ¢ 


| 
liffers from the foregoing in many re 
spects, the lined background being intersperced with dots 





and the execution venerally not as fine, indeed it seem to 


t 


be from a wood engraving. The ficure on the monument touche ~ the 
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oval frame at top, which in the first type is at some distance from it. 
The word “ Barrmore” has a fine line intersecting it near the top, 
probably through some fault of the engraver, a peculiarity which does 
not exist in the undoubtedly genuine type. 


WINANS’ WINANS’ CITY POST. 
: ' 2 cents black on white. 
a Bh in * on yellow glazed. 
_ 0 10 - — ereen. 
H Q » * ‘* on red glazed. 
0 H These extraordinary labels are also said to 





~ have been used in Baltimore, but personally 
5 CENTS. [ am quite ignorant as to their history. ; 

The strongest point in their favor is a set came out of the McCoy 

collection. , 
GOVERNMENT. 

This was in use in Baltimore in 1861, but was, I am 
inclined to think issued by the U. S. P. O. in that city BPRov 
for carriers use. On this point, however, | hope to speak ‘os 
more definitely before long. | 

Rose on white paper. 
Black * “< 6 L sel od 

Copies in black are also found with the inscription on the streamer 

mis-spelt “°ONE SENT.” 





CARRIER’S DESPATCH. 

This seems to have been used about the same time 
as the foregoing, and I believe it to have been simi- 
lar in character. 

Red varying to rose on white paper. 
Blue on white paper. 





ERATTA. 


Thanks again to the Printer, three slight but important errors crept 
into my list of Blood’s stamps, which [ deem it better to notice for the 
sake of accuracy, and to prevent the possibility of collectors being 
misled. 

Type I. He makes the inscription read Sinclair’s instead of Sinclair. 

“«* J]. There should be no comma after McGuigan 
‘* TLL. Hav is at b not a. 





(To be continued. ) | 
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Newly Issued Stamps. 


The preparation of the first paragraph of our budget has delayed 
us much longer than we anticipated or we should not have waited for 
the engraving, however desirable it might have been to lay the design 
before our readers; moreover, now that the proof of the cut is before 
us we are ashamed of it, as it does not do justice to the really beauti- 
ful originals, and is in fact, much inferior to our old artists work. 
However, we hope not to oftend again by poor work or late appearance. 

Unirep Srares.—The new newspaper stamps are at length before 
us and by there appearace fully justify our ex- 
pectations concerning them. The designs are ele- 
gant and original, and we have no hesitation in pro- 
nouncing them the most beautiful set of postage 
stamps in the world. There is only one drawback 
in connection with them and that is their high 
facial value which precludes the possibility of them 
being collected unused, and as the cancellation is 
done by punching a hole through the stamp used 
ones will not be very desirable unless they are cut 
in different places when collectors will be enabled 
to plug up the holes with parts of others. The designs, colors and 
values are as follows 

2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9 and 10 cents black, (engraved). 

12, 24, 36, 48, 60, 72, 84 and 96 eents carmine. Female figure 
resting on a shield, scales in left hand, frame similar. 

1.92 brown. Female figure with wreath in one hand and ear of corn 
in the other. 

3 dollars, vermilion. Female figure with wreath, resting on a spear. 

6 dollars, ultramarine. Female figure with book and pencil. 

9 dollars, orange. Female figure with helmet and spear, numeral of 
value below. 

12 doliars, green. Female figure with lamp. 

24 dollars, purple. Female figure with arrows in hand, stars above 
side inscriptions. 

36 dollars, red. Female figure with model of ship in right hand. 

48 dollars, brown. Female figure feeding eagle from a glass, U 
below. 

60 dollars, pale purple. Indian girl with bunch of grape in her hand, 
tent in distance. 

The set are all the size of the engraving and bear the same inscrip- 
tion which is however slightly varied in each stamp. It would per- 
haps have looked better if we had given names to each of the designs 
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as “Genius of commerce” &c., &c., but we very much doubt if the de- 
signer had any such idea in his head, so we leave the naming of them 
to some of our contenporaries. 

It will be seen by the above list tht the set consists of twenty-four 
stamps, the total value of which amounts to 204,66, but the greater 
part, (seventeen) can be procured for the comparatively low sum of 9.66, 
which can again be reduced nearly one-third, by taking off one stamp, 
this does not leave a very large sum for sixteen beautiful stamps. We 
are inclided to think after all that they will not be found as difficult 
to obtain as a complete set of department stamps. 

GuatemaLa. Several months ago it was reported in the Magazines, 
that the stamps of this country had been altered so as to express their 
value in reals instead of centavos, the statement surprised us as we 
have been unable to see a solitary specimen, could it have refered to a 
surcharge ? this is possible, although we have never heard of such a 
one on this side of the water. We are now informed that a new series 
of adhesive and envelopes are being prepared for Guatemala in 
this county. We hope to be able to give more definite informations in our 
next. 

Satvapor. Is also preparing a new set of postals, meanwhile, the old 
stamps are issued surchanged with the arms and the words conTRASELLO 
(countersigned) in double : circle, this we understand is done to prevent 
a large quantity of stolen stamps being used. 

Canapa. The new ten cent. stamp described last month is printed 
in a peculiar pale rose, we can not call to mind, any other stamp of 
this particular tint. 

Sarawak is reported as being about to reinforce its solitary stamp 
with a set of the same design to consist of the following values : 

2 cents mauve 8 cents blue. 
4 “ brown 12 “ carmine. 
6 “ green 24 

They “are all to be printed on pale tinted paper of the same color 

as the stamp. 

Bavaria. Again we are before our European contemporaries in being 
first to describe their own st: amps, this time it isa pair of envelopes 
for Bavaria the design is the same as the current post-card stamp 
which our readers will remember is like the adhesive with posthorns in 
circles in upper corners. 


Sketches of Little Known Stamp Countries. 


Monrts-neero, or Kara-Dagh, is a small district on the Western 
frontier of European Turkey, having Albania on the South, and the 
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large province of Herzegorina on the North. Its area is estimated at 
1480 square miles. The country is mountainous, consisting of a series 
of lofty ridges, which rise in some places to the height of 5000 fc et 
about the level of the sea. These are for the most part covered with 
timber. The chief productions of the soil are maize, potatoes and to- 
bacco. Large quantities of vegetables are grown, and cattle, sheep, 
pigs and goats are abundant. There are but few horses and mules in 
the country, and all heavy burdens are carried up and down the moun- 
tains by oxens. Carriages are unknown. There exist manufactories 
of coarse woolen goods, but the inhabitants are chiefly employed in 
agriculture and fishing The country contains about 300 villages, and 
each village has a church. Population, 125,000. Latitude, between 
42° 10’ and 42° 55’ N. Longitude, between 18° 41’ and 20° 22’ E 
This country is nominally in the Turkish government of Scutari; but 
the people are quite independent of the Turks. Their government is 
Republican and it is considered to be under the protection of the Czar 
of Russia. On account of the quarrelsome disposition of the Monte- 
negrins, and the inroads they are constantly making on the villages 
in the adjacent Turkish provinces, wars between the Turks and the 
Montenegrins are of frequent occurrence. 

Tae Portugese Inpres consist of three small colonies or settle- 
ments. I.— Goa, situated on the West c« vast, between lat. 14° 54’ 
and 15° 55’ N., and lon. 73° 45’ and 74° 26’ E., bounded N. by 
Sawuntwarree, E. by N. Canara, and W. and S. by the In- 
dian ocean. Its population consists of about 418,000 of whom two- 
thirds are decendants of Europeans, by native women. The old city 
of this name was formerly the capital of the Portugese possessions in 
India, it is situated on an island separated from the mainland by the 
river Mandova, 250 miles 8. 8. E. of Bombay; the population is about 
4000. The houses are built of stone in the European style, the streets 
are regular, and the public buildings far surpass everything else erected 
by Europeans in India, but are falling to decay, and the ruins of the 
ancient edifices have been used as quarries for building materials in 
the new town. During the 16th century it was one of the most flour- 
ishing European settlements in the East; its walls described a circuit 
of six miles and enclosed a population of 150,000 Christians and 50,- 
000 Mohammedans, but the site is unhealty, and it was abandoned 
early in the 18th century. St. Francis Xavier was buried there March 
15, 1554; but his remains, with his magnificent tomb have been re- 
moved to the new town, which is situated five miles nearer to the sea, 
The new town called also Panjim or Panguam contains a population 
of about 24,000. Goa was taken from the Hindoos by the Moham- 
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medan sovereign of the Deccan in 1469. In 1510 it was captured by 
the Portugese, who made it the capital of their conquests in India; 
and it has ever since remained in their hands except during the period 
from 1807 to 1815, when it was held by the British. - 

II. Dry an island separated by a narrow channel from the S. ex- 
tremity of Guzerat, in lat. 20° 43’ N. lon. 70° 45’ E., 160 miles N. W. 
of Bombay. The area is about 12 miles and the population about 10,- 
000. The town is situated on the east side of the island, is well for- 
tified and has an excellent harbor. It was renowned in ancient times 
for a magnificent temple of Mahadeva, which was destroyed by Shah 
Mahmoud of Ghuzni, about 1025. The island was taken by the Portu- 
gese in 1515, and was pillaged by the Arabs of Muscat, in 1670. It 
is at present one of the most flourishing of the Portugese settlements. 

III. Damavn, a seaport of India, on the coast north of Concan, situa- 
ted at the mouth of the Damaun river, on the gulf of Cambay, 82 miles 
north of Bombay ; the population of the town is about 6,000. It has 
a fine appearance from the sea, and has several churches, convents, and 
Parsee temples, but the streets are narrow and dirty. The river has a 
bar at its mouth with eighteen feet of water at high tide. The Por- 
tugese sacked and burned the town in 1531, and in 1558 took formal 
possession of it. The territory which they now hold has an arrea of 
155 square miles. The population in 1866 was 40,980. 


Answers to Correspondents. 


H. A., Mobile. There is some little truth in what you have been 
told. The case will be reported in full in the Journal, and then you 
will get the history of the individual from his birth to date. 

Philatelist, Montreal. Our publisher will issue a new and enlarged 
catalogue in a few days. 

8. 8. R., St. Louis. The U. 8. Locals will be completed in two or 
three papers. 

A. Eldridge, Chicago We shall be pleased to publish a communica- 
tion from you on the subject. 

H. R. H., Cleveland. We are pleased our course meets your appro- 
val, we shall not refer again to the subject unless compelled to. The 
Journal will be more profusely illustrated next year than heretofore. 


End of Vol. VIII, 




















